Sis 


K 


db 


eof2 * + 
pIPIDIPH 


K3=< 


O F 
PRAYER 
A T=xzearTise, 


3 VHEREIN THIS CASE 


CHow to diſcerne Gods Anſwers to our Prayers ] 
is briefly reſolved : 
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Other Obſervations upon P/alm 85.8. 


concerning Gods ſpeaking Peace, &c. 
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T will watch to ſee what hewill ſay to me, 
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— 04,who from all eternity bath had an in- 
EDI finite Maſs of grace and glory lying by 

CAM him, to beitow upon his Chmch : and 
did accordingly provide 4 treaſury and 
eMagaFin ſafficient wherein to fore 
7 ill, [the boſome of his Son] ## 
whom are hid, riches ſo unſearchable, as cannot be 
rold over, much leſſe ſpent to all eternity - 

He hath as richly ſhed his holy Spirit on us : that we, 
who conld never have known of any thing bequeathed 
25, nor what to pray for as we ought, wight both 
fully from him know all that God hath given us, and 
through him lay claime thereto, who makerh interce(- 
fion tor us;and ſo doth furniſh us with a privy key to all 
that Treaſury, which otherwiſe, is faſt ſhat up to all the 
world, 

Throuzh which Spirit of Prayer and Supplications 
thus poureth forth, beleewvers come 40 be at once anoin- 
red tothe fellowſhip, and execnion of thoſe three zis- 


rious Offices of Chriſt thery Head.Not only * of Prieſts; - 


by offering up their prayers, as ſpirituall ſacrifices, 
acceprableito God, through Jeſus:1Chriſt : bar 2 of 
Kings ; to rute with God, Hof. 11.12. Being hereby 
made of Privy Connſell to the King of Kings,ſe as their 

A 2 Coun- 


Ephefſ. 3. 8, 
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Job 22.27,28, 


Mar. 6 10, 


Counſels, and deſires expreſt in their petitions, are 
ſaid 10 be fulfilled, and their decrees in their Prayers 
made, ratified, and eſtabliſht. Nay further, by wertue 
of this priviledge, advanced to ſuch height of favour, 
2s by their ſtrength 72 prayer alone, to have power 
with God h:mſelfe, and not onely with him, but alſo 
over him, 4x4 in their wreſtlings to prevaile, Tea to 
command : Himſelfe hath ſaidit, Thus faith the Lord, 
the holy One of Iſracl and his maker, Asx of me, 
of things to come, concerning my ſonnes, and con- 
cerning the work of my hands, Command ye Me, 
Iſai. 45.11. which ſo tranſcendent priviledee of power, 
z likewiſe by the expreſſe words of this great Charter, 
univerſally extended unto all tranſaftions of this lower 
part of his dominions ; whether Ecclefiaſticall, which 
doe concerne his fonnes, that is, his Church : or what 
ever other, the more ordinary workes of his hands, that 
appertaine to common providence, 

And for as much as theſe grand affairs of this his 
Kingdome, «s future, awd to come, are commended to 
their prayers, as their moſt proper ſubjetts, about which 
they, are to treat, Ask of meof things to come: 17 
this reſpect, they doe become as truly Prophets alſo; 
though not in ſo full and compleat, yet in ſome kinde of 
true reſemblance; not by foretelling, yet by foreſpea- 
king 27 their prayers, things that come to paſſe. To de- 
monſtrate which,God,who made and upholds this world, 
and all things in it, by the word of his power, doth like- 
wiſe rule and' governe it, by the Preſidents, and pre- 


ſeript rules, of the word of his will :exadly diſpenſing 


nnto men, both rewards and puniſhments, according to 
the tenor of ſome er other of his promiſes and threat- 
nings, and former like proceedings therein recorded : 
though 
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| though with ſach variexs liberty, in reſpect of the par- 
| ticulars , that his wayes remaine unſearchable and 

paſt finding out : That look how he appointed in the 
| heavens, thoſe Ordinances of the Sun, Moon,and Stars, 
| by their light, heat, and motion, to rule the day and 
night, to divide and cauſe the ſeverall ſeaſons of the 
yeare, and all the changes and alterations that doe paſſe 
over this animall and naturall world. 1 like manner 
hath he ſtretched out that ſoexceeding broad expanſe p;y.c9, i. 55, 
of his word and law, (to which the Pſalmiſt doth aſimi- ,, 
: late it ) over this rationall world, of Angels and Men, compared hit? 
and therein ſets his Statutes, aud his [udgements,that R9n-10.1s, 
by the light of Precepts, and their influences in rewards 
and puniſhments, they might order and dirett theſe his 
creatures reaſonable, and all their attions, alſo aiſþsſe, 
and ſet ont all the iſſues of them, And ſeeing his Saints 
they are a people in whoſe hearts is. his Law z aud 
their delight zs to meditate therein both day and 
nighr, they daily calculating and obſerving the various 
aſpects, conjnmaions, aud mixt influences of thoſe innu- 
merable precepts, promiſes and threataings, which 
themſelves and others, Nations or men, ſtand under : 
and by a Judgment thence reſulting, ſo farre as. they Je. s. 7. 
have attained, endeavouring to frame their ſupplicatt- 
| 0ns and petitions according to Gods will : . Hencetheir 
| prayers oft; full happily ſucceed, aud aforehand doe 4c- 

cord, to thaſe i{ſues and events, that afterwards fall out, 

That like as it ſometimes falls out, that the earth comes 
70 be juſt under the Sunne and Moone, in ſome of their 
conjnnctions ;. ſo their deſires and prayers, ſometimes 1 
a direct line , fall under, aud ſubordinately concurre 
with Gods ſecret purpoſes, and ſome revealed promiſe 
met in conjunction, to. produce ſuch and ſuch effects. 
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Eſay 37-2434: 
Zeph.2,2. 


The Spirit alſo, herein helping-heir infirmitics, ſome 
times ſo guiding ayd direfting them, by a gracions pre” 
inſtin#, though unbeknown 10 them, to pitch their re 
qneits upon ſuch particulars, as God hath fully purpoſed 
to bring to paſſe , becoming thereby,as it were, the ſpirit 
of prophecy unto them , reſpedtively, in ſome meaſure 
and degree. 

Thus doth that great King employ his neere#t ſer- 
wants, as his nnder- Officers, and Sheriffs to ſerve his 
Writs,and Executions upon his enemies, to execute the 
Judgement written in his threatnings, Pal. 149. 9. 
and to accompliſh his mercies written alſo,by putting all 
the promiſes in ſuit ; to be as man-midwives (as Heze- 
kiahs alluſion, when he ſent a wiſiting to the Prophet 
Eſay, for his veyce and ſuffrage, ſeemeth to import) to 
help and afciſt his promiſes and decrees in their travel 
with mercies and deliverance,when theſe their children 
doe come unto the birth , and there is no ſtrength to 
bring them forth. 

In all which, they ſhall therefore have the honour to 
be accounted Co-workers together with God, in his grea- 
teft works, of wonder. And at the latter day, when that 
great and laſt Edition, both of all Gods works, and like- 
wiſe onrs, then compleat and finiſhed, ſhall be publiſhed 
to atl the world, they ſhall finde their names put to them, 
together with his own ,, and the ſame by him acknowlea- 
rea, tobe 2s truly the works of their hearts and prayers, 
as that they are the ſole work of his hands and power , 
Such honour have all his Saints. 

AHd if all the workes of God wre fo exceeding 
grear, and his thoughts therein fo very deep, 'Pſal. 
92.5. that every Iota of them, doth deſerve our deepeſt 
{indies ,and intentions; and thereunto require 4 mo 
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skill and wiſdome, to read his hand peculiar unto the 
Saints, v. 6, whereunto there muſt be adjoyned the moſt 
diligent ſcarch, and attentive obſervation to finde out 
his meaning inthem; and withalt a ſpecial inclination, 
and delight to be converſant therein, Thy workes are 
very great, ſought out of thoſe that have pleaſure 
in them, Pſl. 111.2. And if, of all the reft, thoſe choi- 
cey pieces, his workes of mercy may challenge onr beſt re- 

ard : in which his heart and delights are moſt; on 
which his Wiſdome hath laid on the richeſt workman- 
ſhip, in rhe moſt curious contrivements of his love : 
Thez ſurely that ſeletted volame of more ſpecial mercies 
[His Epiſtles] vouchſafed in anſwer 10 ony prayers, 
is above all other, moſt exadtly ts be ſtndied, and moſt 
diligently to be pernſed by us. Wherein God doth unbo- 
ſome himſelf, and lay open his heart, more ſweetly, more 
familiarly unto us ; which are directed, and in manner 
dedicated more particularly unto our ſelves alone, Many 
of them writtes with his own hand,in a more immediate 
manner diſcovered and appearing in them : and all of 
them come ſealed with the ranges | of everlaſting love, 
and down laden with the encloſure of the moſt precions 
z0kens of his ſpeciall favour, Who fo is wile, will ob- 
ſerve theſe things ; and they ſhall underſtand the 
loving kindneſle of the Lord, 

Neither have ſuch favours, onely more of mercy in 
the things themſelves beſtowed, but are further endea- 
red to us, by being maar our own mercies,by 4 more pe- 
enliar title to them ; by which the Kinaneſſe in them is 
rendered donble. For therein we have that royal liberty 
z0 become our own chooſers, and contrivers of our owne 
condition ; having all the promiſes thrown downe to us, 
with blanks for ws to'write our names inwhich of thens 

wee 


Pl.77.9. 


Mic.7.18. 


P.107.34. 
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we pleaſe, which & the greateſt liberty. And we have 
withall his Spirit ſecretly diredfing, and fixing the nee- 
dle of our deſires ,to the ſame point wherein his great in- 
tentions towards us doe meet with our beſt good : which 
i indeed the trueſt liberty, And to be made our ſelves, 
whom we love ſo well, and therefore delight to doe good 
unto,the chiefeſt inſtruments unaer him of our own grea- 
teſt happineſſe, is a priviledge, then which, the creature 
i not made capable of a more tranſcendent royalty. And 
yet when the greateſt love, thus rettified, which poſſibly 
we can beare onr ſelves, hath opened its mouth wi- 
deſt, ad ſtretched our deſires in praying, to their nimo 
compaſſe,then will Gods infinite vaſt love,not onely fill 
thews, but doe for us above all that we are able to 
aske, yea to think; exceeding abundantly above all, 
as far above as his thoughts are above our thoughts, 
which #« far moye then the heavens are higher then the 
earth. 

All which, when put together (if well conſidered,) 
how would it pravoke ws to call in all the precious ſtock 
of our time, thoughts and intentions which we caſt a- 
way on trifles, to lay out the choiceſt portion of themin 
the thrivizg trade of entercourſe with God , the returns 
whercof are better then the merchandize of filyer, 
and the gaine thereof, then fine gold. 1t & the praying 
Chriſtian that alone _—_ the riches of the promiſes, 
which we nſually let lie by us like dead ſtock unimpro- 
ved :. whileſt he like a Wiſe and diligent Merchant, 
looks abroad upon all the affaires of Feſus Chriſt, that 
are afioat here in this world,and adventures inthem all, 
is watchfull to ſþie out all advantages, and with an boly 
7e4yuoovrn, intermedleth in.every bufineſle that may 
bring in glory unto God, good unto the Church, grace and 
comfort 
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comfort to his owne ſonle. And how infinitely rich muſt 
that man needs become, that puts even Gods riches out to 
nſe, with the increaſe of ten Talents for one, yea an 
hundred fold ! 

The due eſtimate whereof,would 20 leſſe quicken us to 
as diligent an inquiry, what becomes of all thoſe goodly 
adventures, the prayers we make, to liſten what haven 
they arrive at, how, and when, and with what fraught 
they doe returne. 

In which great duty,and moſt neceſſary preperty of all 
true Merchants ,yet =_ of the beſt and greateſt dealers, 
that are diligent enough in praying, are ſtill found fai- 
ling and deficient , that omit no gainefull opportunity 
of adventure, but are careleſſe and unobſervant of their 
returnes. 

Some through ignorance (it may be) that this & at all 
a duty, or of any ſuch importance, are carefull onely how _ 
z0 lade in prayers enough, not expedting to finde ony of 
this bread caſt upon the waters, antil{ that great and 
generall returne of themſelves and all the world, with 
joy bringing their ſheaves with them. Others, 
though as preſent, many of their prayers come home at- 
ter a few dayes, 4nd richly laden , yet throuch want of 
Skill to read thoſe Bills of Exchange which God often 
writes in an obſcurer Character, they lie unregarded by 
them. Many when voyages prove long , (theugh to 
their greater advantage,when once they doe reiarne,yet 
in the meane time) through diſcouragement, they give 
all for loft, as we doe ſhips at Sea we cannot heare of, 
The moſt are commonly complaining that their adven- 
tures ſtill miſcarry,and that little or nothing comes of all 
their prayers. 4nd All are negligent of keeping their 
Books of Accounts to caſt up their commings in,and go- 

B ings 
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11175 out, the one with the other. By which they loſe the 
chiefeſ# portion of that comfort, which for the preſent, 
God hath here alloted 1s to live upon, [the revennes of 
their prayers : ] And God alſo, & net onely robbed of 
that cuſtome of his glory which ſhould thence accrew,but 
wronged alſo by landing ftill 25 debtor in their ac- 
counts to many prayers, 18 the returne of which he hath 
been creditor long age. 

Ihave endeavoured therefore in this ſmall Treatiſe 
#0 convince beleevers of the grand importance of this 
duty, which ts ſo fall of gaine : to diſcover likewiſe the 
cauſes of the neglect herein,and remove the temptations 
and diſconragements which doe occaſion it, and have 
briefly reſolved ſuch caſes as doe more uſually occar in 
the prattiſe of it. But principally, my deſire was to give 
7n - 6s few experiments, and obſervations which may 
helpe to teach the weaker ſort, though not perfedly to 
reade,yet here and there to ſpell, (and eſpecially out of the 
impreſſions in their own hearts\ Gods meaning towards 
them in his anſwers, I have caſt tn ſome ſcattered calcu- 
lations of broken prayers caſt up, which though they will 
not amount to make generall and perfect? Tables out of, 
yet may ſerve, as inſtances and examples, for young be- 
ginners, to dired them in the exerciſe of this moſt «ſe- 
full 5kill, and wiſdome, how to compute and ballance 
their accounts by comparing thetr prayers and their re- 
rurnes together, 

This (mall and imperfedt embryon,T have preſumed to 
{end forth into the world , and direded it firſt of all to 
preſent its ſervice unto you; and make an honourable & 
thankfull mention of your Name. Your worth de- 


ſerves a more coſtly large. laſting monument for the - 


inſcription. Your own abilities of learnings eloquence, 
an 
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and depth of wiſdome in humaze affaires, would you bee 
perſwaded to lay them out, as you are able, wonld ere? 
ſecha remembrance and ſumptuous memoriall of you, 
when you are gathered ts your Fathers, as would beare 
ſome proportion to your great worth. But that which 
emboldned me was the neere af finity which meditations 
of this nature doe hold, with thoſe other your more re- 
tired thouzhts.you think to none but God and your own 


ſoule, You have been long a frequent and conſtant dea- 


ler in this bleſſed way of enterconrſe with God in pri- 
wate:Thoſe that kuow you,know your ſtrif obſervance 
of thoſe exchange hours you have devoted to meet with 
God, and enjoy communion with Him. But above all, 
it was that perſenall obligation, under which a great 
and ſpeciall favour from you long ſince brought me,up- 
ou which I devoted (with my ſelfe) the firſt of my 1a- 
bours unto your ſervice, And it became one great reliefe 
unto my thoughts, weighing the many inconveniences 
of appearing thus in publique, 'that it gave ſo full oc- 
caſion to pay my vowes thus openly before all the world, 
which having now done, God thatis rich in mercy to 
all that call upon him, fill you with all Grace, ani 
grant all your petitions; ſoprayes, 


Your Worſhips 


Ovliged to love 


and ſerve you 
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HA P. I. The maine obſervation: That Gods people are 
diligently to obſerve the anſwers of their prayers. pag.2 
T he ſinfulneſſe of the neglett hereof demonſtrated by ſeven 


reaſons. P-3 
I, Reaſ. 4» ordinance of Gol taken in vaine. ibid. 
2. Reaſ, Gods attributes taken in vaine, 4 


3. Reaſ, God in anſwering made to ſpeak in vane. 5 


4. Real. God proveked not to anſwer. 6 
5. Reaſ. We ſhall not returne thanks. ibid. 
6, Reaf, We ſhall loſe much experience. ibid, 
I, Of Gods faithfulseſſe. 7 
2. Of our own wayes towards him. ibid. 
7. Reaſ. we ſhall loſe much comfort. 8 


Chap. 2. Three Caſes : The firſt concerning prayers for ſuch 


promiſes as may be accompliſht in ages to come. 9 


I S Sxch prayers the Church to come doth reap, ibid, 
2 Y Tet we at preſent may have a:ſwer about them. 11 
3 S 1s Heaven, and at the laſt day, we ſhall rejoyce for 


their accompliſhment. ibid. 

Chap. 3. Second Caſe: Concerning prayers made for others 
of our friends, &c, How anſwered. I2 

I $ Sach prayers oft granted. ibid. 

2 I Tet not alwaies in the thing prayed for, I3 

Such promiſes but indefinite, | ibid. 

As all temporal promiſes art. 14 

Onur faith towards them not required to be aſſurance, 15 

Unleſſe God give a ſpecial faith, ibid. 
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3 Suchprajert returned into our owne boſomer, 16 
4 S Godin the endc-ſts ſome out of our prayers, 17 
5 S T hoſe prayers anſwere is ſome others, 18 


ap. 4. Third caſe : How the influence of our owne prayers, 
when others pray alſo for the ſame thing with us may be 
diſcerned. 19 

1 $ If onr bearts are affetled With the ſam holy affe- 


Hions | ibid. 

Unbeknowne each to other. 20 
2 $ By ſome ſpeciall endeavour : 4s, | 

x Some notable circumſtance, ibid, 


2 By joy in the accompliſhment. 21 
3 By thankfulneſſe for the accompliſhment. - tbid. 
This leſſe to be doubted whes the thing prayed for by us oth 


concerne onr owne particular. 22 


ap.5.Common direRions helpfull in all cafes,and prayers: 
taken firſt from obſervations from Before and [» praying.22 
1S BEFORE: WhenGod prepares the heart. ibid. 
Difference betweene Satans motions to prayer , and 
Goals. 23 

2 F In prayer : Gods ſpeakings in prayer are evidences of 
hearing : and diſcerned by fonr things. 24 

1 Giving a quietneſſe by prayer abont the thing prayed 


for, ibid, 

3 S 2 By revealing his love, in and upon ſuch petitions, 26 
A caution herein, ibid, 
Reaſons why God drawes nigh when he grants not the 
thing. : 27 

4 F 3 God ſometimes gives 4 particular aſſurance. 28 
A caution herein, 29 

5 Y 4 By giving areſileſſe importuuity to pray for a par- 
ticular mercy. 30 


Chap.6.Obſervations made upon the diſpoſitions of the heare 
after prayer : Untill the Is $us ofthe thing prayed for.z 1 
TS IF hen God gives an obedient dependant heart. ibid. 
2 I When God gives an heart waiting for and expefting it.32 

B 3 Chap, 


The Table. 


Chap, 7. Obſervations made AFTER prayer pos the 
ISSUE: firſt If accompliſht : whether as the fruit of 
prayer, or of common providence. 33 

1 $ God ſometimes anſwers the prayer in the very thing 

and marner deſired. ibid. 

2 I Diretions to-diſcerne tht things thus obtained are in 
an{wer to prayers. 24 

1. Fromthe manner of Gods performance. A more 

then ordinary hand diſcovered in things accompliſht 


by prayer, inſtanced in five particulars, ibid, 

1 By bringing it to paſſe through difficulties. 35 
2 By facilutating all meanes. ibid, 
3 Effeting it ſndaeuly. 36 
4 With addition of other mercies above what Was 
deſired. | ibid. 

3 By ſome ſpecial cercumſtance as a token of his hand 
init. _ | 

3 IS From the Time, wherein it 1s accompliſhts 37 
As firſt when we were msſt inſtant in prayer, 38 
2. the fitteſt time for us. Then, | tbid. 
1 When We have moſt need. 39 

2 When the keart Was beſt prepared to receive it, 
ibid. 


4S3 From the proportion Which may be obſerved be- 
eWixt Gods dealings in the accompliſument , and our 
prayers, | 40 

{hap 8. Seven obſervations more, from the Effefs, which the 
accompliſhment of the mercy hath upon the heart. 42 


1 1f it arawes the heart nearer to God. | ibid. 

2 IF Enlargeth the heart with thankfulneſſe. 43 

3 I Andencourageth the heart the more to pray, for other 

things. ibid, 

4 I If it makes more careful to performe the vowes made to 

obtaine it, ibid. 

5YS If by faith a man ſees and acknowleageth Gods ſole hand 
in the accompliſhment. | 

6 Y By an aſſurance which comes ſometimes with the mercy. 

45 

S 7 By 
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'7$ By the event : Things obtained by prayer, prove ſtable 
46 


MErCies, 


(ap. 9. Conſiderations, to quiet us, and to help to diſcerne 
an acceptation of the prayer, when the thing is ot 


accompliſht. 47 
1 S The thing not alwayes granted, when yet the prayer ts 
heard. ibid. 
An Objeftion anſwered, | ibid, 


2 & Some bleſſings not abſolutely FRY) nor abſolutely to 

be prayed for, 48 
In Which a deniall 75 to be interpreted as beſt for us in 
Gods jnragement. ibid, 

2H There may be a reſervation in the denial for ſame grea- 
ter mercys ibid. 

4 I There may be a tran[mutation into ſome other bleſſing of 
the ſame kind. 49 

5 S God when he denies, yet auſwereth to the grand EY our 
prayers. 


6 Y eAra yeilds far init, to give ſatufaflion to his chille. 


FI 
7 S We may know that the prayer notwithſtanding i 75 accepted, 
by the effetts upon the heart, Which are foure. 52 
1 If we acknowledge God righteens in the deniall, 
ibid. 
2 1fGod fills the heart with contentment in the deny- 
all. 2 53 
3 1f the veart be thankfull ont of faith, ibid, 
4 If not diſcouraged, but prayes ſtill. ibid. 


Chap. 10, Application : A reproofe of them that pray, but 
looke not afcer the Retwrnes of their prayers : The cauſes 
of this negleR, are 
1. Temptations: 1 From want of aſſurance that our per- 
ſons are accepted, 55 
2. From the Wweakneſſe of onr prayers : three anſwers 
to it, 56 


The Table. 


3 From not obtaining What we formerly prayed ſor, anſwe- 
8 


red by four things. 
2 ore ſinful diſcouragements, as 59 
1 From ſlothfulneſle in praying. ibid. 
2 Looking at prayer as a duty enely,ani not as a meanes to 
obtaine. 60 
3 Falling into ſinne after prayers. | 61 


Six Obſervations more out of the Text. 
I, Obſer. That God doth ſometimes not ſpeaks peace to hy, 
6 


own people. 4 
2. Obſer. The cauſe thereof ſome folly. ibid. 
3. Obſer. God onely can ſpeake peace, 66 
4. Ofer. God eaſily can give peace. 68 
5 . Obſer. God will certainly ſpeake to his people. 69 


6. Odſer. After peace ſpoken his people ſhould retwrnue no more 

to folly, 70 
T he ſin and folly of relapſing ſhewn by ſeven reaſons. 74 
Temptations from relapſe wato the ſame ſinne after peace ſþo- 


hen, an[wered 
By Scriptures. 83 
By three Examples. 84 
By foure Reaſons, 87 
Five Cantions. | : 91 
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- Twill heare what God the Lord will ſpeake : for He will 


ſpeak peace unto his people, aud to his Saints : but let 
them uot turne againe to folly. 


The Coherence of the Words. 


His PSALME Was penned, in the name and 
for the comfort of the whole Church of the 
Jews, both as a Prophecy of, and a Prayer for 
their returne ont of the Babyloniſh Captivity, 
and the flowing in againe ofthat ancient glory, 

DAZGT 7 peace,adminiiration of Tultice, liberty of Gods 

Ordinances, ey and increaſe, which formerly they enjoyed, 

but had now ſuffered an ebbe of ſeventy years continuance, And 
firſt he beginneth with Prayer, from the firit 7er/e to this we 


have in hand , putting the Lord in minde of, and urging Him 
C with 
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with Ris gracious dealings in former times unto His Church : 
this is not the firſt time ( ſaith he) that the Church hath beene 
in Captivity, and that thou haſt returned it, ( as out of Eg ypr, 
&c.) and therefore we hope that thou wilt doe ſo againe ; T hou 
haſt been favourable unto thy Land, 8c. Nis prayer being finiſh- 
ed, and he having ſpoke, he now ſtands, and liſtens, as you uſe 
to doe when you expe@ an Eccho, what Eccho he ſhould have, 
what anſwer would be returned from Heaven,whither his prayer 
had already come, 1 will heare what the Lord will Speake : or 
as ſome read it, 7 heare what the Lord doth ſpeak : for ſometimes 
there is a preſent Eccho, a ſpeedy anſwer returned to a mans 
heart,even ere thePrayer is half iniſhed,as unto Daniel Dan.g. 20, 
21, Andin briefe it is this, The Lord will ſpeake peace unto Hi; 
people : this anſwer he finds written at the bottome of the Peti- 
tion, but with this clauſe of admonition for time to come, ad- 
ded, Brut let them not returne againe to folly : a good uſe to be 
made of ſo gracious an anſwer, 


Cxap.1. 
The maine obſervation and [nbjett of this Diſconrſe thence deduced': 
That Gods people are diligently to obſerve the anſwers to 
their Prayers : The reaſons of it, 


Heſe words bcing eſpecially ſpoken in relation to the an- 
ſer of God returned to his Prayer made, therefore in that 
relation I mean principally to handle them, - 

Toe obſervation is this ; That when a man hath put up Prayers 
to God, he 1s to reſt aſſured, that God will in mercy anſwer. his 
Prayers, and to liſtes diligently, and ovſerve how his Prayers are 
anſwered : both are here to be obſerved, I will heare what God 
will Speake, that is, how he will accompliſh them ; and withall 
h= confidently expreſſeth an aſſurance, that God wi ſpeake peace. 
Thus doth the Church CA7c.7.7,5. 1 Will looks to the Lord, I will 
Waite, my God will heare me : She was both ſure of gracious au- 
dience with him, »2y God will heare me : and ſhe will watte till 
he anſwers her, and obſerve how he doth it, 7 will looks ro the 
Lord : and verſe 9. 1 Wil beare the indignation of the Lord, till ” 

plea 
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pleal my cauſe, So Habakkak, he having made a Prayer againſt 
the Tyranny of Nebachadnezzar , in the firſt Chapter , having 
ended it, he begins the ſecond Chapter thns, 7 will Stand upon 


my Watch tower, and ſee what be will anſWer me : and in the end an 


anſwer comes verſe 2, And as he thus waited for a Viſton ( for 
ſometime their Prophecies were in anſwer to their prayers ) ſo 
ſhould we for an anſwer unto ours. 

I. Reaſon, becauſe otherwiſe you take an Ordinance of God 
in vaine in your hearts, which is to take Gods Name(with whom 
in that Ordinance you deal) i warxe : for it is a figne you thinke 
your Prayer not an effeQuall meanes to attaine that end it 
is ordained for ; and fay ſecretly in your hearts, as they 7ob 21. 
15. What profit have we, if we pray to him * for if we uſe any 
means, and expe& not the end, it is a figne we think the meanes 
vaine to accompliſh that end, Whereas every faithfull Prayer is 
ordained of God to be a meanes to obtaine what we defire 
and pray for, and is not put up in vaine, but ſhall have anſwer : 
1 16hn$5.14,15. This ts the confidence that we have in Him, that 
if we aske any thing according to Hu Will, He heareth us : tis true, 
God heareth an enemy, bur to. heare with favorr, is the hearing 
there meant ; and is ſo uſed in our ordinary ſpeech,as we ſay of 2 
Favourite, that he hath the Kings eare ; and if a man be ob/?inate 
to a mans cornſell, we ſay, he world net heare, though he give 
the hearirg ; ſo here, zo heare is a word of gracious inclination 
to doe the things required ; and thus Gods eares are faid to be 
open to their Prayers ; and lo it foilowes there, that if he heareth; 
15, whatſoever we ashe, we know that we have the petitions that 
we deſired of Him. Afloone as we have prayed, we are ſaid to 
have our petitions, that is, they are then granted, and we may be 
confident they are aſſented unto by God ; although in regard of 
outward diſpenſation, the command for accompliſhment is not 
yet come forth : even as a petitioner is faid to have his ſuite, 
when the word of the King is goxe forth that it ſhall be done; 
though ir paſſeth not the Seale, or be not figned a good while 
after, And like as when a wicked man finneth, afloone as the at 
is committed, fo ſoone doth ſentence from God goe forth againſt 
the ſinner, bur the Zxecntion overtakes him not (it may be) a 


good white after, according to that of So/omon, Sextence againſt 
GD an 
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Reaſon 2. 
Te tahc the 

Attributcs of 

God itt Vale, 


Plale 65.2» 


as cvill doer is not preſently.excomed , tt. is preſently ſentenced, as 
the words.imply, but.not execmtea : fo. in-like'manner.falleth-it 
out, when a godly raan prayes, that as. ſoone. as-the. prayer ar- 
rivesin Reaven ( which is 1n an inſtant.) fo, ſoon isthe- petition 
granted, (S0-Dan.g. at.the beginning Of his prayer the: Command 
came forth, ver.23, though the Angel, who-bronghe the anſwer; 
arrived not at him till rowardsthe-end in. the Evening,.ver, 21, ). 
but the. reall accompliſhment\ of it may: be deferred; So as:no 
prayer in-reſpe& of an aniwer. to .it.is. invaine;.hut where God: 
hath given a heart to ſpeak, He hath an care to heare, and-love 
to return- an anſiver ; which not to. regard, is to take an Ordi- 
nance in vaine, whichis Gods Name, 

And ſecondly., not fimply Geds Name, as in an Ordinance 
madeknown, but alſo His Name, that is, His Attributes are 
taken in vain, For it is a. ſigne you think of that God you pray 
to, that either ki; eare 15 heavy, that he cannot heare : or his band 
fhortned, that he cannot ſave : or his heart ſtraitned, and his bowells 
reſtrained, that he Will ot : And thus you rob him, and deſpoile 
him of one of his moſt Royall. Titles, whereby he ſtites himſelf, 
a Go1 that hearethprayers ; who.is ſo regardfull of them, thar in 
the firil of Kings 8.59, they are ſaid to be nigh the Lord day aud 
»icht, they are all before him, and. he ſets them in his view, as 
we Coe {tters of friends which weltick in our windows, that 
wee may remember to anſwer them, or lay them not out of 
onr boſoraes, that we might be fare not to forget them: ſo the 
petitions of his people, pafle not out of his fight, till ke ſends an 
anſwer , which is called ſpeaking- here ; God ſpeakivo as well in 
nis ork as in his word, But you, by your negleR herein, make 
an 1doll God of him, ſuch as were the vazities of the Heathen, as 
if he had eares-and heard :0t,. eyes and ſaw not your need-8&c, Snch- 
a God 3s Elias moekt , Tou muſt Speake aloud ( ſaith he ) be may 
be in a joxrnep, &c. Even ſuch'a GoZ doe you make the God of 
Heaven and earthto be, whilelt you put no more conrfilence in 
him, or makeno more reckoning of your prayers to him, then 
the heathens dig- of their ſacrifices to their gods,. Petitioners doe 
not only pac up their reque{t,but uſe to wait at great mens doors,. 
and enquire, and liften what.anfwer 1s given unto-themr; andiit 
is part of an” hoyoxy-to grant-menthat.wedo ſo; and: for the 


ſame 
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ſame end are we alſo to wait 07 Gel, as an acknowledgement of 

his greaineſſe, and our diftance from him, and dependance upon 

kim: ; as the eyes of the ſervants looks to the hand of their CAlaſfters : Plal. 123. 2, 
ſo ao we ( ſaith David) on thee, till thou haſt mercy on 9, And 

P/al.13o. after he had prayed,ver.2.he ſaith, he waited more 7) ex 

they that Watch for the mornixg, like thoſe that having ſome great 

buſineſſe to doe on the morrow, long for the day light,and look 

often out to ſpy the day, ſo he for a glimmering, and dawning 

of an anſwer, The Jike we have P/al.5.3. 1n the morning will ] di- 

ret my prayer to thee,and look, that isfor an anſwer, 

Againe, 3. If God doth give you an anſwer, if you minde it Reaſon +. 
not, you let God ſpeake to you in vaine, when you doe not 1f Ged give ay 
liſten to what he anſwers : If two men walke together, and the /®cr, we mate 
one, when himſelfe hath ſaid, and ſpoke what he would , liſtens ors [Peale in 
nor, but is regardlefle of what the other anſwers, he exceeding- "I 
ly lights the man : As 70n reſponarre pro convitro eff, not to an- 
ſiver againe is contempt; ſo non attendere, not to attend to what 
one ſayes: Now our ſpeaking to God &y prayers, and his ſpeaking 
to us by anſwers thereunto, and to ſtudy his dealings-with us, 
by comparing our prayers and his anſwers together,. which are 
as Dialoones between us and-him, is one great part of our als- 

117 With God. It is faid of Samnels Prophecy, that not a Word of ; $1, . . 
it fell to the gound:; and ſo it may be ſaid of our prayers ; and ſro Lea 
tought to be of Godr anſwers, not a Word of them ſhould fall to 
the ground : as there doth, if you by your obſervation, and liſt: 
ning therennto catch them not, ( as Benhadads ſervants are ſaid 
to dos Ahabs words) apprehend , and obſerve them not : 
and by the ſame reaſon that -you- are to obſerve the fulfilling of 
Gods promiſes, .you are of your prayers alſo : now, 1 Kings 
$8.56. 1t is ſaid, #9t one word-fanled of ail he promiſed. Solomon had 
obferved this by a particular ſurvay, and regiſter made of all that 
God had ſpoken and-done for them, and found not a promife 
unperformed : and there' is the like reaſon both of anſwers to 
prayers, ( for prayers are but putting premiſes into ſwite; ) and 
for.our obſerving of them : and therefore Solomen brings thoſe 
words in there, to this very purpoſe, to confirme their faith in 
this, that no prayers made , would faile, being grounded on a 


promiſe, thereby to- encourage others, and his own heartto 
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Reaſon 4. 
God may be 

provoked,” net to 

anſwer at all, 


H<b.10-36, 


diligence herein, as alſoasa motive unto God (to heare him 5 
for ver.59. he inferrs upon it, /e: my words be nigh thee, 8Cc- 
Seeing thou alwayes thus performeft thy good word unto thy 
cople. 
s 4. Yea, youwill provoke the Zora not to anſwer at all,he will 
forbeare to anſwer , becauſe hee ſees it will be thus in vane, 
When a man is talking to one that liſtens not to him, he will 
ceaſe to anſwer, and leave off ſpeaking, and ſo will God, So 
as that which the 4poſle ſaith of faith, that it is not enongh to be- 
leeve, but when you have done the will of God, you have need of pa- 


- riexce tO eeke out faith, that yor may inherit the promiſes, may be 


Realon 5. 
We ſhall not 
rcturne thanks 
to God for hcar- 
ing us. 
Col.4.2, 


Reaſon 6. 
We loſe much 
Cxpericnee, 


alſo ſaid, and isaltke true of praying : it is not enough to pray, 
but afcer you have prayed, you haveneed to liſten for an anſwer, 
that you may receive your prayers ; God will not fulfill them 
elſe. As he ſaid, The Sermon was not done, when yet the Preach- 
er had done, becauſe it is not done till praiſed : fo our pray- 
ers are not done,when yet made, but you muſt further waite for, 
and attend the accompliſhment, 

5. If you obſerve not his anſwers, how ſhall you bleſſe God, 
and returne thanks to him for hearing your prayers ? P/al.116. 
1,2. I lovethe Lord, becauſe be hath heard my woyce, and my ſup* 
plication, and therefore he goes on to thanke him, throughout 
the whole Plalme. You are to watch unto prayer with thanksgi- 
ving : and therefore, as to watch, to obſerve, and recolleR your 
own wants, which you are to pray for , that you may have mat- 
ter of requeſts to put up, ſo alſo to obſerve Gods anſwers for 
matter of thankſgiving ; and many fill that common. place-head 
full of matter , to furniſh them for petitioning, but as for this 
other of thankſgiving , they watch not unto it againſt they come 
to pray, nor ſtudy matter for that head alſo ; and if any indy 
will furniſh yon this way, it is the liudying out of Gods anſwers 
to your prayers : The reaſon you pray ſo much, and give thanks 
ſo little, is, that you minde not Gods anſwers : you doe not 
ſtudy them. When we: have put up a faithfull prayer, God is 
made our Debtor by promiſe, and we are to take notice of his 
payment,and give him an acknowledgement of the receipt of it, 
he loſeth of his glory elſe, ; 

6. As God loſeth, fo your ſelves alſo the experience which 


you 
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you might get hereby. 1. Both experience of God and his faith- # 
| fulneſſe, which will cauſe in you, hope and confidence in God ' Of Gods faith- 
another time, when you have found him againe and againe an» f/#%40* 70 us. 
ſwering your prayers. It was a ſpeech of one eminent in holi- 
_ nefſe, upon occaſion of the accompliſhment of a great requeſt 
made to God by him, That God having never denied him any 
requelt ; 1 have tried Gol often, now (ſayes he ) henceforth I will 
traſt him; if the hearing the prayers of another, will encourage 
us to £0 to God, ( as P/al.33.5 .For this cauſe ſhall every one that 
z5 godly pry unto thee ) much more when wee obſerve, and have 
experience that our owne are heard : Therefore ( ſayes Daviad,) 
P[al.116. 1, 2. The Lord hath heard me, and I will call #pox him 
4 long as Tlive © as if he had faid, Now that God hath heard 
me, now I know what to doe : this experiment, if I had no 
more, is enough to encourage me for ever to pray unto God : 
I have learned by it to call upon him, as long as T live. And alſo 
2. by obſerving Gods anſwers to your prayers, you will gaine = 
much inſight into your own hearts, and wayes, and prayers; and , f = —_ 
may thereby learne how to judge of them. So P/al. 66.18,19. parts and waxes 
Davids aſſurance that he did not regard iniquity in his heart, was toward him, 
ſrengthned by Gods having heard his prayers ; for thus he rea- 
ſons, If Tregard iniquity in my heart, God will not heare me : But 
God hath heard me.” For 1. if God doth not grant your petiti- 
ons, it will pat you to ſtudy a reaſon of that his dealing : and fo 
you will come to ſearch into your prayers,and the carriage of 
your hearts therefore, to ſee whether you aid not pray amiſſe ; 
according to that, Tee luſt,and have not, becanſe yee ache amiſſe, 
Tqmes 4.3. As if youſend to a friend, who is punRuall in that 
point of friendſhip of returning anſwers , and uſeth not to faile, 
and you receive no anſwer from him, you will begin to thinke 
there is ſomething in it : and fo alſo here, When a Petition is 
denied, you will be jealous of your ſelves, and inquiſitive, What 
ſhould be the matter, and ſo by that ſearch come to ſee that in 
your prayers, Which you will learne to mend the next time. Or 
2, if they. be anſwered, yet becauſe that therein uſually God 
deales in a proportion with you to your prayers, ( as you might 
perceive if you would obſerve his dealings with you ) you would 
by this meanes come to have much inſight into Gods accepta- 
tion, 
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tion, and opinion of your waves : For you ſhould ſee his deal. 
in2s with you, and yours with Him, to be exceeding parallel and 
correſpondent, and hold proportion each with other. So P/21, 


18.6. In my diſtreſſe I called upon the Lova, and fo ver. 7. 8, &c. 


he goes on to deſcribe his deliverarice which was the fruit of 
thote prayers, and then at 20.21, verſes, &c, he addes his obſer- 
vation upon both, According te the cleanneſſe of my havds hath he 
dealt with mee, tc. For With the pure thou ſhalt ſhevv thy ſelfe 
EYP. 

7. You will loſe mach of your comfort : there is no greater 
joy then to ſee prayers anſw:red , or to ſee ſoules converted by 
us, {oh 16. 24. eLke and you ſhall recerve that yonrr joy miy be 


fall : the receivitig anſwers makes joy to abound and overflow. 


Yea, even when we pray for others , if our pravers be anſwered 
for them, our joyes ate exceeding great ; much more when in'orr 
own behaife : and therein, even in the ſmalleſt rhings which a 


Chriſtian doth enjoy, 'doth his comfort exceed anothers, that 


he hath them by vertue of prayers, and promiſes : he knowes 
how he came by them ; 1f/tolen Waters be fweet , and bread eates; 
in ſecret, &c, ( as Solomon fayes ) to wicked men ; beg'd meate 


75 much more ſweete to godly men : yea, in the very praying for . 


ourward mercies, there is more ſweetnefſe, then they have in en- 
joying them. As it is joy to a good heart to ſee any one con- 
verted, but much'more to him that is the meanes of it ; Thave 
0 greater 157 (ayes S.Zohm ) then that my chilavcn walke tntraths: 
So to ſee God doe good to his Chnrch, and heare others pray- 
ers, is a comfort, but much more to ſee him doe it at a mars 
owne prayers. Therefore when God reſtores, comfort to 2 
droopirg loule, he is ſaid, E/y 57. To refore comfort allo to his 
mourners, that is, to thoſe that prayed and mourned for him, as 
well as unto that ſoule it ſeife, it being a comfort to them to ſee 


their prayers anſwered, Comfort it is many wayes : 1, To heare 


from God ; as to heare from a friend, though it be but ewo or 
thtiree words, and that about a ſmall matter, if there be at the 
bsttome this ſubſcription, Torr loving father, or, Tour aſſured 
Fiend, it ſatisfies abundantly : fo alſo, 2. To know that God is 
mindefull of us, accepts our works, fulfills his promiſes : 3.How 
Coth it rejoyce one to finde another of his minde in a contro- 

verhie ? 
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verſie ? but that God and we ſhould be of oze winde, and con- 
curre in the defire of the ſame things ; zo: two is the earth onely 
agree, but God who is in heaven and we to agree, this rejoyceth 
the heart exceedingly. And thus it is when a man perceives his 
prayer anſwered. Therefore you loſe much of your comfort in 
bleſſings, when you doe not obſerve anſwers to your prayers. 


Caap. II. 
Three caſes propounaed : The firſt concerning prayers for 
the Church, and for the accompliſhment of ſuch promiſes 
as may fall out in ages to come. 


Ow as for rules,and helps to find outGods meaning towards 
you in your prayers, and to ſpie out anſwers ; and how to 
know when God doth any thing in anſwer to your prayers, this 
is the next thing to be handled : wherein, firſt, T will anſwer 
ſome caſes and queries which may fall out in ſeverall forts of 
prayers, about the anſwering of them - 
1. As firſt, concerning.prayers put up for the Church, for 
the accompliſhment of ſuch things as fall out in alt ages to 


come. 
2, Concerning prayers made for others of your friends, kin- 


dred, &c., | 

3. Concerning thoſe prayers, whether for your ſelves or 0- 
thers, wherein others joyne with you. 

For the firſt, Firſt, there may be ſome prayers, which you 
mult be content, never your ſelves to ſee anſwered in this world, 
the accompliſhment of them not falling out in your time : ſuch 
as are thoſe you haply make for the calling of the Jewes, the ut- 
ter downfall of Gods enemies, the flouriſhing of the Goſpe], the 
full parity and liberty of Gods Ocdinances, the particular flou- 
riſhing and good of the ſociety and place you live in: all you 
whoſe hearts are right, doe treaſure up many ſuch prayers as 
theſe, and /ow much of ſuch precious ſeed, which you muſt be con- 


S. I; 
The full an- 
ſwer to ſuch 
prayers 1s to 
come. 


rent to have the Church (ir may be) in after Ages to reap: All | * 


which prayers are not yet loſt, bat will have anſwers : for as 
D God 
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God is an erernall God, and Chriſts righteouſneſſe an everlaſting 
righteouſueſſe, and therefore of eternal efficacy, Dan, 9. 24. Be- 
ing offered up by the eteruall Spirit, Heb. 9.14. So are prayers 
alſo, which are the work of the eternall Spirit of Chriſt, made to 
that God in his Name, and in him are eternally accepted, and of 
cternall force, and therefore may take place in after Ages. So 
the prayer that Saint Stephen made for. his perſecutors, tooke 
place in $7 when Saint Stephen was dead, So Davids prayer 
againſt 74das, P/al. 1c9. $, 9g. tooke effeR above a thouſand 
years after, a5 appears, As 1, 20, So the prayers of the Church 
for three hundred years in the Primitive times, that Kings might 
come to the knowledge of the truth, and they lead peaceable and quiet 
lives in all Godlineſſe and honeſty, (which Saint Paul in Nero's 
time extorted unto, I 7m. 2. 2. ) were not anſwered, and ac- 
Revel.t2,11, compliſhed till Conſtantines time , - when the Church brought 
forth a Man childe. $o Z/ay 58. after he had exhorted to, and 

given direRions for faſting and prayer in a right manner, he 

adjoyneth this promiſe : Thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundation of ma- 

ny generations ; thiu ſhalt be called the repairer of the breach,namely 

for this, becauſc his faſting, and prayers might have influence 

into many 2ges yet to core, in the accompliſhment of what was : 

prayce ir. And that which Chriſt ſayes of the Apoſtles,reaping 

the fi u't of Saint Fobn the Baptiſts miniſtery, and the ſeed he had 

ſowne, is in lixe manner herein verified ; Fohy 4. 37. One ſoweth 

and :zothker reapeth, And 1n this ſenſe that which the Papiſts ſay 

is crue, that there 15a common treaſury of the Church, not of 

cheir z7c741s, but of their prayers : there are bottles of teares a 

filling, Vials a filling to be poured ont for the deſtruion of Goxs 

enemies ; what a collection of prayers hath there beene theſe 

many 3ges towards it ? and that may be one reaſon why God 

will doe ſuch great things towards the end of the world, even 

becauſe there hath been ſo great a ſtock of prayers going, for fo 

many ages, which is now to be returned : and herein it falls out 

to us in our prayers as in their prophecies to the Prophets of old, 

+ Pitts, The Spirn ta them aid ſonifie the ſnfferings of Chrilt, aud the glory 
that ſhould follow. Unto Wham it Was revealed, that net unto then» 

ſetves,but unto u4 they aia miniſter the things that are now revealed : 

and thus is it 13 the ſpirit of prayer, which is 1n ſtead of the ſpirit 

f 
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It 


of prophecy : for we pray through the guidance of the Sprrit (10 
reacheth us what to aske) for many things that come to paſſe in af. 
ter Ages. 

Onely at preſent, it may be, in prayer thou haſt revealed unto 
thee by a ſecret impreſſion made on thy ſpirit, that theſe things 
ſhall come to paſſe, and ſo haſt thy faith confirmed in them, and 
withall an evidence, that even for thy prayers, among others, 
God will performe them ; and that the contribution of thy 
prayers, doth help to make up the ſumme - and npon ſuch pra;'- 
ers God uſually for the preſent alſo teſtifies the acceptation of a 
mans perſon. and reveales himſelfe moſt to him that he is his ; as 
he did to /ofes ; he never revealed his love to Moſes more, then 
when he prayed moſt for Gods people. And haply thou halt 
that as one of thy beſt evidences of the uprightneſ[? of thy hear, 
that thou canſt pray for the Churches good, thouzh for a long 
time tocome, which thou mayeſt never behold with thine eyes, 
even 25 David alſo did, and rejoyced in it, 

And when they zre accomplithed, and thou in heaven, thy joy 
will ſurely be the mgre full for theſe thy prayers ; as at the con- 
verſion of thoſe thou haſt prayed for, ſo at the ruine of the 
Churches enemies, &c. whom thou did{t pray againſt ; For if 
there be joy in heaven at the converſion of a ſinner, (as at the birth 
of a new Prince and Heire of heaven) then haply in a proportion 
he ſhall rejoyce moſt! whoſe prayers had moſt hand init, and a 
ſpeciall intereſt therein, And fo as thy other works, ſo thy pray- 
ers follow thee, and the fruit of them, as feremy ſpeakes ; and how 
ever yet at the day of Judgement thou ſhalt rejoyce, as well as 
they that enjoyed the fruit of thy prayers in their times, thou 
having ſown the ſeed: of their happineſſe ; both he that ſowes, 
and he that reaps ſpall then reoyce together, as Chrilt ſayes, 7oh, 
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Such prayers 
for others 
God often 
orameth. 


%eve<.1.59, 


Cnav FI | 
The ſecond caſe concerning prayers made for others : of our 
friends, &rc. How they arc anſwered. 


He ſccond caſe is, concerning anſwers to our prayers for 
others, for particular men, as friends, and kindred, &c, and 
likewiſe for temporall bleſſings. 

Pray for others you know we muſt : ſo the Elders of the 
Church for thoſe that are ſick, Fames 5.15, 16. Pray one for ano- 
ther, ſajes Saint Fames : as in caſe a man is troubled with a luſt, 
rell ſome private friend of it, {onfeſſe your ſinnes one to another ; 
that when a mans owne prayers are not ſtrong enongh to caſt it 
out, it may be done by the help of anothers prayers joyned with 
his, (So it follows, That ye may be healed, ver. 16. For in that 
ſznſe I underſtand healing in ver. 16.) So alfo, 1 Fohn 5.16. 1f a 
man ſee his brother fin a ſinne, which tz not unto death, that is nor a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhall aske life for him, and God ſhall oive 
him life, that ſinnes not unto death, 54 

Concerning; this caſe I give theſe con{tderations, how ſuch 
prayers are anſwered. 

1. Conſideration. Such prayers God often heareth, why elſe 
are any ſuch promiſes made ? as That they ſhall be healed in their 
bedies, Jam.5.15. healed of their luſts, ver. 16, converted to life, 
I John 5.16. God hath made theſe ro encourage us to pray, and 
to teſtifie his. abundant love to us; thar it fo overflowes and 
runs over, that he will hear us, not onely for our ſelves, but for 
others alſo : which 1s a figne we are in extraordinary favour, So 


God intimates cor.cerning Abraham, to Abimelech,Gen,20.7, He - 


35 a Prophct, and he ſhall pray for thee,and thon ſhalt live : and as he 
was a Prophet, ſo We are Prieſts ; as for our ſelves, fo for others 
alſo, to GOD owr Father : and 1t 152 prerogative we have through 
the fellowſhip we have, and communion of Cyur1sTs Prieftly 
effice,vho hath made us Kings and Prieſts,to prevaile and intercede 
tor others ; and a ſpeciall token and pledge of extraordinary 
love. For if God hears a mans prayers for others, mach more for 
himſelfe in his owne behalfe. So when Chriſt healed the man 
fack of the pallie, it was, as it is ſaid, For the faith of the tanders 
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by, Mar.9.2. He ſeeing their faith, ſaid, Thy ſinnes are forgiven thee ; 
the meaning is, not as if for their faith ſake he forgavechat man 
his fins, for, The juft doth live by his (one) faith : but to encon- 
rage them, who out of faith bronghe that fick man to him ; and 
us all in like manner to bring others, and thetr plaints, by prayer, 
before him ; he therefore then tooke occaſion to declare and 
pronounce forgivenefle to that pgore maa z he therefore then 
ſaid, Thy finnes are forgiven thee. 

2, Conſideration : yet ſecondly, prayers for others may often 
alſo not obtaine the particular thing prayed for them. So Sa- 
muels prayer for Sanl, 1 Sam. 15. 35. S0 David for his enemies, 
Pſal. 37. 13+ | 

For it is in this, as it is in the uſe of other meanes and O:di. 
nances for the good of others ; God making ſach like kinde of 
promiſes to our prayers herein as he hath made to our indeavours 
co convert when we preach to men : that looke as we preach to 
many, and yet but few beleeve, for, 7ho hath beleeve onr report? 
as many as are ordained to eternal life ; we become all to all, aud 
winze but ſome: SO we pray for many, not knowing who are 
ordained to eternall life, which whileſt we know not, we are yer 
to pray for them, 1 Tim. 2. 3,4. Onely as where God hath ſer 
his Ocdinance of Preaching, it is more then a probable ſigne he 
hath ſome to convert, and uſually the word takes among ſome, 
though often but a few : ſo when he hath ſtirred up our hearts 
co pray for others, it is a ſign? God will heare us for ſome of 
thoſe we pray for : yet ſo as we may be denied. For God doth 
require it as a duty on our parts. becauſe it ts an outward mcanes 
ordained by God, by which ſometimes He uſeth to bring things 
co paſſe, bur yet not as ſuch a cercaine, and infallibie meanes, 
as he hath tied himſelfe uuiverſally unto, to bring the thing ro 
paſſe on his part, | 

And though indeed his promiſe to heare and accept the prayer 
is generail and univerſall : yet the promiſe to heare ir, by granting 
che very thing it ſelfe prayed for, is but an indefinite promiſe ; 
ſuch as he makes to other meanes- of doing men g00d, as to our 
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admonitions and reproofes, and to our preaching, &c. He makes 


ſnch promiſes, becauſe ſometimes he aoth heare , and convert by 


them, For inſtance, that promiſe Jam. 5, 15. of healing the ſicke, 
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Hcb.9 27. 


Tiluftrated by 
the like tenour 
of all proniles 
of things tem- 
porall. 


Eccleh,7.2- 


The faith to= 
wards them 
required to be 
21indefinite 
at of recum- 
bency, not of 
affurance, 


cannot be univerfall : For it might then be ſuppoled as a truth 
;implyed in it,that ſick men might never die, when as it 1s appoizred 
for all men once to die, ſeeing it may be ſuppoſed that the Elders 
may at all ſach times of danger of death till come and pray with 
them : but the meaning is, that 1t is an ordinance, which God 
hath made a gracious promiſe unto, becauſe he often doth reſtore 
the ſick at their prayers : and therefore upon every ſuch parti- 
cular occaſion, we are to relie upon God for the performance 
of ir,hy an aR of recumbency,though with an a& of full aſſurance 
that we (hall obtaine it, we cannot ; the promiſe not being uni- 
verſall, but indefinite, 

Of the like nature are all other promiſes of things temporall, 
and outward, (of which we herein ſpeak) as when Gol promi- 
ſeth to give long life to them that hononr their parents ; riches and 
hononrs to them that fear him ; the tenour and purport of which 
promiſes is not, as if abſolutely, infallibly, and univerſally God 
doth alwayes perform theſe to thoſe thar are yet truly qualified 
with the conditions ſpecified in thoſe promiſes ; The contrary 
both Scripture, inſtances, and common experience ſhewes : they 
are therefore indefinitely meant, and ſo to be underſtood by us ; 
for, becauſe when ever God doth diſpenſe any ſuch mercics to 
ary of his,he would doe it by promiſe ; All hz Wayes to His being 
trnth, that is, the fulfilling of ſome truth. promiſed ; and alſo 
God having purpoſed in his outward diſpenſation of things here 
in this world, to beſtow riches and honours upon ſome that fear 
him, (though not ypon all, for how then ſhould all things fall alike 
to all? Poverty and contempt upon them that fear God, even as 
well as thoſe that fear Him zot.) He hath therefore indefinitely 
expreſſed his gracious diſpenſation herein : requiring anſwerably 
an a& of faith (which principle in ns is ſuited to a promiſe, as a 
faculty is to its proper objeR) ſuitable to that his meaning in the 
promiſe ; That as he intended not in ſuch promiſes an abſolute, 
infallible, univerſall obligation of himſelf to the performance of 
them to all chat fear him : ſo the a of faith which a man is to 
put forth toward this promiſe, in the application of it for his 
own particular, is not required to be an abſolute, infallible per- 
ſwaſion,and aſſurance that God wil beltow theſe outward things 
upon him, haviog theſe qualifications in him ; but onely an ide- 


finite 


UMI 


UMI 


_ will perform it to me in ſuch or ſuch a manner, &c, Bur only an 


Cnar3. The returne of Prayers. 15 


finite aft (as T may ſo call it) of recumbency and ſubmiſſion ; caſting 
and adventuring our ſelves upon him for the performance of it to 
ns, not knowing but he may in his outward difpenſations make it 
g00d to us, yet with ſubmiſſion co His good pleaſure, if other- 
wiſe He diſpoſeth it, | 

It is true indeed, that that aA of gererall aſſent, which faith is Though of at 
to give to this promiſe in the general] abltra& truth of ir, is to wr 
be an aſſured certain perſwaſion and belief, that God hath made f, 1 _ = 
this promiſe, and that He certainly will, and dothiperform it un- jn the applica 


. to ſome according to his purpoſe expreſſed therein ; which a& of tion of it, 


generall aſſent, is that beleeving without wavering, namely of the 

truth of the promiſe in generall, which Saint Zames calls for in 

prayer, James 2. 6, But yet that ſpeciall at of applicatioa (as Di- 

vines call it) required 1n this faith, whercby I am to reſt upon it, 

for my own particular, is not required to be ſach an undoubted 

perſwaſion, as to think that I (hall certainly have this particular 

promiſe in kind fulfilled to me ; for the truth, purpoſe, and in- 

rene of the promiſe, is not univerſall, but indefinite, So as it is 

but an 7t may be (as God elſewhere expretſeth ſuch promiſes, as 

Zeph.2.1,2.) that it ſhall be performed to me : and yer becauſe 

it may be God wiil performe it unto me, therefore my duty is to. 

caſt my ſelf upon God ; and put io for it, with ſubmiſſion to His 

good pleaſure for the performance of it co me. So that ſo far as 

the truth and intent of it, is revealed to be infallible.and certain, 

ſo far a man is bound to have an anſwerable aRt of faith, of cer- 

tain and infallible perſwaſion towards it, as to believe withour 

wavering that God hath made ſuch a promiſe, and will perform 

it according to his intent in making it, which is #»t9 ſome : 

but yet withall becauſe the tenour of it is but indefinite, & in'that 

reſpe&, whether it ſhall be performed to me or no,is not therein 

certainly revealed ; Therefore God requires not of me in the 

3pplication of ſuch a promiſe an abſolute full perſwaſion that he 

a of dependence and adherence with referring ic to his wiſe Y* v3 God 

and righteous good pleaſure towards me. | —_— 
And yet again, if God ſhould ar any time give a man ſuch a &ich, Fes we: 

ſpeciall Faith concerning any fach particular cemporall bleſſing are to be afſu- 


for himſelf or another, - then he is bonnd to believe it thus in par- red the thing, 
ticular hall be do:ic. 
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ticu'ar : 3s when He give power to any to work miracles, (as to 


his Apoſtics Hz did, with a Commiſſion to work them) then 
they were bound to believe thac fack and ſuch a miracle ſhoutd 


- infallibly be wronghe by them ; as that the Devills ſhyu'd be caſt 


out by them, &c. And therefore in this caſe Chriſt rebukes His 
Diſciples, for not believing thus npon ſuch particular occaſions, 
Mat.17.20.And then it is alſo true,that if God give ſuch a Faith, 


* He will infallibly performe it : and thus thoſe his words are to 


An obje&tion be underſtood, 2at. 27.2 2. Whatſoever ye aske in faith believing, 


prevented. 
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7e ſpall receive, he ſpeaks it of the faith of miracles, for 21 verſe 
he had ſaid, f ye believe ard donht not, ye ſhall ſay to this Mountain, 
remove into the ſea, and it ſoall be removed: fo that when, God 
works ſuch a faith, and we are called to it, we are bound to be- 


leeve with a certain perſwaſton that ſuch a ching will be done,and - 


it ſhall be done; but unto ſuch a kind of ſpeciall faith in tempo- 
rall promiſes for our ſelves or others, God doth not now al- 
wayes call 0s, If indeed at any time we did believe, and doubted 
by reaſon of a ſpeciall faith wrought by God, that God would 
remove a Mountain into the Sea, or beltow any outward mercy, 
it ſhould be done : for he that ſtirred up ſuch a faith, would ac- 
compliſh the thing : bur it is not that, which God requires of 
belcevers,that they ſhould without doubting thus believe concer= 


nirg outward things ; the promiſes thcreof being not univerſall,, 


bur indefinite ; and therefore anſwerably a man is not abſolutely 
bound to belcevethat God will certainly beſtow ſuch a tempo- 
rall bleſſing on him, no not though he ſhould have the qualif- 
cation, which the promiſe is made unto, the promiſe being not 
univerſal}, made to all ſo qualified, but indefinite to ſome of ſuch 
ſo qualified. The caſc is the fame of beleeving promiſes made to 
eur praying for others, which is the thing in hang, 

3- When the prayers are thus made ont of conſcience of our 
duty for ſuch, whom yet God doth not intend that mercy un- 
to, thn they are returned again into our own boſomes to our 
advantage: even as S., Pazl ſaith, That hrs rejoycing that ethers 
preached,chough they loſt their labour, ſhould rw» to his ſalvation, 
Phil.1.20.S0 prayers for others,though to the parties themſelves 
were prayed for in vain, yet they turn to our good. So Pſalm. 
35-12,13» When his enemies Were ſick, David he prayed and ham- 


* bled 
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bled bimſelf, and my prayers (layes he) turned into my boſame. 
David did by this his prayer in ſecret for his enemies, teltihe the 
ſincerity of his heart ro God, and his true forgiveneſſe of them, 
(for it is the uſuall diſpoſition of Gods Children, to pray for 
them that are the greateſt enemies to them) and this prayer 
though it did not profit them, yet it turned to Davids own good, 
it came back, and home againe to him, with bleſſings ro him- 
ſelfe ; God delighting in, and rewarding ſuch a diſpoſition in 
his childe, as much as any other ; becauſe therein we refemble 
Chriſt ſo truly, and ſhew that God is-our Father, and our ſelves 
to have his bowels in us; and God ſtirreth up this praying diſpo- 
ſition in his children for their enemics, not alwayes that he 
| meanes to heare thefn for them, but becauſe he meanes to draw 
| forth, and ſo have an occaſion to reward thoſe holy diſpoſitions, 
| which are the nobleſt parts of his image in them, and wherewith 
| he is ſo much delighted ; and ſo their prayers recurne into their 
| owne boſomes, and it is taken, as if they had prayed for them- 
ſelves all that while, Thus im like manner, when Moſes prayed 
ſo earneſtly for the people of acl, God offered to returne his 
praycr into his owne boſome, and doe as much for him alone, as by 
he had deſired that God would doe for them, 7 will make of thee EX0d+ 3213+ 
a great Nation, (fayes God to him) for whom I will doe as much 
for thy ſ:ke, as thou haſt prayed I ſhould doe for theſe. As in 
preaching the Goſpell, Chriſ? told the Diſciples, That if in any 
houſe they came to preach peace, there were not a Sox of peace, 
Luke 10, on whom the meſſage might take place, and their peace 
reſt, Tour peace (ſayes he) ſhall returne unto you againe, $0 is it, 
if your prayers take not place. 

4. If we have prayed long for thoſe, whom God intends not ÞFS. 4; 
mercy unto, he will in the end caſt them out of our prayers and God often in 
hearts, and take our hcarts off from praying for them. That = end caſts 
which he did by a revelation from heaven co ſome Prophets of _ = _ x 

old, as to Samwel and Feremiah, the ſame he doth by a more un. Song not to 
diſcerned worke ; that is, by withdrawing aſliltance to pray for heare us for. 
ſuch ; by withdrawing the ſpirit of ſupplication from a man, for 
ſome men,and in ſome buſineſſes. Now thus he did with Samnel , 
Why doſt thou mourne for Saul ? 1 Sam. 16.1, So with Feremiah, 
| Jer. 7.16, Pray not for this prople : on this he doth, becauſe he Thereaion, 

is 
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is loath when his people doe pray but to hear: them ; and would 
not that ſuch precious breath as that of prayer is, ſhouid be with- 
ont its full and dire fucceſle, or be in vaine : therefore when he 
meanes not to heare, he laies the key of prayer out of the way, 
fo deſirous is he to give anſivers to every prayer, Ic falls out in 
this caſe of praying for another, as in reproving another. One 
whom God intends not good unto, God will lock up a mans 
heart towards ſuch a man, that he ſhall not be able to reprove 
him ; when towards another,God doth inlarge it as much,where 
he intends good ; thus it is ſometimes in praying for another : 
ſo as in praying a man ſhall not be able to pray for, as not to re- 
prove ſuch a” man, though his heart was to doe both : bur it 
fareth with him as God threatneth concerning Ezekze/ towards 
that people, that he makes his zo-gne cleave to the roofe of his 
mouth. 

4, God will heare thoſe prayers for, and anſwer them in ſome 
others, in whom we ſhall have as much comfort, as in theſe we 
prayed for: and fo it often proves aftd falls out. God, to ſhew 
he lookes not as man locks, nor chooſeth as he chooſeth, lets our 
hearts be ſet on worke to pray for theconverſion or good of one 
he intends not mercy to ; and then anſwers them in ſome other, 
whom He makes as deare unto us. When God had calt off Sal, 
{till S2-2zels heart lingred after him, and he mourned for him - 
but God at the ſame time, when he bids him ceaſe mourning for 


Saul, 1 Sam, 16, to ſhew that yet he accepted that bis mourning 


as it came from him ; Goe, ( fayes he) and azoint one of the Sons 
of Zeſſe, 1 Sam. 16-1, Samnel deſired to ſee a good ſucceſſor in 
that government, and he having beene their ruler, it was his ſpe= 
ciall care ; and he having annointed San, it exceedingly grieved 
him, that he ſhould prove ſo wicked ; and God ſaw and anſwe- 
red the ground of his deſires; and therefore immediately upon 
his prayers, ſent him to anoint the beſt King that ever was upon 
that Throne, who was the iſſue and Man. childe of thoſe his pray. 
ers. And againe, when Same came to anoint one of the ſonnes 
of Feſſe ; when he ſaw. Elia, ver. 6. Snrely (faith he) the Lords 
emointed 1s before we : If Samuel had beene to chooſe, he would 
have choſen him, and woald have prayed for and deſired him - 
but God ſerth not as man ſeeth, ver. 7, and chooſeth not as man 

chooſeth: 
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chooſeth: but in Davi4 was his prayer fuily heard, and anſwered, 
and that better, So Abraham had prayed for 1/2mael ; and Ob let 
Iſhmael live in thy ſight ! Gen. 17, but God gave him Uſaac in 
ſtead of him. So perhaps thou prayecſt for one childe more 
then for another, out of thy natural} affeRion looking oz hzs 
countenance and (tature ; as Samnel did on Eliabs : but yer thy 
prayers being ſincere in the gronnd of them, in that thou defireſt 
a childe of promiſe, God therefore anſwers thee, though in ano- 
ther, for whom yer haply, thy heart was not ſo much ſtirred; 
who yet when he is converted,proves to thee as great a comfort; 
and-it is as much as if that other thou didſt not pray for, had 


beene wrought upon, 


Lua. I 
The third Caſe, about ſuch prayers wherein others joyne 
with us : How therein to diſcerne the influence. of our 


owne prayers. 


He third Caſe to be conſidered is, when a man prayes for 
ſomething with others ; or which others likewiſe pray for 


with him, ſo as he is not alone in it ; how then ſhould he know, 


that his prayers have a hand in obtaining it,as well as theirs ? For 
in ſuch caſes Saran is apt to obj ; though the thing is granted 
indeed; yet not for thy prayers,but for the prayersof thoſe others 
joyned in it with thee. 

I. If thy heart did ſympathize, and accord in the ſame holy 
affe&ions with thoſe others in praying, then it is certaine thy 
voice hath helptto carry it ; f two agree on earth (ſaith Chriſt) 
at. 18,19. the word is ovupwrnow5ty, that is, if they harmoni- 
ally agree to play the ſame tune : for prayers are muſicke in 
Gods eares, and ſo called Jelody ro God, Epheſ. 5.19. It is not 


ſimply their agreeing in the thing prayed for, bur in the affeRi- 


ons : for it is the affe&ions that make the conſort and- the me- 
lody : now if the ſame holy affeRions were toucht, and ſtruck 
by Gods Spirit in thy heart, that in theirs, then thou doeſt help to 


make up the conſort, and without thee it would have bcene im-" 
E 2 perfedt : 


"i 
If our hearts 
were aftected 
in prayin 
with x , BE 
holy affeRions 
wherewith o- 
thers thar prai- 
ed with us 
WCercs 
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Eſpeciaily 
when this ſym- 
pap? unbc- 

nown each} to 
Aber. 


2. 
By ſome ſpeci- 
all evidence: as 
firſt, ſomerimcs 
by ſome nota- 
ble circum- 
Rance. 


perfe& : yea, without thee the thing might not have been done ; 
for God (tands ſometimes upon ſuch a number of voices, and one 
voice caſts it, as when he named ten righteous perſons to fave 
Sodome : when therefore the ſame holy morive and affeRions 
2&cd thee in thy prayer, which did them in theirs, it was the 
work of the ſame Spirit, both in them and thee, and God hath 
heard thee. 


Eſpecially if God did ſtir up the ſame ſecret inſtinR in thee, 


to ſympathize with another in praying for ſuch a thing unbe. 
known one to another, as ſometimes it falls our ; then ſucel 
thy prayers are in it as well as his, You ſhall obſerve ſometimes 
a generall inſtin& of the Spirit, put into Gods peoples hearts, 
generally to pray for or againſt a thing, without each others 
ftirring up one another : even as Ezekzel by the river Chebar 
prophecyed the ſame things Zeremiah did at home at 7eraſalem, 
Thus againſt the time that Chriſt the 2Zeſſia came in the fleſh, 
there was a great expeRation raiſed up in the hearts of the god- 
ly people, to looke and pray for him, Lyke 2, 27.and 33, 

2. God doth uſually, and often evidence to a man, that his 
prayers contributed, and went among the relt towards the ob- 
raining of it ; as, 

1. By ſome circumſtance : as for example, fometimes by or- 
dering it ſo, that that man that prayed moſt for a thing of con- 
cernment, ſhould have the firſt news of it when it comes to be 
accompliſht : which God doth, as knowing it witl be moſt wel. 
come newes to him. God doch herein, as we doe with a friend, 
who we know is cordiall in, and wiſheth well to-a buſinefle ; he 
ſ:nds him the firſt word of it, who- was moſt hearty in ir, and 
prayed moſt about it. Good old Simeoz, had ſurely been earneſt 
in ſeeking the Lord, as well as the reſt in 7er/alem, to ſend the 
Meſſiah into the world, to: reſtore and raiſe up the ruines of 
Iſrael, for God did reveale to him, that he ſhould ſee him before 
he died : and therefore to evidence to him his reſfe& to his 
prayers, God carried the good old man into the Temple, juſt at 
the time when the Childe was brought into the Temple, for to 
be preſemed to the Lord, Lake 2.27,28. And in like manner 
good Anzawho had ſervea God with faſting and prayer night and 
day : Gee orcereth it fo, that ſhe mult alſo come in at the ſame 


inſtanc, 
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inſtant, Lke 2, 38. By ſome ſnch like peculiar circumſtance or 

other, doth God ofcen uſe, to witneſſe to a mans heart, that he 

hath heard him ia buſineſs, prayed for in common with 0- 

thers, h 

2. By filling the heart with much joy in the accompliſhment Secondly by 

of what a man prayed for : which is an evident argument that the hearts be- 

his prayers did move the Lord to effe& ir, 15 well as the prayers 13s filled with 

of others. Thus that good old Simeon, ſeeing his prayers now jr eng 

anſwered, he was even willing to die through joy ; and thought plitmens. 

he could not die in a better time ; Lord now let thy ſervant depart | 

| in peace. For when the deſives have vented and laid out much of 

| themſelves, then when the returne comes home, they have an an- 
ſwerable part and ſhare in the comfort of it : and as deſires a- 
bounded in praying, fo will joy and comfort alſo in the accom- 
pliſhment. As when a Ship comes home, not onely the chiefe 
owners, but every one that ventered ſhall have a ſhare out of the 
returne, in a proportion to the adventure: ſo here, thongh ſome 
one whom it mainly concerns hath eſpeciall intereſt in the mercy 
obtained, yet thou ſhalc have thy prayers out in zoy from God, 
that the thing is granted, Saint Pax/ had planted a Church at 
T be (ſalonica, but he con}d not ſtay to water it with his owne 

| preaching, yet when abſent, he waters thoſe Plants which he had 

| ſer, with prayers, night and day : 1 The. 3. 10. Night and day 
praying exceedingly for you, ayes he : and as his prayers were ex- 
ceeding abundant for them, ſo was his joy as abundant in them, 

when he had heard thz: they ſtood ſtedfaſt, and fell not back 2- 

| eaine; Now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord, ver, g, And what 

| thanks can we render to God for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
ſakes, before the Lord ? wer. 9. | 

) - 3. If God give you 3 heart thankfull for a bleſſing vouchſafed ry 

to another, prayed for by you with others, ir is another ſigne By thankfu!- 


your prayers have ſome hand in it. Saint Paul knew not what nefle for it 
thanks to give for the anſwering of his prayers, as in that fore- _ ACCOn 
? Lt, 


mentioned place. Old E/; had put up but one ſhort ejaculatory 

petition that we reade of, for Haznah, and that was, The Lord 

rant thy petition, 1 Sam. 1.17. and for the returne of that one 

prayer, when Han»ah related how God had anſwered her ver.16. 

27. he returned ſolemne thanks, =_ he wor ſhipped the Lord —_ 
An 


vere, 3 | 
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Y. 2. 
Eſpecially 
when the thing 
obtained con- 
cernes a4 mans 
Owne particu- 
Lars 


&.r. 
Before : 
when God pre- 
pares the heatt 
LO PLAY. 


And laſtly, in caſe che thing concerned thy ſelfe, which. was 
prayed for by others helping thee therein, what cauſe haſt thou 
but to think that it was granted for thy owne prayers, and not 
for theirs onely ? ſeeing God ſtirred up their hearts co pray for 
thee, and gave thee a heart to pray for thy ſelfe, and beſides gave 
thee the thing which thou deſiredſt : which argues thou art be- 
loved aſwell as they. /kzow this /hall tarne to my ſalvation through 
our prayer, ſaith Saint Paul, Phil. 1,19. though their prayers 
went Co the buſinefle, yet had not Saint Pan! beene accepred 
himſelfe, the prayers of all the men in the world would have 
done him bur little good. God may heare the prayers of the 
godly for wicked men, when they doe not pray themſelves, in 
remporall things ; ſo ke did heare 2oſes for Pharoah, Abraham 
for Abimelecch ; and he may heare godly men the ſooner for 0» 
thers prayers ; ſo he heard Aaron and Aſiriam the ſooner, for 
Moſes his fake, Numb. 12.13, But if God ſtir up thy heart to 
pray for thy ſelfe, as well as others for thee ; then God that gave 
thee a heart to pray, hath heard thy 'prayers alſo, and hath had a 
reſpeRt to them more in it then to theirs, becauſe it concerned 
thy ſelfe, as a more ſpeciall mercy unto thee, 


ET 


CHap, V, 
Common aireftions helpfull in all caſes and prayers. Firſt from 
ſ#ch Qbſervations as may be taken, from before, and in pray- 
ing. 


Het premiſed theſe Caſes, I come now to more gexeral 
and common aireftions to help you in diſcerning and obſer- 
ving the mind of God, and his anſwers to you in your prayers. 
All which dire&ions are ſach, as may be helpfull in all the fore- 
mentioned caſes, and in all ſorts of prayers whatever. And they 
are taken from ob/ervations, to be made upon your prayers, &c. 
Both before, in, and after praying. | 

Eirlt, Before praying, when God beſpeaks a prayer ( as I may 
ſo ſpeak, that is, when God ſectetly ſpeaks to the heart to pray 
much about a thing ; T expreſſe it chus according to that phraſe 
of Daw, Plal, 27. 8. Thou ſ/aiaſt, Seeke my face : and I ſaid, Thy 


face 
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+ face Lord Will 7 ſeek; Now God then ſpeaks to the heart to pray, 


when not onely he puts upon the duty by ſaying to the conſci- 
ence, This thou oughtelt ro doe: but Gods ſpeaking to pray 
is ſuch, as his ſpeech at firſt was, when he made the world, when 
he ſaid, Let there be light, and there was light : ſo he ſayes, Let 


there be a prayer, and there is a prayer, that is, he powres upon a 


man a ſþirit of grace and /upplication,3 praying diſpoſition ; he puts 
in motives, ſuggeſts arguments and pleas to God ; all which you 
ſhall finde come in readily, and of themſelves ; and that likewiſe 
with a quickning heat, and inlargement of aft-Rions, and with 


a lingring, and longing, and reſtleſneſle of ſpirit ro be alone, to 


powre out the ſonle to God, and to vent and forme thoſe moti- 
ons and ſuggeſtions into a prayer, till you have laid them roge- 
ther, and made a prayer of them. And this is a ſpeaking to the 
heart : and obſerve ſuch times when God doth thus, and negle&t 
them not ; then to ſtrike, whilſt the iron is hot ; thon haſt then 
his eare, it is a ſpeciall opportunity for that buſineſſe, ſach an one 
as thon mayeſt never have the like. Suitors at Court obſerve 
molliſſima fana; tempora, their times of begging, when they have 
Kings in a good mood, which they will be ſure to take the ad- 
vantage of ; but eſpecially if they ſhould finde that the King 
himſcife ſhould begin of himſclfe ro ſpeak of the buſineſſe which 
they would have of him : and thns that phraſe of P/2/. 10. 17. 
is underſtood by ſome, that God prepares the heart, and cauſeth the 
eare to heare ; that is, he faſhions it, and compoſeth it into a 
praying frame. And ſure it is a great {izne that God meanesto 
keare us when himſelfe ſhall thus indite the Petition. 

And by the way let me give this note of difference, betweene 
theſe ſpeakings to the heart, and thoſe whereby Satan puts us 
upon ſuch duties at unſeaſonable houres and times ;. as when we 
are otherwiſe neceſſarily-to be employed in our callings, to cate 
or to ſleepe, &c. then to put upon praying is a device of his he 
uſeth, to try out new converts with. The difference will appeare 
in this ; the devill comes in a violent imperious manner upon 
the conſcience, but inlargeth not the heart a whit unto the duty: 


but whenſoever God at ſuch extraordinary by-times doth call 


upon us, he fits and prepares the heart, and fills the ſoule with 


holy ſuggeſtions, as materialls for the duty ; for whatſoever: 
he. 


The diftcrence 


berween Satangs* 


unreaſonable 

urging us to 

pray, and God 
MOVINg us. 
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I. 2, 
2, Tnpraycr : 
Gods fþeaking 
to the heart in 
Prayer, an evi- 
dence of hea- 
ring; which 
may be diſcer- 
ned, 
I, By giving a 
quiet ret of 
{pirit about the 
thing prayed 
fo: in and by 
prayer. 


he calls to, he gives abilities withall to the thing he calls 
for. 

And thus uſually when he will have any great matters done 
and effected, he ſets mens hearts aworke to pray, by 2 kind of 
gracious pre-inſtinCt ; he [tirres chem up, and coucheth the [trings 
of their hearts, by his Spirit ſcent downe upon them : Thus a- 
eainſt the returne of the captivity he ſtirred up Daniels heart, 
Dan. 9. 1. He knowing by Books, the time to be neere expiring, 
was ſtirred up to /ceke God : and fo he that made this P/alme, 
Salvation being then nigh, ver. 9, 10. then God ſtirred him up 
eo pray, and pen this prayer for their retarne : which God had 
foretold he world doe, Fey. 29. 10, 11, 12. For havir;g promiſed 
ver. 10. 1 will canſe you to returne after ſeventy yeares: Then 
(ſayes he, wer. I 2.) ſhall ye call upon me, and ye ſhall goe and pray 


unto me, and Iwill hearken unto you : he ſpeakes it not onely by. 


way of command, what it was they ought co doe; but as pro- 
phecying alſo what they ſhould doe ; for then he meant to ſtirre 


up their hearts ; as then he did, as appeares by thoſe fore-men- 


tioned inſtances, Therefore obſerve what things, God, thusby 
an inſtin&,doth enlarge thy heart to pray for at times, and fome- 
times at extraordinary by.times, when haply thou dideſt not 
think to pray about any ſuch thing, yer he then ſtirred thee up 
moſt, it may begas thou wert walking, &c. and having ſpare time, 
he drawes thee into his preſence, and moves thee in that manner* 
ſpecifed, | 

Now ſecondly : as God thus ſpeakes to the heart to pray, ſo 
alſo i» praying ; and his ſpeaking to the heart i» prayer may be 
diſcerned by theſe particulars. 

1. When God quiets, and calmes, and contents the heart in 
prayer, which is done by ſpeaking ſomething to the heart, though 
what is ſpoken, be not alwayes diſcerned : If you ſhould ſee one, 
who was an earneſt and importunate ſuitor, and exceeding anxi- 
ous when he went in to a great man, but behold him after com- 
ming out from him contented, and quieted, andycheerefull in his 


ſpirit, you would conceive that certainly ſomething had been ſaid 


to him, which gave him encouragement,fatisfaftion,and content. 
ment in his ſait; Thus when thou doeſt ro God,and haſt been im- 
portunate in a bulincſle, (as ſuppole for Chriſt, 0h give ze Chriſt, 


or 
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| or elſe 1 die ! ) and thy deſires were exceedingly up for it; But 
thou riſelt op with thy mind calmed and ſatisfied, and feeleſt the 


anxiouſneſſe, the ſolicitude of thy heart about the things taken 
off, and diſpelled, This is a good ſigne that God hath heard thy 
Prayer, and hath ſpoken ſomething to thy heare, which makes 1c 
thus compoſed. When Hannah our of much bitterneſſe,and with 
ſtrong defire (which by a long delay hath beene made more vio- 
lent, ſo as her heart was much diſquicted (for, Prov.1 3.12, Hope, 
and by the ſame reaſon, deſire alſo deferred makes the ſoule ſich ) 
when out of the abundance of her griefe, ſve had porrred her ſonle 
out before the Lord, 1 Sam. 1.16, Elithe Prieſt joyning in prayer 
alſo for her, The Lord grant thy petition : after that prayer ſhe 
found her heart ſo quieted, that foe looked ao more ſad, as the 
Text faies there : She aroſe quteted, and calmed, and it was that 
prayer, that did both fill Z/:es month, with that word of pro- 
phecy,and her heart with quietneſſe,and a ſecret word from God 
accompanying ir, that did ſti]l thoſe waves ; and accordingly 
God gave her a Son, a Son of her deſires. And the like God 
doth now ; by ſpeaking (as I faid ) ſomething to the heart : as by 
dropping in-ſome promiſe or other into the heart, or ſome like 
conſideration ; ſaying as it were to the heart, even as Eli from 
God did to her, The Lord grants thy petition ; As to Saint Par, 
when he was earneſt with God abonr removing his buffetings by 
Satan ( which whether they were the ſtirring up a luſt, or 
temptations of Blaſphemy, I doe not now diſpute) 7 beſorght God 
thrice, that is, earneſtly (ſayes he,) that it might depart ; and to 
this he had an anſwer in the meane time given him till ir ſhonld 
be taken away ; enough to ſtill and quiet him, ſo 2 (%. 1 2. 8, 9. 
And be ſaid, that is, in prayer the Lord did put in this conſidera- 
tion and promiſe into his thoughts, And he ſaid unto me,1y grace 
z ſufficient for thee, and my power u made perfeft in weakyeſſe : This 
anſwer thus comming in, this promiſe thus ſeaſonably ſuggeſted, 
ſtayed and quieted Pars heart. In like manner thou haſt (it may 
be) been long praying againſt poverty, or the like diltreſle, and 
God lets fall this or rhe like promiſe into thy heart, 7 will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee, which quiets and contents thy minde. 
This is an anſwer, and obſerve ſuch anſwers, for they arc pre- 


CiOUs. 
F 2, If 


Heb. 13. 5, 
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2, If vihillt thou art a prayize, God doth draw nigh to thy 
+. When God fon), and revealcth himſelfe to ir, in and upon ſuch, or ſuch a par- 
draws nigh & ticular petition. As 1n caſe thou didſt mainely intend when thou 
reveales His q;qft begin to pray, to ſet thy ſelfe to beg ſome temporal mer- 

w / wor »2- cy at his hands, ſome great matter for the good and proſperity 
a 9h] MEE of the Church, ( as David (hap. 9. aia ſet him{elfe to ſeeke God 
for the returne of the captivity:) and even before thou commeſt 
to aske it, or in asking it, God (ſmiles upon thee, welcomes thee, 
falleth about thy neck and kifleth thee : This thou art to obſerve 
as a ſigne he heares thy prayer, and accepteth both thee and it , 
when there is ſuch a ſtrong ſenſe of God s favour, and preſence, | 
whileſt thou art upon ſuch a ſuit and requeſt, more then at other 
times, or then 1n other paſlages of the ſame prayer, this is a token 
God hears thee, in that particular, and thou art to obſerve this 
his ſpeaking to thy heart : When thus thou ſhalt no ſooner come 
into his preſence to enquire of him, but he ſayes, Here 1 am, as 
the promiſe is, E/ay 58. 9. Therefore P/al. 69. 17, 18. Heare me 
ſpeedily, fayes David, and (that T may know thou hearclt me ) 
draw nigh to me : therefore when God draws nigh to thee, it is 
a ſtzne hee heares thee. Daniel having faſted and prayed for three 
weekes together, Dan. 1c. 2, 3, Then an Azgel came, and one 
of the three Pero; came and told him he was a man greatly be- 
loved, ver. 11.and 19. When in like manner God by his Spirit 
comes dovwne, and meets thee, and teils thy heart in ſecret thar 
thou art Hr; beloved, and He 7s thine, then thy prayers are cer» 
eainly heard : for if he accepts thy perſon, much more thy pray- 
ers, 1 John 5.19, 20. Men, falſe men, (falſe upon the ballance, as 
David ſpeakes, when they come to be tryed and weighed) they | 
will out of cunning uſe ſuitors moſt kindly then, when they 
meane to put them off, and deny them their requeſts : But God | 
who is truth and faithfulneſle it felfe, doth not uſe ſo to deale, | 
1 -- when he meanes to anſwer the prayer, He withall ſometimes | 
hare chis .. Feveales his free grace moſt, to the end they may ſee and ac- | 
nor alwaies an Knowledge the fountaine of all, to be his everlaſting love, and fo 


infallible fgne take the thing granted as a fruit of it, and thereby come to be the _ | 


zhe thingis more abundantly thankfull. 
granted,though =QOnely tet me adde this Caution, which may be of great uſe 
that the prayer 


is 2ccepred, £0 YOu, That it is not alwayes infallibly true, that when 2 
IawNs, 
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dcaws nigh toyouin a particular requeſt, That that requelt in 


particular, ſhall be granted in that manfier you deſired ; but it 
is 2 certaine evidence that thy prayer is heard, and that the 
thing thou askeſt is agreeable to his will, and that he approves of 
thee and thy requeſt exceedingly, and thinketh the better of thee 
for it, and he will give thee it, or ſomething that is better, There 
mzy be herein and ſometimes is a miſtake of Gods meaning, to 
think that alwayes, then the thing ſhall-be granted, when God 
draws nigh to a man: experience ſometimes ſhews the con- 
trary. 

Bar you will ſay, Why doth God draw fo nizh if he meanes 
not to grant it? 

1. He ſhews thereby His approving Will of the thing prayed 
for. Now God approves many things, he decrees not. There 
is his approving wil, and his decreeing will, God may ſhew his 
approving will of the thing thou askeſt, (as ſappoſe it be in view 3 
matter which is of great conſequence for the Church ; ) which 


he doth for thy encouragement : but yet it follows not, that his 


decreeing will is for the accompliſhment of that very thing in 
particular, | 

2. God may accept the perſon and the prayer when he 
doth not grant the thing prayed for ; and by that draw- 
ing nigh witneſſe his acceptation of thy perſon and the prayer, 
Yea, 

3. That revealing of himſelfe is oftentimes all the anſwer he 
intended to ſuch a prayer, and it is anſwer enough too, to injoy 
in the ſtead of a particular mercy the 2furance of Gods love, 
As ſuppoſe thou did(t ſpray againſt ſome evill comming upon 
his Church, which he yet intends to bring ; which he did fer 
thy heart aworke to pray againſt, thereby to manifeſt the ſir« 
cerity thereof ; and then he ſeeing thee thus ſincere draws nigh 
eo thee, and tells thee, however, it ſhall goe well with thee,,and 
that thou art greatly beioved of Him:Thou art ſometime to take 
this for all the anſwer he meanes to give. And this he doth 


ſometimes allo to content the heart, and prepare it for a deniall 


in the thing : whereas otherwiſe .the deniall of what a Chriſti- 
an hath beene earneſt in, might occaſion (as in many it doth) a 
queſtioning and doubting of Gods love, 

F 2 3: When 


Duſt. 
Anſw, 


The reaſons 
why God 
ſometimes 
draws nigh 
when he 
grants not te | 
thing, 
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Y. 4+ 
God ſ{ome- 
times ſtirs up 2 
particular fairh 
of aſſurance in 
ſome buſneile. 


} Sam, 27, Is 


2. When Ged ſtirres up in the heart a particuſar faith in a bu- 
fineſſe : as ſometimes He doth, and upholds the heart to wair 
for it.maugre all diſcouragements.So he did in David, Pal. 27.3. 
David was then in great hazards by reaſon of Saul or Abſolom, 
and thoſe ſuch and ſo often, as that to ſenſe and outward pro- 
babilities he was like never to live quietly againe at 7ern/alem, 
and enjoy Gods Ordinances there in peace ; but for this D.2vi4 
had prayed, and had made it as the grand requ-[t of his whole 
life (as every man hath ſome more great rcquelt of all other, 
even as He hath ſome ſpectall grace above all other, or gifc, &c. 
fo requeſt to God next to his ſalvation,as haply for his Miniſtery, 
or the like, therefore ſayes David ver. 4. Thu one thing have F 
deſired ) and accordingly God gave him a ſpeciall faith in this 
thing above oll other, becauſe it was his great requelt, 7» this will 
I be confident, ver. 3. And though az hoſte of men ſhould againe 
and againe sncompaſſe me, ſaies he, yet in this I will be confident, 
that I ſhall ſtill eſcape; and ſee Fera/ſalem againe, and enjoy the 
Ordinances and live in peace ; and though his faith failed him of- 
ten (as in the perſecution of Sax ir did) for he ſaid he forld one 
day periſh by the kand of Sanl : yet at other times his faith was 


 marvellouſly uphe!d, and he was confident in this. He uſed not to 


be ſo, in other requeſts thus abſolutely particularly and diſtinaly, 
and therefore he ſayes, 7» 1h, ec. As there is a witneſſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt immediate to the heart fealing up adoption to 2 mans 
perſon,ſo-in ſome caſes, there is the like teſtimony for the obtai- 
ning of ſome eminent thing we have asked. Which particalar ſpe- 
cial faith,doth in a kind of ſimilitude anſwer to the faith of mira- 
cles of old, whereby a man had a particular confidence that God 
would do ſuch 2 miracle by him : ſo in and by meanes of prayer, 
in ſome things there may be a particular ſtreagthening and aiſu- 
ring the heart, that God will doe ſuch a thing for a man : whicti 
I confeſle is rare and cxtraordinary, as alſo that immediate teſti. 
mony concerning our perſons is, which many want that goeto 
heaven. And hap:y this otker concerning the accompliſhment 
of ſpeciall mercies, is much more rare ; and but in" ſome buſi- 
nefles ; and is a thing which ſome men are not acquainted with, 
but yet may be in ſome cafes exiſtent ro ſome mens ſpirits, as ir 
was to Davids in the thing mentioned. 


And 
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And concerning this alſo I will alſo adde a Caution, as abour 
the former. That it doth not alwayes fall our npon all ſuch kind 
of evidences made toa mans ſpirit, and that by God,, that the 
thirg prayed for doth come to paſſe, For theſe very perſwaſions 
ſtirred up by God may be and are often but co:d:tionall, though 
thus immediately made to a mans. ſpirit, and are fo to be under- 
ſtood, and peremptory, and ablojute.. Ic cannot be imagined that 
all theſe ſhould alwayes be of greater abſojutenefſe and peremp- 
torineſſe, then were many of thoſe revelations made by God to 
the Prophets, wherein He manifeſted his gracious purpoſe to- 
wards ſuch a man or people, either to vouchfafe them ſuch 2 
mercy, or bring ſuch a jadgement ;. which forewarnings though 
they were particular and expreſle, yet limited and intended with 
a condition, according to the performance, or not performance 
of which, it fell out, either the judgment expreſly threatned was 
diverted, or that good thing which was as direQly and fully pro- 
miſed, was not beſtowed : as it was in the caſe of Fonas.th: eat- 
ning the deſtruftion of Nizeveh; and fo inthe promiſe concer- 
ning Ely'shouſe, 1 Sam. 2. 30. I ſaid indeed that thy houſe an! the 
hou/e of thy father ſhould Walk before me for ever, but now the Lord 
ſages, it ſhall not be ſo : For they had broken the condition which 
was implicd in it ; they had deſpiſed the Lord, an them that de. 
ſ[piſe me, ſayes God there, I will d;piſe. In like manner is Gods. 
meaning expreſſed towards us in ſuch like perſwaſions/ wrought 
in us by prayer, to be underitood ; as that ſuch mercies will ſure. 
ſy come to paſſe, but [till under a condition of obedience, and 
performing of thoſe yowes, which a man joyned with thoſe his. 
petitions, to move the Lord to. grant the things, which: if. a man 
faile in, or ceaſeth to goe on to beleeve, it may and doth. often 
come to paſſe, that things fall our contrary to that perfwaſion, 
and then we are apt to queſtion whether it was from God or: 
no : which it might be, and truly wrouzht by his Spirit, and.yer 
not alwayes abſolutely meant, (that was your miſtake ſo to take 
it) but conditionally onely, For in ſuch great requeſts of the 
ſoule unto Goa, there nſe to paſſe mutuall covenants betweene 
God and us; and Indentures are drawne and ſealed unto by us ; 
that is, we in prayer, offer and promiſe to doe thus and thus, if 


God will vouchſafe us ſuch a mercy, & plead it to God to move 
PF 3 him: 


A cation, that 
herein 4 condie 
tional! evi- 
dence be no» 
taken for ava- 
lute, 
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When God 
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importun'ty 
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to pray for a 
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mercy, 


A double im - 
portunity : one 
a-ccpted, not 
the cihcr, 


him co betow it ; and God, he thereupon (ic may be} ſeales a 
covenant on his part to grant the thing, and works ſuch an un- 
doubted perſwaſion ; but if we in that 72terim of waiting for 
rhat mercy, doe deale falſely in that covenant which we made ; 
and this cven whileſt we are yet in dependance upon God for it, 
whereby it appeares that we would have done ſo much more af. 
cer we {ſhould have received it once ; in this caſe God denies the 
thing, and yet notwithſtanding, that, p*rſwaſion and evidence 
was from God that heard the prayer. He faid indeed he wonld 
doe thus and thus for thee : ( as he told David, I World have 
given thee much more : ) becauſe thou ſaidit co him, thou would 
walke thus and thus, or did{t vow this or that to him , thou 
faileſtin thy word, upon which God uttered his ; and thereup- 
on ſayes God as to Ely, Now it ſhall uot be ſo, and yet God had 
ipoken it afore, and not Satan, nor thine owne heart onely, 

4. When God doth put a reſtlefle importunity into the heart, 
maugre all diſcouragements. So in that P/al. 27. 4. One thing 7 
have defired, aud I will ſeeks after it, that is, as I have ſought it, 
ſo I will not leave ſeeking to God for it : when God maintaines 
this in the heart, it is a ſigne he heares and will anſwer : for you 
know the Parable, that the »njſt 7adge heard her for her in2por- 
:#4ity ; therefore when God puts an importunity into the heart, 
he meanesto heare. 

Onely this likewiſe is to be added in this, There is a double 
;importunity : one out of ſuch an inordinate defire to a thing, as 
the heart knows not how to he without ſuch a mercy,and ſo con- 
cinues to aske, but a:keth amiſſe, and ſo receives not, Fam. 5. But 
there is an importunity joyned with a ſubjeRion to Gods will, 
which when it runs along with it, then God hath ſtirred it up, 
and then looke for ſomething to come ; otherwiſe you may be 


importunate, as they ſecke me daily, when yet God heard nor, 
Eſjay 58. 2. | 
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CruapPre. VI. 

Farther Obſervations t9 be made, on the diſpoſitions and carriage 
of onr hearts, after Prayer : untill the iſſue of the thing prayed 
for. 

Ext 2: after thor haſt prayed, obſerve, what God doti to- 
wards thee. 

As firſt, how he doth gnide thy feet and heart after praying : 
there is much in that : that which was the Spirit of (application 
in a man when he prayed, reſts upon him as the ſpirit of obcdi- 
ence.in his courſe ; ſo as that dependance he hath upon God for 
the mercy hee ſeeks for, is a ſpeciall motive, and meanes to keepe 
him fearefull of offending, and diligent in duty .to looke to his 
paths, to walke and behave himſclfe as becomes a ſuitor, as well 
as to come and pray as a ſuitor. Thus David, he walked by this 
principle, P/al. 66.19. If [regard iniquity in my beart, God will 
zot heare me ; that conſideration {till came in as a curb unto fin ; 
and without this a man provokes God, and ſo caſts himſelfe be- 
hinde hand againe, and by (inning loſeth what ground he had got 
by praying. Therefore David, P/al. 145. 8, 9, 10, when he was 


to pray, even as for his life, (as then he did,it being a deliverance 


from his enemies he ſought ) he ſpecially prayes God to dire& 
him and keepe him, that he might not f{inne againit hm ; for he 
knew by ſinning he ſhould enervate and fpoile all his prayers - 
not onely hezre me Seedily, (ayes he) but allo Carſe me to 
know the Way wherein I ſhould walke ;' to Teach me to doe thy Will ; 
this he eſpecia'ly praycs for, and more then for deliverance, for 
elſe he knew God would not heare him. Therefore when thon 
art in treaty with God for any merey, obſerve,doth God {till af- 
ter praying keepe thee in a more obedient: frame of ſpirit ?- it is 
a Hgne he intends to anſwer thee; as in like manner, when he 
keeps thee from uſing ill meanes, &c, !'When he meant to give 
David the Kingdome,he kept him innocent,and his heart tender, 

that it /mzote him but for cxttivg off the lap of Sauls garment : he 

was not ſo tender after. Therefore in P/al. 18, when he was de- 
livered from all his enemies, he ſayes, God dealt with him actor- 

ding to his uprightneſſe : far I kept my ſelfe from mine iniquity. S0 

alſo P/al.27.11, 2. When 
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2. When God 
gives a heart 
to wait for and 
expecteth 
me1cy, 


S. 1. 
God ſome-' 
timcs an{wers 
the prayer ful- 
ly in the way 
and manner 
a&lired, 


2. When Godafter prayer ſtrengthneth the heart to wait for 
the mercy. So P/al.27.ult. David having prayed,ſayes to his ſou!, 
Wait on the Lord, be of good conrage, and be will ſtrengthen thy 
heart. Honelt men when they nouriſh hopes in one that is in de- 
pendance on them,who waiteth and is oblequious upon the hopes 
he hath of a ſair, uſe not to deny him : it were diſhoneſty in them 
to keep a man under hand, and then fruſtrate his expcRations : 
Therefore when God keeps thy ſoule after praying in ſuch a de- 
pendant frame, look for ſome good anſwer. And indeed when a 
man hath prayed long, in the end he begins to wait (as I may lo 
ſay ) rather then pray (though he pray {till } becauſe now he looks 
God ſhould performe : before, and at firſt he told the Lord he 
defired it, but now he can with ſome boldneſle tell him, that he 
waits for it and expets it. The hope of a godly man and his ex- 
peRation ſhould make him aſhamed if it were not anſwered,there- 
fore in this caſe anſwers uſe to come. 

Both theſe two laſt we have together joyned, P/al. 37. 34- 
FVaite on the Lord, and keepe his wayes, and he ſhall exalt thee. 


CHap, VII. 
Obſervations to be mae after prayer, upon the iſſue of what was 


prayed for : and frf, if accompliſhed, whether as the fruit of . 


prayers, or out of common providence ; Helps herein, 


| Frag a man hath thus waited, and kept his way, then let 
V him obſerve the sſ#e and concluſion of what he ſought 
for, how things are caſt by God. Now of xeceſity, one of theſe 
two mult fall out, that either the thing defired is accompliſhed, or 
»0t accompliſhed ; and in either of theſe he may come to ſpie out 
anſwers to his prayers; for prayer may be anſwered, though 
the thing be not done, 

} meane to infilt ſeverally on theſe, 

x. If che thing thou prayedſt for doth come to paſſe, then 
what needeſt thou doubr of an anſwer, and whether God heard 
thee or no? For thou beholdeſt it with thine eyes : and ſo of- 
ten it falls our that God doth grant according to the defires of 
a mans heatt ; and not onely fo, but alſo fulfils his connſell there- 

| in, 
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in, as it is P/al, 20. 4. that is, fulfils not onely his deſfite, and 
aime of his prayer, but in-that very way, by that very meanes, 
which his judgement and counſell pirchr upon in his owne 
rhoughts. The deſire of the heart may be fatisfted, when God 
gives ſome other thing, but the counſe# of the heart is then ful- 
filled, when a man is anſwered in that particular, which his owne 
judgement pitcht upon as beſt for him. For counſell is an a& of 
the underſtanding, deliberatirg about meanes to an end, and 
direicg to chooſe a particular meanes tending to anend : fo 
that as Eliphaz ſayes to 7ob122. 27, 28. Thou ſhalt make thy 
prayer to God, and he ſhall heare thee : and decree a thing, and ut 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed to thee, that is, a man is guided to decree and 
pitch npon ſuch mercies in bis prayers, as God makes good in 
particular ; he ſayes what he would have, and God performes it : 
and this priviledge thou ſhalt have (ſaies Elzphas there) if thou 
wilt turne to him, and be acquainted with him, and recesve the 
Law from his month : thou thalt not erre in praying ; but what 
thou ſcttelt upon to pray for, ſhall be accordingly granted to 
thee : ſuch a man ſhall have the priviledge, Fingere ibs fortunam 
in a right ſenſe, to be his owne chooſer, and carver of his owne 
mercies ; and as Chriſt ſaid, Be it according to thy faith, ſo God 
ſaies ſometimes, Be it accerding to thy prayers ; and Eliphaz. 
ſpeakes of it as of a ſpeciall favour ; that whereas other mens 
prayers are anſwered obliquely, thine ſayes he ſhall be anſwered 
direRly, which are more comfortable ; as direR beames are, and 
have more heate in them then collaterall and oblique. Thns if 
a man will heare God and obey him, God will heare him : for if 
a man be ſubjet to Chriſts Kingly Office, is Propheticall Office 
{hall guide him, and cauſe him not to erre in his Petitions ; but 
by an unerring providence and preinſtin& infuſed by his Spirit, 
God will ſo guide him,as to aske even that very thing which God 
intends to give ; whereas of himſe!f ke krows not what,nor how to 
aske. SO David asked long life, and God gave it him, Pſal. 21. 2, 
3, 4. God not onely gave him his hearts defire, but the equeſt 
of h1s lips, ver. 2. Hannah 3skt a ſonne, and God anſwered herin 
the very thing ſhe defired, and therefore ſhe called him Samnel, 
1 Sam. 1.20. Becanſe (laies ſhe) I aikt him of the Lord: and 
ver 27. For thu child Tprayed, - the Lord (did not give ano- 
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ther rhing in ſtead of it, but) hath given me my Petition 1 aker! 
of him. So, 1 Chron. 4. 10. Fabeſh called on God, (tis ſaid) and God 
granted him the thing he requeJied. And thus God often deales 
with his children. And to this end hath God given us his Spirir ; 
and made Chriſt Wiſdeme unto 14, Who knows what is good for 


ns, though we doe not. And hath therefore alſo commanded us. 


to ſpie out mercies for our ſelves, and then come to him for 
them : and to this end hath made ſuch particular promiſes of 
particular mercies, which he would have us have an eye unto in 
our prayers; all which is becauſe often he meanes to beſtoy the 
very thing we aske. 

And yet becauſe, although we have the very things we did aske 
and defire, ſuch is the jealouſte and infidelity of our hearts, that 
we often diſcerne not, nor acknowledge that it was our prayers, 
that obtained them from God : but we are apt, when once we 
have them, either to look but to things below, and the ſecond 
cauſes of them , though before we did earneſtly ſeeke them of 
God, orelſe [til] diſtruſtfally ro queſtion whether or no it was 
at our prayers that he granted them, or out of common provi- 
dence. Thus 705 in his diſtemper, Fob 9. 16. althongh IT had called, 
and God had an{Wered me, yet (ſayes he) I wenld not belecwe that he 
hal hearkned to my voice, that is, not that he did it in reſpeRt ro 
my prayer and requeſt, becauſe he now deales ſo ſeverely with 
me, For he breaketh me with a tempeſ?, ver. 17, And thus doe our 
diſtruſifull hearts, (which are apt to be unſatisfied with all the 
clcereſt pledges of Gods favour, and ſtill to miſconſtrue and per- 
vert them,) although God doth anſwer us upon our calling upon 
him,yet we will not beleeve that he hearkened to our prayer in it. 
Therefore that you may be further inabled to diſcerne, how, and 
when things you. prayed for, come in by prayer; I give you theſe 
further direftions. | 

1. When God doth a thing in anſwer to prayers, he often 
doth it in ſuch a manner, that his hand may be in a more then 
ordinary manner ſcene in it. There are few prayers, wherein a 
man hath ſought God much, but in the aniwers of them God 
diſcovers himſelfe much, and turnes many great wheeles in the 
accompliſhmert of them, and manifeſts (as David deſires, P/al. 
57. 7.) bis marvellows loving kindneſſe ; and indeed, when God 

| hears 
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hears prayers, that have beene a long while a making, He ſhewes 


uſually halfe a miracle one way or other. 

Now God diſcovers his immediate hand in the anſwers of our 
prayers many WAYEs, 

1. When he carries a thing through many difficulties, when 
there were a great many croſſe wards in a bufineſle prayed for, 
the leaſt whereof would have kept the key from turning : when 
God ſhall make (as it were) a key. on purpoſe to unlocke it; 
when God plots and contrives all the paſſages in a bufineſſe thou 
didſt pray for, and ſo accompliſheth ic ; This is a ſegne, it is a fruit 
of prayer, and that prayer had beene a making that key all that 
while : So in bringing David to the Kingdome ; oſeph out of 
priſon ; Aordecaito honour : and likewiſe Saint Perer out of 
priſon, which was done at the prayers of the Church, As 12. 
He was ſleeping betweene two Souldiers : if they had waked, 
he had beene diſcovered : and he was in chaines, but they fall 
off, ver. 6, 7. And the Keepers ſtood before the doore, but they 
mind him not, ver. 6. and when one watch is paſt, he paſſeth 
quietly through another, ver. 10, and when both theſe were 
paſt, an Iron gate flies open of its owne accord, ver, 10, Now 
much difficulties are there in many buſineſſes, which yer in the 
end are accompliſhed by prayer : Iron chaines fall off , Iron 
gates, enemies hearts flie open of their own accord ; and though 
not in that miraculous manner, by the meanes of an Aygel,yet no 
lefle wonderfully, 

Ocr ſecondly when God facilitates all meanes to accompliſh 
the thing which was prayed for, ſo as all meanes doe in view 
conſpire and combine in it, that thou haſt winde and tyde, and a 
faire day, and all the way paved, or as David ſayes, haſt thy Way 
made plaine before thee ; and there falls out a great conjunRion 
and meeting of many circumſtances together to effe ir, which 
had influence into it, whereof if any one had beene wanting, 
haply the thing had not beene done ; when the thing prayed for 
is thus granted, prayer then hath done it. Thus, when he deli- 
vered the people of /rae/ out of Egypr, which was the accom- 
pliſhment of their long defires and prayers (their cry came up, the 
Text ſayes) how were all things facilitated ! they that detained 


them to themſelves, come and intreate them to goe out, yea are 
G 2 argent, 


33 


1 By bringig 
it to not, : 
through many 


difficulties. 
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wrgent, ſayes the Text ; and that at midnight : any, hire them to 


goe out, with their care-rings ; and Pharaoh himſelfe then parts 


ver.32- lovingly and fairely with them,and deſires their prayers, Bleſſe me 


3. By bringing 
it to paſſe ſud- 
denly and un- 


expeedly. 


4. By doing a- 
bove what was 
defired with 
addition of 0- 
r2er MCICIES, 


Jam. I. 2, 


5, By adding 
ſome ſpecial! 
circumRance 
as atoken of 
Gods {pecial! 
hand 11 it. 


alſo. Yea, to ſhew there was no reſiſtance, the Text ſayes, a Dog 


did not move hrs tongue : The brute creatures did not diſturbe 
them, though at midnight, when thoſe Creatures uſe to be moſt 
obſtreperous through noilſcs, 

3. When he doth it ſuddenly, and accompliſheth the thing 
thou haſt long prayed for, erethouart aware of it : as the re- 
turne of the Captivity of Babylon, which was the concluſion of 
many prayers, was done ina trice, they were as men 1n 4 areame, 
Pſal. 126. 1. They could ſcarce believe it was ſo, when it was 
done, it was becauſe they had /owne many prayers which came »p 
on the ſudden, ver. 5, 6. So Peter, he was faſt aſleepe, and did 
not ſo much as dreame of deliverance. So 7eſephs delivery out 
of priſon, and advancement to be the greateſt man in the King- 
dome, the ſuddenneſle of it ſhewed it was Gods remembring of 
him, and hearing his prayers. 

4. When God grants the thing with an overplus, above what 
we did aske, and caſteth many other mercies in together with 
that which we long prayed for ; this alſo may be a ſigne God 
did heare our prayers in it : for when he doth heare indeed, he 
uſeth to dre above what we did aike or thinke, thereby the more to 
overcome the heart, So David asked long Life, and he gave him 
more then he asked, P/al. 21.2, 3, 4, 5. SO Solomon he asked 
but wiſdome, and he gave him more then he asked, Peace, Riches, 
Honowr, and all with ir, 1 King. 3. 12, 13. Hannah ſhe asked but 
one male childe, 1 Sam 1.10, but God gave her three ſonnes 
more and two daughters, Chap. 2. 21, When prayers are 
anſwered, uſually mercjes come thick, they come tumbling in ; 
the thing we prayed for comes not alone ; as when ſinnes are pu- 
niſhed, then miſeries alſo they come like armies in troops upon 
us : as temptations likewiſe come together, and we fall into many 
of them at once , as Saint Zames ſpeakes.:: Thus doe mercies 
alſo. 

5. When the thing is granted by prayers, there is often ſome 
particular circumſtance of providence concurrent with it, which 
is a token for good, and ſealcth to us that it is from God ; ſuch 

: often 
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often as a man himſelfe takes notice of, and which others take 
notice of alſo. Shew me a token for good ſ2yes David,Plal, 86.17. 
that others may ſee it ani be aſhamed: and ſuch: tokens doth Go4 
ofren make ſmal) circumſtances co be, Things ſmall in themſelves, 
may be magna indicia, great ſignes and -tokens : for example, 
Moſes and Aaron, and the 1/raelites, had long cryed to God for 
the deliverance of his people, and laid up many prayers ; their 
cry come up as was ſaid; and when God doth deliver them, 
what tokens were there of £00d ? and of Gods hand in it, and 
of his anſwer to their prayers ? The Text notes (as was obſerved 
before) that a dog did not barke at their geing ont, EX0d, 11, 7. 
which was a ſmall circumſtance, but it was magarm indicium, and 
ſo intended by God ; for the Text addes, That yee may kyow th.tt 
God puts a difference betweene the Iſraelites and the Egyptians. 
This was a token of Gods hand, to over-rule the tongues of 
rude brute creatures, that uſe to (tir at ſuch unuſuill noiſes, and 
at travellers eſpecialiy in the night. So when 7/aac and Abraham, 
and his ſervant alſo, had prayed for a Wife for /ſaac, ſee by what 
a token God ſhewed he had heard their prayers, Rebekkah was 
the firſt that came out to the ſervant ſent to bring a wife for him: 
and if ſhe be the woman appointed for 1/aac, (ſayrs the ſervant) 
Let her offer me drinke and my Camels alſo : this was a ſmall thing 
in appearance, but a great zndicium of Gods hand in it, and there- 
fore the ſervant bowed at it, and worſhipped : and the ſigzne in jt 
ſelfe was ſuch, as argued a good nature in her, and a kinde cour- 
teous diſpoſition, which therefore (it may be) he ſingled out, as 
a token of a meet wife, as a thing eſpecially to be looked at in the 
marriage choile, | 
Againe, the conſiderations of the ze, wherein the things we 

have asked, are granted, may much helpe us to diſcerne, whether 
it be in anſwer to our prayers, For God, who doth all things in 
weight and meaſure, ſhews his Wi/dome and love, as much in the 


ſeaſon,as in giving the thing it ſelfe. God confidereth all times |, 


of thy life, and [ti] chooſeth the belt and firtclt to anſwer thy 
prayers in, 1» an acceptable time have T heard thee, So Eſay 49. 8, 
As David (in like manner ſayes) he prayed in as acceptable time, 
P/al. 69. 13. So accordingly God anſwers in the belt and moſt 
acceptable time to us ; for he waites to be gracious, for be #5 a God 
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Gen. 24. 63. 


2 When gran- 
Ted in the fit» 
teſt time, 


i» 


* The firt{it 
time knowne 
Wo Waycs. 


of judgement, Eſay 30. 18. that is, He is a wiſe God that knows 
che ficteſt times and ſeaſons, wherein to ſhew kindnefle, "and to 
deale forth his favours in. 

As firſt, it may be, that at that very time when thou haſt been 
moſt inſtant and earneſt, yea even whilſt thou art a praying, or 
preſently after, the think is done and accompliſht, To this pur- 
poſe is that of E/ay 65.24. That as ſometimes he heares before 
they call,(which argues much love to give mercies unſought)ſo al- 
ſo whaleſt they are ſpeaking, 1 will heare,and grant the thing,which 
argues no lelie love; and he culs out that cime on purpoſe, that 
they might reſt aſſured it was in anſwer to their prayer, Thus to 
allure Hezekiah h's prayer was heard, God ſent the Prophet in 
anto him whileſt he was a praying and Weepizp, with his head 
trrned towards the wall. So 1/aac going out to pray in the field, 
meets his Rebekkah then a comming ; that bleſſing of a good 
Wife, being ſurely the great requeſt cemporall he was then in 


Treaty with God for : this Rebekah was the fruit of many pray. | 


ers. So when Saint Peter was in priſon, the Church being ga- 

thered together to pray for him, Saint Perer comes and knocks 

at the ſame houre, Afts 12, from the 12. ver. to the 18. So as it 

often falls out herein, as to the Ruler in the Goſpel, Fohz 4. 52. 

who i:qz1r5ng diligently, found that the ſame honre that Chriſt had 
ſaid te him, T hy ſou liveth, bus ſen recovered, and ſo he beleeved, and. 
his Whole honſhold : So allo here, that ſometimes the thing is 

done, or the news of it comes the fame honre or ſoone after, 

wherein a man was praying adout it, and haply then when the 


heart was moſt ſtirred about it, more then at any time elſe : this 


is a ſigne it was an anſwer of prayers, and may helpe to confirme 
a mans faith in it, as that alſo did his. 

Or ſecondly, when it is the moſt acceptable and every way 
the fitteſt time to have the thing granted, At that time 7 when 
thou hadſt moſt need, and 2 when thy heart was moſt fit for it, For 
in anſwering prayers, God aimes eſpecially at two things: : To 
ſoew h1s mercy,that a man might magnifte and exalt that: And 2 76 
have the heart ſatisfied and f:led With joy and contentment in his 
anſwer, and the thing made ſweet, and a mercy indeed to him : 
in briefe, that his goodueſſe might be delighted in, and his mercy 
exalted, * And for theſe two purpoſes he culs out ſuch times, 

when 
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when we have moſt need ; and alſo when our hearts are moſt 
ſubdued, and our luſts mortifted., For then we are fitceſt to reliſh 
his goodneſle alone, and not to be drawne away with the carnall 
ſweetneſle that is in the thing, The one you have expreſt, Z/ay 
'F 0.18. He waites to be gracious to have his mercy exalted. The 
ſecond intimated fames 5. Te aike and receive mt, becauſe ye ashe 
ami(ſe, to conſume upon your laſts ; Such prayers, whilſt che hear 
is in this temper, the Lord denies or deferres in mercy till the 
heart be weaned, | 
For the firſt of theſe : As, ſuppoſe thou didſt pray long for r. When we 
aſſurance of ſalvation, and joy in the holy Ghoſt, and when thou bve mot 
, had{t moſt need of it, either when thy ſpirit wonld have failed <4 
| without it, as E/ay 57. 16. Or againſt ſome great afflition ap. 
proaching,or ſome great encounter with the world forthe Name 
| of Chriſt, then God filled thy heart viith it, &c, that was the 
1 fitteſt time : now hath God heard thy prayer. As Saint Perer he 
was in Priſon, and had beene ſo for many dayes, as appeares by 
the fourth and fifth ver/es, 4s 12, God could have delivered 
him at any time, while the Church prayed for him, verſe 5, Bur 
| God kept him in on purpoſe, till that very night, when in the 
£; next morning Herod meant to bring him forth to execution, and 
then God delivered him at the prayers of the Church ; then was 
the moſt fit time ; As the P/a/miſ# fayes, The full time to have Dl. ro, ro, 
mercy on him was come, And then to receive an anſwer, is a figne 
God did it out of ſpeciall love, which loye he world have exalted . 
by thee, 3s Eſay 30.18. 
If 2. when thy heart was wo? fir for the mercy, it was grant- 2. When the 
ed, then art thon alſo heard in an acceptable time: For God doth beart was beſt 
/ not with-hold mercies from thoſe that are his, out of want of Prepared to re= 
love ; neither ſo much for what is paſt, as for the preſent evill "7 = m_ 
| diſpoſition of their hearts, whereby they are unfic to receive from it. Te 
| 
| 


them : and in this ſ:nſe likewiſe may that be underſtood ; that 

God prepareth the heart ; and heareth the Prayer, Pſal, 10.17. 
As firſt, when thy heart is moſt weaned from that temporall. 
| mercy (ſappoſing it ſuch) granted thee upon ſceking of it : So 
| David, when he had the Kingdome in poſſeſſion given him ; 
then when he was as a weaxed chilae, and had his high thoughts 


- (which haply at the firſt news of it had riſen in his minde) purged: 
out, 
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2 hs 
out, Pſal. 131. 2. I have no high thoughts, &c- ſayes he then 
Thus, when thy heart had let all carnall ends goc, and had be. 
raken it ſelfe alone to God, for thy portion to be had alone ont 
of him. then the thing prayed for comes to paſſe : this was the 
fitteſt ſeaſon, 

But you will be ready to ſay, To have a thing when my heart 
is taken off from it, and even contented not to have it, makes 
ir to be as no mercy : for where there is no deſire, there is no re- 
jyoycing. 

If thy defire be taken off the thing, then thou wilt rejoyce the 
more in God now ; and though the thing of it ſelfe ſhould now 
give thee lefle ſatisfaRion, yer God by the thing will give thee 
more, and he will make it up, for thou wilt reliſh his love and 
ſweetneſſe in it now, which is better then life, and therefore much 
better then that thing enioyed ; and indeed the violence of the 
deſire before, would have made it lefle ſweet, for the thing alone 
would not have filled and contented that deſire, when it was an 
inordinate luſt, and fo thou wou'dſt haye beene vexed with it, ra- 
ther then ſatisfied, and found a greater vanity init : but now 
when it is becowe a ſubordinate defire unto God, that the defire 
is downe, and the heart quieted and contented with God in the 
thing : the heart ſayes as (he ſaid, 7 have enough. So 2, likewiſe 
thou mailt have an affliion thon prayedſ long againſt, taken off 
then, when thy heart was moſt willing to accept thy puniſhment 

(as oſes's phraſe is), ro ſubmit to God in it, 

A third thing you are to obſerve concerning the accompliſh- 
ment of the thing prayed for, whereby you may difcerne whe. 
ther granted in anſwer to prayers, is, when thou ſeeſt God 
in his dealings with thee, and anſwering of thee, to deale in a 
kinde of proportion with thy manner of praying and ſeeking of 
him, and of walking with him whilſt thou were dependant on 
him, for ſuch or ſuch a mercy. And as you may ſee a proportion 
between finnes and puniſhments,which are the rewards of them; 
that you can ſay, ſuch a ſinne brought forth this affliction, it is ſo 
like the Father : ſo you might ſee the like proportion betweene 
your prayers, and your walking with God, and Gods anſwers 
co you, and his dealings with you. So did David, Pal. 18. 24, 
According to the cleanneſſe of my hands hath he recompenced me, &c. 

His 
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His ſpeech notes ſome fimilitude or likeneſle : as for example, 
the more by-ends or carnall defires you had in praying, and the 
more you mingled of theſe with your holy deſires, and the more 
wanc of zeale,fervency,&c-'were found in your prayers, the more 
you ſhall (it may be) fiade of bitternefſe mingled with the mer- 
cy, when it is granted ; and ſo much imperfeftion, and want of 
comfort init : ſo ſayes Davidin the ſame P/al.ver.25,26. With 
the pure thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure, Pure prayers have pure 
bleſlings, & & contra : With the froward theu wilt ſhew thy ſelfe 
froward : and againe, as you in praying ſometimes ſlackned and 
grew cold, ſo you might ſee the buſineſle in like manner to coole, 
and caſt backward : as when AZo/es hanas Were downe, Amalech. 
prevailed; but when they were /ifted »p, 1/racl had the better, 
Exed.17.12, God let him fee a proportion, which argued his 
prayer was the meanes of prevailing. A man finds in praying, 
that his ſuit ſometimes ſticks, and goes not as he expeRed, this is 
becauſe he gives not ſo good a fee as he was wont, and doth not 
ply God, and ſolicite him ; but on the contrary, when he was 
ſtirred up to pray , then ſtill he found things to goe well : by 
this a man may cleerly ſee,that it was the prayer which God did 
heare and regarded. Thus likewiſe when a man ſees hils and dales 
in 2 buſineſle, faire hopes often, and then all daſht againe, and 
the thing in the end brought to paſſe, let him looke back upon his 
prayers: didſt not thou in like manner juſt thus deale with God ? 
When thou hadſt prayed earneſtly, and thought thou had(t even 
carryed it, then daſh all againe, by interpoſing ſome ſinne, and 
thus againe and againe ? Herein God would have you obſerve 
a proportion ; and it may helpe you to diſcerne how, and 
when they are anſwered and obtained by prayer ; becauſe 
God deales thus with you therein in ſuch a proportion to your 
prayers. a 
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CuaP. VIII, 
Seven Obſervations more, from the effeAts which the accompliſhe 
ment of the merCy hath upon the heart, Ec. 
" Ourthly thou mayeſt diſcerne whether they be in anſwer to 
7 6 thy prayers, by the effeRs upon thy heart. 

" * As 2, If the thing that is granted upon thy prayers, draw thy 

d:aws the 


heart ncerer 

ro God and to 
rcjoyce in bis 
favour 1n it, 
more then in 
the thing 

Plal. 69. 22, 


heart more neere to God, it is then certaine, that it was granted 
as an anſwer to thy prayers. Things granted out of ordinary 
providence onely, doe encreaſe our luſts, and are ſnares to us ; 
as Saul gave David his daughter ichol to be a ſnare to him - 
So their full tables are made ſnares : ſo God gave the Iſraelites 
their will, the things they deſired, but withall gave thens np to 
their Inſts,Pſal. 106. 15. he gave them their requeſts, but ſent 
leauneſſe into their ſonles ; the Quailes might fat ſome of their 
bodies that ſurvived,yet their ſoules grew leane, there was a curſe 
upon their Spirits : this new delicate food made their bodies 
more ſuſtfull, they did eat and drinke, and roſe up to play, But 
things obtained by prayer are ſanAified co us, for every thing z; 
ſanttified by prayer, fo as it ſhall not inſnare nor intangle our 
hearts: a thing obtained by prayer, as it came from God, ſo a 
man will returne it to God, and uſe it for his glory : So Hannah 
having obtained Samnel by prayer, ſhe returnes him unto God, 
1 Sart. 1. 27,28. For this childe Iprayed, and God gave me my 
petition, and therefore alſo T have lext him to the Lord as long as he 
kueth, If therefore thou findelt this his dealing with thee in an- 
ſwering thee, to be a kindly motiveto cauſe thee to mourne for 
finne, and robe as a reſtraint againſt ſinne, it is a ſigne it was the 
fruit of prayer. Thus it wrought with David, P/al. 6.8. Away 
from me ye that worke iniquity : God hath heard the woice of my 
Weeping. | : 

AlG if thou rejoycelt in God, more then in the thing ob. 
tained : ſo Hannab begins her ſong when ſhe blefleth God for 
her childe ; 2y heart rejycerh in the. Lord, &c. 1. Sams. 2, 1, She 
reJoyceth not ſo much in the gift as in the giver ; and his favour 
morc in this, that her prayer was anfwered, then in the thing 
abtained : this is a ſigne of having obtained the mercy through 


prayers, 
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prayers, whea ic is thus ſanRifted unto a mans ſpirit. 

2, Prayers anſwered will talarge thy heare with thankful- 
neſſe, and thus uſually they doe ; ſclfe-love makes us more for- 
ward to pray, then to give thankes ; for nature is all of the cra- 
virg and taking hand : but where grace is, there will be no emi- 
nent mercy gotten with much {trugling, bur there will be a con- 
rinued particalar thankfull remembrance of it a long while after, 
with much inlargement : and As prayer abounded, ſo will thanks. 
giving abound alſo. Hannah ſhe makes a ſong, 1 Sams. 1. 2, Great 
bleſſings that are wonne with prayer, are worne with thankful- 
nefſe : ſuch a man will not aske new, but he will withall give 
thanks for old. Thankfulneſle, of all duties proceeds from pure 
grace, therefore if the ſpirit {tirs thee unto it,ic is a ſigne he made 
the prayer ; What thankes ſhall render to God, for the joy I have in 
yor ſaith Saint Pawl, 1 Theſ, 3.9, 10? Soin all his other Epi- 
ltles, all choſe he writes to,as he prayes for them,ſo he tells them, 
he gives thankes for them, and for their graces which he had 
prayed for. And if anſwering prayers for others, makes Saint 
Paul fo thankfull, what when for himſclfe ? Prayer and thankes, 
are like the double motion of the lurgs, the ayre that is ſucked 
in by prayer, is breathed forth. againc by thankes : Is thy heart 
afceſh inlarged, as to mourne for paſt fins long ſince committed, 
ſo in like manner, to give thankes for mercies won with long 
prayers, and this for a long while after? itisa ſigne that they 
were obtained by prayer, 

3. If th: mercy obtained doth encourage thee to goe to God 
another time,to pray 2gaine the more confidently and fervently, 
it 15 2 {igne thou halt got the former that way : For the Holy 
Ghoſt having once ſhewed thee this way of procucing mercy, 
hence ir is, thou art thus r2ady to take the ſame courfe another 
time, P/al. 116. 2. The Lord hath heard me, ad I will call on hin 
as long as Tlive. I know (faies ht) now what courſe to take 
if I be in any want, even to call upon him ; and he calls upon 0- 
thers to doe fo too. 

4. When God having heard thy prayers upon folemne vovves 
made by thee, thy heart is made carefull to pay thoſe vowes 
which thou didft make in the time of thy ſuing to God for that 
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that thy prayer was heard. For ficlt, ic argues that thy heart it 
ſelfe doth ſecretly make ſuch an account, that upon them God 
did grant the thing, and thou doeſt therefore make conſcience to 
returne all againe ro God in ſervice, as the condicion of thy In- 
- dentures made with him ; and as a homage due, and an acknow- 
ledgement for ever, that ſuch a mercy was won by prayer ; and 
by this preſerveſt the 'memory of the receit of that mercy : 
vowes being of the nature of homage : and ſecondly, in this alſy 
it is an evidence that the thing was obtained by prayer, in that 
God calls for thoſe vowes from thee, by his Spirit in thy heart, 
and ſtirres thee up to perform them ; it argues that in relation to 
rhy prayers anſwered, he takes them as dues from thee, that ha- 
ving diſpatchr thy ſuit, He now calls for what was agreed to bz 
given him when it ſhould be performed. And thirdly, in that 
allo he doth accept the payment of theſe thy vows of thee, he 
acknowledgeth that thoſe vovies and prayers were heard : for 
Judg. 13. 23- as 4anaah (aid in another caſe, If he meant to have deſtroyed us, 
he would not have accepted a ſacrifice: fo in this caſe it may be 
faid, if God had not heard thy prayers, he would not have ac- 
cepted thy vowes after thy praying. Thus David, P/al.66.13,14. 
T will pay thee my vowes, which my lips have uttered, ani{my month 
hath ſpoken, when I Was in my trouble ; the reaſon followes, verſe 
17. 19. Becauſe that Verily God hath heard me, when I cryed to 
bim : ard ſo Elip)az in Fob doth conneRt and hang theſe two 
cogether, ob 22. 27. Thou ſhalt make thy prayer to him, an4 he 
ſhall heare thee, and thou ſhalt pay thy owes : This which he ſpeaks 
of paying his vowes, was not onely as it was to be his duty, bur 
alſo as a conſequent that would follow the other, that when his 
prayers ſhould be heard, he thereupon would performe his vows: 
for his ſcope is to move fob to turne to God, ſhewing what be- 
nefic would accrue to him by it, and amongſt others this: The 
hearing his prayers, and performing his vowes, 
= K 5. When chou art inabled by faith, to ſee cleerly Gods hand 
If x man ſees ſhewed forth in the efteRing of that mercy over and above the 
by faith, and power of ſecond:canſes, and to-acknowledge it to his glory : for 
> we yy the truth is, one maine cavilling reaſon in our blind hearts, where- 
ods.ſole hand , 
in the accom Þy we are uſually hindred and put by from apprehending onr 
pliſlment. Prayers to be anſwered, when yet the thing is done, we _ 
E 
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finde to be, that our eyes are terminated and bound in ſecond 
cauſes, and not raiſed to ſee Gods hand in the thing : Therefore 
on the contrary, when God inableth thee to ſee that he hath 
done thee this kindnefle ; ſo as thy minde is cleare in it, this is 4 
fruit of his hearing thy prayers: And this you will uſuilly finde 
to be true, that ſo much faith und dependance as you had upon 
God in prayer for the obtaining of a mercy, /o much faith and ac- 
knowleagement you will have in the. accompliſiment of it. Parallel 
with this rule that other, which in another caſe is uſually given, 
that in performance of duties, ſo much as the ſoule did goe ouc 
of it ſelfe to God, for ſtrength to performe them, ſo much when 
they are performed, will the heart acknowledge Gods aflittance 
and be humbled': And this is a ſigne of prayer being heard upon 
this ground, becauſe Gods end of hearing prayers is, that we 
might glorifie him. So Pſal, 50. 15. (1 upon me in the day of 
trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thous ſhalt glorifie me, Therefore 
when the heart hath prayed much for a mercy, with dependance 
before the obtaining of it, and then is inabled to exalt God when 
it is obtained, it is a ſizne that God did ic in relation to thoſe 
prayers. For there is that connexion made betweene theſe, as 
betwcene the cauſe and the eff:&., 7 wil heare thee, and thou ſhalt 
olorifie me. David, when he was delivered our of ail his troubles, 
(as when he made that 18. P/al. he was, as appeares by the title 
of it) then at the 6 verſe, he relates how he had prayed and how 
he was heard , and ſee thereupon how his heart was enlarged 
to acknowledge God alone to have done all, in the reſt of that 
Pſalme; fo from the 27..and alſo from the 31. ver. When we 
ſee Angels from God, beyond the power of ſecond cauſes|de. 
ſcending, it is a fizne, that prayers, as Angels, firſt aſcended, 
and obtained that mercy. Thus alſo the Church, Eſay 26, 
having obtained thoſe deliverances by prayer, ver. 17. (for 
which there ſhe makes that ſong by way of thankfulneſlc) 
ſhe aſcribes ail unto God, ver. 12. Thow haſt wrought all. onr 
works for 4, and ver, 18. Verily we have not wronght any delive- 
race in the earth. 

6. When with the mercy there commeth the aſſarance of 
God love, and evidence of his favour ; when God ſends not 
a bare token onely, but a letter alſo with ic, to beare witneſſe of 
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his love, in which the token is wrapt. Inced not make that a 
ſigne, for waen chis comes with a mercy, it carries its owne 
evidence, you will then know well enough that it is the fruir of 
prayer. : 

7. Laſtly. it will be evident by the event ; things obtained by 
prayer have few thorns in them, the curſc is taken out, but what 
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things obtain- comes bur by ordinary providence, comes as it were up of it 
ed by prayer, 
prove reall 

and it :ble mer-; 
CiCSs 


ſelfe alone, and like the earth untilled, is full of chornes, and 
briers, and many vexations : The reaſon is, for what comes in 

y prayer comes as a blefling, and /o »o ſorrow zs added ta it ; and 
alſo becauſe prayer killeth thoſe inordinate luſts, which is the 
cauſe of that vanity and vexation which is in the things enjoyed. 
But When the bleſſing of Gol maketh rich, he addeth no ſorrow with 
it, Prov. 10.22, Things long deferred, at laft obtained by pray- 
er, prove molt comfortable, and in a ſetled manner ſuch; they 
prove (tanding and ſtable bleſſings ; and what trouble the hearc 
was put toin the deferring, it is recompenced by the more ſetled 
conſtant immixt ſweerne(le in the enjoying ; prayer having long 
perfumed it, and the thing being ſteeped therein, it proves ex- 
ceeding pleaſant. So Prov. 13. I 2. Hope deferred makes the heart 
/ich , but when the deſire comes , it 5 atree of life , and heales that 
fickneſle, and abundantly comforts the heart. Thus 1/aac found 
Rebekkhah a great blefling, and a comfortable wife to him, Gen, 24. 
/t, Such a comfort atſo was 1/aac to Abraham, Gen. 17, 18, 19, 
A ſon indeed, a ſon of laughter, as his name lignifies : and ſuch was 
Samuel to Hannah, (ſhe had not onely a ſonne of him, but a good 
fonne, a bleſſed ſonne, a Prophet, and the Judge of the people of 
God: whereas facob getting the bleſſing, but without prayer, 
how imbittered was it to him, (though a bleſſing co him in the 
event) by ewenty years banifhment from his mothers houſe 2 
When /zae! themſelves ſet up a King, but not by me, as God 
fayes, what a puniſhment was he to them ? given in Wrath, aud 
taken away in anger : Hoſ, 13. It. 
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CHnapP. IX. 
Conſiderations to qmiet the heart, and to help it to diſcerne an an- 
[wer to, and acceptation of the prayer when the thing is not ac- 
compliſhr. | 


Ut now the next and more difficu!r queſtion is, hen the 
B thing is not granted, how ſhall we then difcerne and know, 
that God doth notwithſtanding heare the prayer ? 

Concerning which, I maſt premiſe this, that it is true, that al- 
waies the very thing it ſelfe deſired is not granted, when yer the 
prayer is heard. Chriſt prayed, the cup might paſſe from him,which 
though ſome interpret the word paſſing, for the ſhort continu- 
ance of the brunt,and that therefore in char reſpeR he was heard 
dire&ly in what he asked : yet if ſo, why was that clauſe fit be 
poſſible, added ? that argues his petition was for a totall re- 
movall, yet with ſubjeRion to Gods w.ll; for he knew there 
was no great impoſſidility in a ſhort removall of it ; nay, it was 
impoſſible put that it ſhould pafle, A, 2. 24. Bnt howſoever, ir 
is plaine in Moſes, about his going into Canaan: Dent, 2. 26. 
Thbeſonght the Lord, ſayes he, ver.23. and he Was angry With me aud 
world not heare me, ver, 26, Likewiſe ere Tcometo reſolve the 
caſe, an objeRion is alſo to be removed, which is ; | 

That if the Spirit of God doth make every faithfull prayer in 
us, as Rom. $. 26. it is 1aid he doth ; we know not what to'pray for, 
bat the Spirit helpeth our enfirmities, &c. and he ſearoherh the 
deep things of God, as it is ſaid, 1 Cor, 2. that therefore he know- 
mg that God will not grant ſuch a thing, you may thinke that 


he ſhonld not ſtirre up the heart to pray for that which God Anodjcaion 
meanes to deny, but alwaies guide the heart aright, and not ſet anſwered : 


us erre or miſſe in the things we pray for. To this, in briefe by bi chough 
4 y 

oy K ; knowes Gods. 

I, The Spirit makes not prayers in'us, alwayes according to minde, and 
what Gods ſecret will and foreknowledge is, bur according to teacherh us 
kis revealed will to us, both in hisword and in his providence, wa ro = 
. Or, Yer The 
thing prayed 
ads for may not be. 
cording to what it is our duty to pray moſt for : for he concurs granted. 


7 


way of anſwer, 


25'things therein are preſented to us,and doe lie before our view, 
and ſo not alwaies according to what he meanestodoe, but ac- 
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to afſilt us to pray, as he doth in preaching or uſing other ſuch 
like mcanes and Ordinances, wherein though the Spirir knows 
whom God meanes to convert, whom not, yethe aſſiſts us Mini- 
ſters in our ſpirits oftentimes as much to preach co thoſe he 
meanes not to convert, asto thoſe he meanes to convert : -He 
dealing with us therein according to what is our duty, not ac- 
cording to what is his decree. 

Againe, ſecondly, that phraſe helps to anſwer this, when he 
is ſaid to help onr infirmities, and therefore not according to his 
owne vaſt knowledge, doth he frame onr prayers, but ſo as he ap- 
plies his aſſiſtance to our infirme, weake, and narrow apprehen- 
ſions : and ſtirres up deſires in us to ſuch things, as according to 
our knowledge we are in duty to conceive, and which by all we 
can ſee, by what is afore us revealed in his providence, we think 
to be molt for our good,and his glory; and God accepts ſuch Je- 
frres as from us, but yet dvth for 4 according to the largeneſſe of 
his owne love. | 

8. 2. And ſo now to come to the caſe propounded, and therein un- 
A miſtake :o to helps to pacihie, and diredt the heart about thoſe prayers at 
= vs pew which the things are not granted. 
 =x 15% gt And firſt, how diddelt thou frame thy prayer for that thing 
abiolutely pro» Which 1s denyed thee ? Didſt thou pray for it abſolutely, and 
miſed. peremptorily, as ſimply beſt for thee ? thou muſt not then thinke 
much, if ſuch a prayer be denied, for therein thou wenteſt beyond 
thy commiſsion : but if thou didſt pray for it conditionally, and 
., withanſif Jas (brit did, if it be poſſible, ( which inſtance is a 
i wo} d for ſuch kind of d L, b 
5% of} aha g ground ſor ſuch kind of prayers) and, not my will, but thy 
denied we are Will be done, (0, as thou didlt referre it unto, and truſt Gods judge- 
roreſt in Gods ment in the thing, and not thine owne, onely didſt put him in 
judgement 35S mijnde as thy duty was, of what was repreſented to thee as beſt 
belt for us, nd fa. thee in view, and ſo left it to him to caſt, and didſt referre 
{o interpret the Lit anal weitit .* Then th - b 1 
orayer anſwe- £0 His will and wiſdome: * Then thy prayer may be molt fully an- 
red. ſwered and heard, and yet the thing denyed, and thou art to in- 
FS. 3. , Cerpret, and take Gods meaning and minde revealed in the event 
There may be in the beſt ſenſe which way ſoever it falls: for otherwiſe, Chrilt 
a reſeryation had not been heard, when yet, the Text ſayes, He was heard in all 
in the denial], . h 4 Heb 
for ſame grea- eff 91a ac} Fel © LS : 
ter mercy. 2, Obſerve, if there were not a reſervation in that denial , for 
ome 
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ſome greater and further mercy, whereof that deniall was the 
foundation, Thus 2 oftentimes ſome great crofle is prevented, 
by the deniall of a thing, which we were urgent for : if we had 
had many of our deſires, we had been undone : So it was a mer- 
cy to David, that his childe was taken: away, for whoſe life he 
was yct ſoearnelt, who would have beene but a living monument 
of his ſhame. It was alſo a mercy to David, that Ab/alom was 
taken away, (whom ſurely he prayed much for, for he loved him 
much) who if he had lived, might have been the raine of him and 
his houſe, As a wicked mans deliverance and the granting his.re- 
queſt layeth a foundation, and is a reſervation of him to a worſe 
Judgement : So the deniall of a godly mans prayer is for his grea- 
cer 200d, and is laid asa foundation of a greater mercy : 2 and 
ag3ine, ofcentimes the very deniall breakes a mans heart, and 
brings him neerer to God, puts him upon ſearching into his 


wayes, and eſtate, and in his prayers to ſee what ſhonld be amiſſ® - 


therein, which alone is a great mercy ; and better then the thing, 
ſeeing by the loſſe of that one thing he learnes how to pray ber- 
ter, and ſo to obtaine a hundred better things afterward, Chriſt 
defired the cup might paſſe, it did not ; and that was the founda- 
tion of our ſalvation, and the way.to His glory : He being to 
paſſe through that ſuffering into his glory. The woman that had 
the bloody iſſue, though ſhe uſed many meanes, and haply pray- 
ers amonegll the reſt, and all in vaine, yet none tooke effect, thar 
in the end ſhe might come to Chrif#, and have. both body and. 
foule healed at once, 

3.. O-ſerve that if there be not a tra/mutation and a ?ranſla- 
tioz or turning of the thing deſired into ſome other great bleſ- 
ſing of the ſame kinde : for God ( all whoſe wayes are mercy and 
truthto Hu people) doth improve, busband, and lay out the pre- 


Se 
There may be 
a tranſmucar i= 
on of the thing 
denyed, into 


cious ſtocks of their prayers, to the beſt advantage, in things, (7 +... 


whereby the greateſt returnes and gaines may accrue: as old 


b'eſling that is 


Zacob laid not his Hand of bleſſing as Fo/eph would have guided beer ofthe 
thera but laid the right hand upon the younger Son, whom Po/eph Fame kind. 


did ſet at his left: So often dothGod take off his hand of blefling 
from the thing we prayed for, and iayes and diſcovers it in ano- 
ther more for our good:and as God giving 1/aac the power and 
priviledge to blefſe a ſonne, though 7/aac he intended it for Eſas, 

| I yet 
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yet God unbeknowne to him tranſmitted it to Facob, yet fo, as 
the bleſsing was not loſt : Thus it is in our prayers for a bleſ- 
ſing both upon our ſelves and others. There is often a tranſmn- 
eation, never 2 fruſtration of them : which may as truly and di- 
rely be called an anſwer tothe prayer ; As if a Fator beyond 
Sea, when the owner ſends for ſuch and ſuch commodities ſup. 
poſing them more vendible and advantagivus, but the FaQor 
knowing the ſtate of things, and the prices, fends him over in 
{tcad of thery, ſuch as ſhall ſell better, and bring in more profic, 
may be ſaid to anſwer his Ictters, and- that beter, then if he 
had ſent thoſe very commodities he writ for ; Thus Abrahams 
prayers for Iſmael were turned for Iſaac : David: for the Child, 
© Solomes. | 
$. 1. <« 4. Obſerve if in the end God doth not anſiver thee till 
God anſwers according to the grernd of thy prayer : that is, ſee if that holy 
to the ground ang _ intention, and affe&ion, which thou hadlt in prayer, be not 
ot our Praye1s. {a the end fully ſatisfied, though not in the thing thou didſt de- 
ſire: for God anſwers, Secundnm cardinem, according to the 
hinge which the prayer turnes upon, As when a Generall is ſent 
out with an Army, by a King or a State, who give him many 
particular direRions ; how to order and diſpoſe, and manage 
the war, although in many particulars that fall out, wherein they 
could not foreſee to give ſo punuall and particular direQions, 
he ſwerve from the direRions, yet if he keeps to the intent of 
cheir Commiſsion, and doth what is moſt advantagious for their 
ends, he may be ſaid to keep to his Commilſsion. For as they ſay 
, of the Law, Mens legs eft lex, the minde of the Law t the Law, 
©" not the bare words it is printed in : ſo the Meaning of the Spirit 
is the prayer , Rom. 8. 27. and not ſimply the things deſired, 
wherein we expreſſe thoſe our deſires : and {till the meaning , the | 
intent, the ground of our prayers ſhall be anſwered. To open | 
this, the maine ends, and meanings of our hearts in our requeſts | 
are Gods glory, the Churches good, and our owne particular 
comfort, and happineflſe : we can deſire but comfort, and 2 man 
looketh our, and ſpieth out ſuch a particular mercy, which he 
| thinketh tends much to Gods glory, and his happineſſe, and yet 
chat thing is denied ; yer notwithſtanding God will anſwer him 
according co the meaning of his prayers,his glory ſhall certainely 


be 
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be advanced, even for that prayer of his, ſome other way, and 


- his comfort made up, which is the common deſire of all man- 


kiude : and thoy canſt have but comfort, ler the thing be what 
it will that conveighs it to thee ; and God will take order that 
chat comfore thy ſoule deſired, thou ſhalt have come in one way 
or other, which when it doth, thou canſt not but ſay thy prayers 
are heard. For as God fulfills his promiſes, ſo he heares prayers, 
there is the ſame reaſon of both : now God hath promiſed, 
He that leaves Father and Mother, ſhall have an hundred fot : 
not 5» ſpecie, as we ſay, in kinde, this cannot alwaies be fulfilled : 
for an hundred Fathers he cannot have, God fulfills it not al- 
wayes in the ſame kinde, bnt in ſome other things, which (hall be 
more then a hundred Fathers would be, 

Moſes he prayes he might goe into Canaan, God anſwers the 
ground of his prayer, though not in the matter in it expreſſed and 
deſired, and that both for 2oſes his comfort and his owne glo- 
ry; forhe takes him up to heaven, the trae Canaan, whereof 
that Canaan was but a type, and he appoints 7e/>wua a freſh and a 
young man, comming on in the world, and one whom 2Zo/es 
himſelfe had tutored and brought up, and was his pupill, ſervant 
and attendant, Num. 6. 11.28. and this was more for Gods 
glory ; for 7o 4uah was therein to be the type of Chriſt leading 
us to heaven, which the Law (of which Moſes was the type) 
could not bring us unto by reaſon of the weakneſſe of it; and he 
being young did it better : and it was not ſo much alſo for Gods 

lory, that one man ſhould doe all ; and whereas CMoſes de- 
Fred to have the honour of it ; in that his ſervant that attended 
him, and had b-ene brought up by him, and had all from him, 
that he was the man ſhou'd doe it, was well-nigh as great an ho- 
nour to Moſes, as if he had beene the leader himſelfe, And fo 
David when he deſired to. build the Temple and an houſe to 
God, for the like reaſons God denied it, but yet honoured him 
to prepare the materialls, and to draiy the patrerne, as alſo in 
that his Sonne did it,vho was therein alſo the like type of Chriſt, 
being a Prince of peace, but David a man of blood and warre, and 


BE 2, 
God wbents 
denies, yet 
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likewiſe God accepted this of David, as if. he had built ir, and yrelds farin ir 


will recompence him as mach, 


ro give ſatis« 


5. Obſerve, if in the thing which thou baſt prayed much a. _ co his . 
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bout, though it be denied thee, yet if God doth not endeavour 
to'give thee (as I may fo ſpeake) all ſatisfaRion that may be, 


even as if he were tender of denying thee ; and therefore doth 


much in it for thy prayers ſake, though the concluſion proves 0- 
therwile, as being againſt ſome other purpoſe of his, for ſome 
other ends : as when he denied 2Zo/es to goeinto the Land of 
Canaan, he did it with much reſpeR (as I may ſo-ſpeake-with re- 
verence) to Moſes > he yeelded as far as might be, for he let 
him leade them, till he ſhould come to the very borders ; and he 
let him ſee that good Land, carrying him up co an hill, and (as it 
is thought)by a miracle inabled his i1ght to view the whole Land; 
and the man he choſe to performe this worke, was his ſervant, 
which was a great honour to Aeſes ; that one broaght up by 


him ſhould ſucceed him. So when eLbrabam prayed for Ihmael, 


O let Iſhmael live in thy ſight, Gen. 17.18. God went as far in 
granting his requelt as might be: for, ſayes he, ver. 20. 7 have 
heard thee, and I bave bleſſed bim, and I will make him fruitfell, aud 
multiply him exceedingly, and he ſhall beget twilve Princes ; but 
#19 covenant 1 Will eſtabliſh with Iſaac. So likewiſe, when in caſt- 
ing that thing, thou didſt ſeeke at his hands, he ſhews an extra. 
ordinary hand in turning it ; it is afigne he had a reſpe& to 
thee, that he would vouchſafe to diſcover his hand ſo much in 
it; let the thing fall which way it will, if Gods hand appeare 
much in it, thou mayeſt comfortably concludegthat there is ſome 


great thing in it, and that prayer wrought that miracle in it, 


to diſpoſe it ſo ; and that there is ſome great reaſon why 
he denies thee, and?a great reſpeR had to thy prayers, in 
that he is pleaſed to diſcover | ſo; extraordinary a providence 
about it.* 

Laſtly, looke into the effe of that deniall upon thine owne 
heart ; as, : 

1. If thy heart be inlarged to acknowledge God to be holy 
and righteous in his dealings with thee, and thine owne unwor- 
thineſſe the cauſe of his denying thee. Thus we often finde the 
Saints expreſſing themſelves in their prayers: that P/al. 22. 
though typically made of Chrilt ; yer as it was penned by Da- 
14, and as it may concerne his perſon,it may ſerve for an inſtance 
for this, 7 cry in the day time, but thou heareſt not :. this mighe 

| have 
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have made him jealous of God ; but ſayes he, Thos art boly, e+c. 
and dealeſt now with me in an holy manner, :and art juſt in it - 
Others have called thee, and have beene heard, though T now for 
' my unworthinefle am denied : But 7 am a worme, It might have 
put a man off, when he ſhould think others are heard, bur not I, 
but it oof. him off, but humbles him, 7 az a worme, &c. And 


T hon artſholy. 

2. If God fill thy heart with an holy contentment in the de- ' 2.If God till 
niall; ifhe ſpeake to thy heart, as he did ro 2ofſes, when he de. thebeart with 
nied him, Dex. 3. Let it ſaffice thee ; if as to Saint Paul, when © pat nmr 
he was ſo earneſt about removing that buffeting, if thou gertteſt ___ OM 
but ſuch an anſwer as that to him, fy grace # ſ#fficient ; or that 
ſome ſuch like conſideration is dropt in that ſtayes thee : it was 
the cffcR of Davids ſeven dayes faſting, that he did ſo content- 
edly beare the loſſe of the Childe, which his ſervants thought 
would have overwhelmed him, 2 Sam. 12.19, 20,21. But a con- 
fideration was dropt in which was the fruit of his prayer, That 
he ſhorld goe tc him, not he returne hither ; and his minde was 
comforted thereby, in ſo much, as it is ſaid, ver. 24. that he 
comforted Bathſheba alſo. 

3. If thou cant be thankfull ro God, out of faith, that God 3: Ifrhe heart 
hath caſt and ordered all for the beſt,though he hath denied thee; w Fe ons =» 
and although thou ſeeſt no reaſon, bur that the thing prayed for, Fon, cath 
would have beene for the beſt, yet art thankfull upon the deniall 
of it, out of faith reſting in Gods judgement in it : as David, in 
all thoſe forementioned places was, Thoy art holy, that inhabiteſt 
the praiſes of 1/7ael ; he praiſes God for all this : David before 
he did eate, after his ſeven dayes faſting for the childe, aroſe, 
eAnd went firſt into the Temple aud worſhipped, 2 Sam.12. 20. and 
of what kind of worſhip it was, appeares by his annointing him- 
ſelfe and changing his rayment , which was in token of rejoycing 
and thankſgiving, and it fell out to him according to his faich,for 
preſently afcer, So/omon was begotten, ver.24. 
 _ 4. If thou canſt pray (till and givelt not over, althonsh thou S. 4. 
{tandelt for mercies which thou miſlelt ; if when thou haſt mer- whey Pm be 
cies grantcd, thou feareſt moſt, and when denyed loveſt moſt,and 7% 72a 
art not diſcouraged, thy prayers are heard, Pſal. 80. 4. Though Juins Rill ro 
God ſeemed avgry with their prayers, yet they pray and «x- prav tor ocher 
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poſtulate with him, and give not over, for they made that Pſalm 
as a prayer, And how long wilt thou be angry againſt the prayer of 
thy people ? So Pfal. 44. 17. Thongh we are caſt among Dragons, 


yet we have not been falſe in thy Covenant. So fay thou, I will pray 


ſtill, though 1] never have an anſwer in this life. It moves ingenu- 
ous natures to ſee men take repulſes and denialls well, which 
proud perſons will not doe : and ſo it moves God, 


CHnayPy. X. 


| Application : 4 reproofe of thoſe that pray, but looke not after the 


A reproofe of 
thoſe that pray, 
but looke not 
after the re= 
turne of their 
Prayers. 


Returne of their prayers : Tjhe Cauſes of this neglet?. 


He Uſe of all is, to reprove thoſe, who put up prayers, and 
are earneſt in begging, but looke not after them when they 
have done, no more then if they had not prayed : who ſtill ven- 
ture and have a great ſtocke of prayers going, but looke not af- 
ter the returnes that are made, caſt not up their commings in, 
and gainings by prayers ; and when they have prayed, fir downe 
diſcouraged ; as not making account in earneſt, that ever they 
{hall heare of their prayers againe, even as if they had beene 
but as words calt away : as beating the ayr ; as bread caſt upon the 
waters, which they thinke finkes or is carried away, and they 
ſhall find it no more :. but herein you deſpiſe Gods Ordinance, 
and erre, not knowing the power of the prayers ; and ye contemne 
the Lord, But you will ſay as they in the Prophet ſaid herein do 
We contemwe him ? if you askt a man a queſtion, and when you 
had done, did turne your back upon him, as ſcofting Pate askt 
in. ſcorne of Chriſt, #hat i truth ? but would not [tay for an an- 
ſwer, did you not contemne him ? as not to anſwer when a que- 
ſtion is asked you, 1s contempt, ſo not to regard the anſwer 
made, when you have beene carneſt in begaing, is no lefſe con- 
tempt alſo : if yon had writ letters to a very friend about im- 
portant bulineſle, and had carneſtly ſollicited him for an anſwer, 
and he were carefull in duz time to ſend one, if you ſhoald 
make account to heare of him no more, ſhould you not 
wrong him in your thoughts ; Or if he did write, if you ſhould 
not vouchſafe to reade over his anſwer, were « not a con- 
tempt 
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tempt of him ? ſo is it here, when you have beene earneſt with 
God for bleſlings and regard not the anſwer : and becauſe verily 
this is a fault among us, I will therefore endeavour to diſcover to 
you the cauſes and diſcouragements, which though they keepe 
you not from praying, yet from this earneſt expeation, and re- 
all, and true making account to heare of anſwers of your pray- 
ers ; onely my ſcope is, not to ſhew you ſo much the reaſons, 
why God denies you many requeſts, as why even in your owne 
hearts you are diſcouraged after you have prayed,asif they would 
not be anſwered, although God doth anſwer them. Theſe dif- 
couragements are partly temptations, partly ſinful impediments 
wherein we are more faulty. 

I. Becauſe your aſſurance that your perſons are accepted, is 
weake, therefore your confidence that your prayers are heard, is 
weake alſo : For as God doth firſt accept the perſon, and then 
our prayers : ſo the beleefe,that God doth accept our perſons, is 
that which alſo upholds our hearts in confidence that our prayers 
ſhall be granted ; this you may findein 1 Fohn 5.13,14,15, inthe 
13. ver. he ſayes, Theſe things have { written to youthat ye may 
know you have eternal life : and upon that aſſurance this will 
follow, 4'er.14, 15. And this ts the confidence that we have in him, 
that if we aske any thing according to his will, he heares us ec. And 
if we know he heares us, we know we have the petitions We deſired of 
bim. Marke how he linkes theſe three together, as effe&ts and 
conſequences each of other, 1. Theſe things I write wnto you, that 
Jon may be aſſured, that life and heaven ts yours, as in I2.and 13. 
verſes, And upon that 2. this confidence will follow in your 
hearts, That Ged hears you, that is, that you have his jeares open 
to you, and his heart enlarged towards you : and the 3, if you be 
aſlured that God heares you, then from this will follow an a{- 
ſurance, that To# ſhall have any thing granted, you deſire ; yea, and 
he makes this once of the maine and immediate effeRs of A(iu- 
rance of juſtification ; therefore he ſaies, The is the confidence 
that we have in him ; that is, this effeR there is of this confi- 
dence, for whereas they might ſay, what benefit will accrne to us 


by this aſſurance ? why this ſaies he, which is one of the great and 


maine priviledges of a Chriſtian, even afſurance that God w ll 


heare him ; and not onely ſo, but. grant him all his prayers. For 
whin 


The cauſes of 
this negle&, 
Are of two 
ſorts. 


1, Temptati- 
ons, want of 
allurance ; as 
I. That becauſe 
your perſons 
are not accep- 
ted, your pray- 
ers are not. 
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2- Of the weak- 
neſle of our 
prayers which 
is anſwered by 
3-things. 
Ss. 


when a man is aſſured God hath given him his Son, he will then 
eaſily be induced to beleeve and expe, How ſhall he uot with him 
give me all things ? Rom. $.32, If onc? he looks upon God as a 
Father, he will then eaſily conceive that which Chriſt ſayes; 1f 
Fathers that are evill can give good things to their (hildren, how 
much more ſhall not your Father give his Spirit, and all good things 
zo them that ache them ? and if he gave his Son, when we did nor 
pray to him, how much more ſhall he not with him give us all 
things we pray for? If a man comes to ſue to any man whoſe 
minde he kneiy not, whether he loved him or not, he would have 
ſmall hope or expeRation of having his ſuic granted, though he 
came againe and againe ; but if he be atſured he is in favour with 
him, according to that degree of favour he ſuppoſed himſelfe to 
ſtand in with him, he is aſſured and confident of obtaining his re- 
uelt, | 
2. Diſcouragement is the weakeneſſe of their prayers : though 


a man thinkes his perſon is accepted, yet alas, ſayes he, my pray- . 


ers are ſo poore and weake as ſurely God will never regard 
them, To remove which, let me firſt aske thee this queſtion : 
Doeſt thou pray with all thy might ? then though that chy might 
be weake in it ſelfe, and in thine owne apprehenſion ſuch, yer 

ecauſe ir is all the might which thou haſt, and which grace hath 
ja thee, it ſhall be accepted, For God accepts according to what a 
man hath, and not according ta that he hath not. 2 Cor. 8, 12, 

2, Thou art to conſider that God doth not heare thce for thy 
prayers ſake, though not without them, but for his Names ſake, 
and his Sos ſake, and becaufe thou art his childe, as the mother 
when her childe cryes, (ſuppoſe itto be a weake childe) doth 
not negle to heare and relieve it, but tenders it ; not becauſe ir 
doth cry more lowd, but becauſe it cries, and pities it the more 
weaker it is, | 

3. Againe though the performance in it ſelfe be weake, yet 
conlidercd as a prayer, it may be ſtrong, becauſe a weake prayer 
may ſer the ſtrong God aworke ; as faith for the a& of .it, as 
prodaced by us, may be weake, yet becauſe irs obje& is Chrilt, 
therefore it juſtifies : So it is in prayer, it prevailes, not becauſe 
of the performance it ſelfe, but becauſe of the name, which it is 
Pix up in, even Chriſts name ; and therefore as a weake faith 

| juſtifies, 
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jaſtifies, ſo 2 weake prayer prevailes as well as a ſtronger ; and 
oth for the like reaſon in both, for faith ateributes all ro God, 
and ſo doth prayer ; for as faith is meerely a receiving grace, ſ9 
prayer a begging grace, And therefore doeſt thon think thy 
prayers are accepred at all, notwithſtanding thy weakneſſe 2 if 
that they are accepted, then they muſt be accepred as prayers ; 
now if they be accepred as prayers, then'as effeAnall motives to 
prevaile with God to grant the thing you aske ; for if he ſhould 
not accept them to that end, for which they were ordained, jt 
1s 3Sif he accepted them not at all. As therefore when he ap- 
proves of any mans faith as true and ſincere, he approves and ac- 
cepts of it to that purpoſe, for which it was ordained, which is to 
ſave and juſttfe, and to this end doth as fully accept the weakeſt 
aQ of faith, as the ſtrongeſt ; ſo is it with their prayers, which 
being ordained as a meanes to obtaine mercies from him, if he 
accepts them at all, it is with relation to the accompliſhmeat of 
chem, which is their end, | 
4. Men are miſtaken in judging of the weaknefſe of their 
prayers, they judge of the weakneſle of their prayers by their ex- 
preſfions, and gifts in performing them, or by the ſtirring and 0- 
verflow of affeRions, whereas the ſtrength and vigor of prayer 
ſhould be eſtimated from the faith, the ſincerity, the obedience, 
the deſires expreſt in it. As it is not the lowdneſle of a Preachers 
voice, but the weight and holinefſe of the matter, and ſpirit of 


the Preacher, that moves a wiſe, and an intelligent hearer : ſo 


not gifts, but graces in prayers are they that move the Lord. The 
ſtrength of prayers lies not in words, but in that it is ficted to 
prevaile with God ; one prayer is not more ſtrong then ano- 
ther, further then it is ſo framed as it hath power with God 
more or leſle ; as of Zacob it is ſaid, he had power With God, Hoſ.1 2. 
Now prayers move God, not as an Oratour moves his hearers, 
but as a childe moves his Father : two words of a childe hum- 
bled, and crying .at his fathers feet, will prevaile more then 
penned orations. Row. $. It is the meaning of the Spirit,that God 
looks unto, more then the expreſſions: for the groans there are 
ſaid to be #unutterable, Hezekiabs expreſſions were ſo rude and 
broken, that he fayes, E/ay 38. 14. thathe did but chatter, (he 
being then ſick) even as a crane, yet God heard them. : 
K | 
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3. So often fai- 
lings of an- 
ſwers : anſwe- 
red by foure 
things, 


I, 


2 


A thicd diſcouragement is failings of anſwers ; 1 have prayed 
ofcen and long, and I have beene ſeldome-or never anſwered,and 
therefore. I make little account -of my prayers, that they are 
heard : vthers/have the reverucs of their prayers comming in, 
but I doe miſſe whatſoever almoſt I ſtand for: Therefore ſay they 
as thoſe, hy have We fafted aud thor regardeſt it not ? Eſay 58.3. 

To remove this,confider, 1. That thou haſt the more reaſon to 
wait, for thou haſt the more anſwers to come :, for as wicked 
men zreaſure up wrath,ſo doe godly men mercy, and eſpecially by 
their prayers ; and therefore mercies,and anſwers doe often come 
thick together, even as afflitions alſo doe. | | 

Suppoſe thou ſhou!dſt have few anſwers concerning the things 
thou ſeckeſt for here, either in praying for thy ſelfe or others, 
yet thy reward i with the Lord, It is in praying as in preaching, 
a man may preach faithſully many a yeare, and yet not con- 
vert aſoule, and yet a man is not to give over waiting, but to 
obſerve after every Sermon what good is done, and whether 
God will give them repentance, as it is 2 Tim. 2. 25. Andif 
none be converted, yet as Eſay 49. 4. 4 mans reward t with the 
Lord, Every man ſhall receive his owne reward according to his owne 
laboar, 1 Cor. 3.g. and not according to the ſucceſle of his la- 
bour onely. So it is in praying, though thou miſſeſt againe. and 
2gaine, and nothing ſucceeds thou prayelt for, yet be not diſcou- 
raged, for thy reward is with the Lord, which will come in one 

ay. | 
3, GOD doth it,not that he heares thee not,but to try thee : 
for a man to ſay as David ſayes, Pſal. 116. 1, 2. Gud hath heard 
my prayer, therefore 1 will call upon hin as loug as I live, that is 
nothing ſo much as to be able to ſay, Well, I have prayed thus 
long, and for theſe many things, and never ſped, and yer 1 will 
call upon him whileſt 1 live, though I finde no anſwer in this 
life. To find commings in,in a trade,and yet to hold out trading 
{till, arcuzs not ſo much faithfulnefſe in a mans calling, as 
when a man hath loſſes and caſtings behinde hand, and yet to 
follow it, | 

4. God uſually ſtayes ſo.long that we have done expeRing, 
Luke 18. 8. The Elett cry day and night, but God tayes fo long, 
v.7. that when he comes he finds not faith,they have done expeR- 

ing, 
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ing, have forgot their prayers, and. then he doth things they looked 
ot for. 3 Fey 10-18 52,00 ; IQ 4200321 
Other diſcouragements' there'are wherein. we our ſelves» are 
more faulty, and which are our finnes, more then our tempta- 
tions, which yer weaken the expeRation of having our. prayers 
anſwered : as, ; es 

I. Slothfulneſle in prayer, when -we* doe not put. to. all-our: 
might in praying, and then no wonder, we doe not onely not-ob- 
caine, but that our owne hearts miſgive us, that we looke for lit 


Eſay 64. 


S. 2. 
A 2. caule are 
{(infull diſcou- 
ragements, 
which are three 


I, Slo:hfulnefſe 


[n prayer. 


tle ſacceſſe and ifſue of ſuch prayers, 2#i frigide rogat;decet negare; - 
he chat ſhews himſeſfe cold in a ſuir, teaches him: he ſues to, to - 


deny him; if we ſee one ſeeking to .us faintly, and fleightly; we 
are not then ſollicitous to deny him, but thinke he will 'be eafily 


put.off, and not thinke muck ;. {9 'nccordingly when» we ſhall 
obſerve ſo much by our felves, and fee our ſelves flothfull in prays: . 


ing, and praying 4s if we prayed not, no wonder if by :reaſon of 
that conſciouſneſſe, wee looke not afcer the. ſucceſſe. of ſuch 

prayers, which in the performance wee ſleighted zwhen we'pray, 
as if we were willing to be:dcnyed, we knowing! that the :Scrip- 
ture ſayes; that the' fervent prayer' onely : prevailes, that prayer 
which is &yeey4%n, that ſcts all the faculties on worke;: Fames 5. 
I6. How ſhouid wee then expe that God ſhould grant any. 
good thing to us ?. For though God ſels nothing; to.us for.:our: 
prayers, but gives freely, yer he 'would have his gifts-accepted ; 

now without large deſires,” and ' longings they would not'be ac- 
cepted : and whart is fervent prayer, butthe exprefliion of ſuch 
fervent defirc > Zacob wrefHed when he obtained ; mary ſeeke to 
exter, ſayes Chriſt, but you: maſt; /trive. Now when.wee know 
theſe things, and yer are flothful!, how can weexpeRt any anſwer 
atall? will not the .conſciontnefie of it quell:all our expeRa- 
tions 2 and hence it comes to paiſe that: God proporti>ning 
his dealings with us to our prayers, becauſe we ſeeme to pray, 
and yet pray not to purpoſe, thercfore God he ſometimes 
ſeemes like one a ſleepe, and then ſometimes to wake, and make 
faire offers to helpe, and yet falls as it were. aſleepe againe, be- 
cauſe we were thus drowſie in our prayers ; thoſe prayers that 
awaken God, muſt awaken us: Thoſe prayers that ſtir God, 
muſt firſt tir 25 70 Jay hold on God, as Eſaiah ſpeaks : as obedience 
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2 Ditcourage- 
ment : looking 
At prayer as a 
duty, rather 
then as a 
means to ob» 
zaine bleſſings. 


A dire&ion. 
2, Thirgs to 
bc lookt at in 
praying ; A 
command 5 


Yromiſc- 


ſtrengthens faith and aſſurance, ſo fervency in prayer begets con- 
fidence of being heard, In all other things flothfulneſſe doth 
diſcourage and weaken expeQatjon ;. doth any man expe that 
riches ſhould come upon him, when he doth his bufineſſe neg- 
ligently 2 for it s the diligent hand that maketh rich : doth any 
man expeR a crop and a harveſt, if he takes not paines to 
plow, and ſow his corne? no more if you doe not take paines 
with your hearts in Prayer, can you expe an anſwer, or indeed 
will you. | / 

2, Cauſe: or ſinfull diſcouragement herein : is looking at 
prayer onely as a duty to be performed, and ſo performing it as a 
raske, and not ſo.much out of deſires ſtirred up after the things 
tobe: obtained, nor out of faith that we ſhall obtaine them ; 
whith is as if a Phyſician having a ſick ſervant, to whom he pre- 
ſcribeth, and commandeth to take ſome phyſick to cure him, and 
his man ſhould take it indeed becauſe it is commanded and pre- 
ſcribed by his maſter, looking at it as an aR of duty as he 0- 
beyes;him in other buſtneſles, but not as looking at it as a medi. 
cine, or meanes, that will have any worke upon him to cure him, 
and therefore orders himſelfe asif he had taken no ſuch thing, 
Thus doe moſt in the world pray to God, take prayer as a pre- 
ſeription onely, but not as a meanes : they come to God daily, 
but as co x {aſter onely in this performance, not as a Father, 
ant thus doing, na wonder if they Jooke for little effe&t of 
prayers -'for''our expectation never exceeds. or reaches further 
vhen our end and intention, Which we had in any buſineſſe, If I 
performe any Ordinance but as a duty, then Ireſt therein, and 
expeR no fucther : as if a. man preacheth for f/thy Jacre onely, 
he performes his duty, and then 'looks for his hire, but lookes 


not after any other effeR of his. Sermons > fo nor will men doe- 


after their prayers for anſwers to them when they performe 
them as duties onely. Now to help you in this, you are to 
looke to two things in prayer. Firſt to a command from God. Se- 
condly, to the promiſes of Gad : and ſo to conſider it in a double 


A relation, firſt as a dyty in reſpeRt to the command, ſecondly, as a 


means to obtzine or procure bleſſings at Gods hand in relation to 
his promiſes : therefore in prayer,tirit an att of obedience, ſecondly, 
an a of faith is to be exerciſed, Askg in faith nething wavering, 

am. 
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Zan, 1. Now the moltin the world performe it as an a&of 0- 
bedience onely, and ſo-reſt in the preſent performance and ac. 
ceptation of ir, but if a man pray in faith, he will pray with an eye 
to the promiſes ; and looke on prayer as 2 meanes for time to 
come to obtaine ſich or ſuch a mercy at Gods hands; and if ſo, 
then he is not ſatisfied till he hath an anſwer of his prayers, and 
till chen will waite, as the Chrch ſayes, She Wonld Waite till he 
did ariſe and plead her canſe. 

A third finfull diſcouragement is returning to ſinnes after 
prayers, when a man hath prayed for ſome mercy, and riſerh full 
of much confidence that his prayers are heard, and ſo a while he 
walkes, yet falling into a ſinne, chat finne doth daſh all his hopes, 
undoes his prayers (as he thinkes) and calls them backe againe, 
meets as it were with the anſwer, which is Gods meſſenger, and 
cauſeth it to returne to heaven againe. How often when God 
had even granted a petition, and the Decree was a comming 
forth, and the grant newly written, and the ſeale a ſetting to it, 
but an a& of Treaſon comming betweene, ſtops it in the ſeale, 
and defers it, blots and blurreth all, both prayer and grant when 
newly written, and leaves a guilt in the minde, which quells 
our hopes, and then we looke no more after our prayers ; and 
this eſpecially if when we were a finning, ſach a thought came 
in, (as often it doth to reltraine us) are you not in dependance 
upon God for ſuch a mercy, and have prayed for it, and are 
faire for it, how then dare you doe this, and finne againſt him ? 
when in this caſe the heart goes on, and blots all the prayer, 
and diſcourageth a man; for faith the conſcience, Will God 
heare ſinners ? (as he ſaid.) And thus farre it is true that inning 
thns betweene, interrupts and hinders the obtaining our peti- 
tions, that anſwerably as we doe thus daſh and betray and 
undoe our prayers, fo in a proportion, we finde in the way 
to our obtaining the thing wee prayed for, ſo many rubbes 
and difficulties doe ariſe; for as wee lay blocks in Gods 
way comming towards us to doe us good, fo he in ours: 
therefore often when a buſinefle goes proſperouſly on , and 
wee thinke wee ſhall carry it , comes ſome accident be- 
eweene the cup and the lip, that caits all behinde hand a- 
gaine , becauſe anſwerably wee dealt with God, For when 
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we had prayed, and were encouraged and in good hopes, then 
. by ſome /7n»e or other we ſpoiled all, and bereaved our ſclves 
ef our exp©Aation. But yet this you are to conſider, that as-in 
| the end praying uſeth to overcome jimne-in Gods Children, fo 
alſo God in the end overcomes difficulties, and brings the mat< 
ter to paſle : and know it is not /in»es paſt ſo much that hinder 
the prayers of Gods people, as the preſent unfitneſſe and indif- 


poſition of their hearts for mercy. Py | 
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PF ef LF 
TO BE SPOKEN TO 
Conſciences diſtreſſed. 


Psar. 85.ver. 8. 

God will ſpeake peace unto hi people, and to his 
Saints, &c. 
He maine thing intended to be inſiſted upon out 

of theſe words is diſpatcht, yet that I may not 

leave ſo faire and fruitfull a crop ſtill Rtanding 
a upon the ground unreaped, I will goe on more 
y EN) briefly to have in the reſt of that Harveſt the 
L. Text affords. | 

This P/alme (as vias ſaid) was penned as a Prophecy of and 
prayer for the returne of Gods people out of the captivity of 
Babylon, and the ſetling and eſtabliſhment of that Church and 
State upon its former Baſis, yet ſo as therein there 'is a. further 
and more eſpecial aime had to the peace and glory to be brought 
in by Chriſt, till when this Prophecy otherwiſe had but a poore 
and ſlender accompliſhment, in regard of much outward glory 
or peace that that Church enjoyed. 

And therefore the peace here ſpoken of and promiſed for 
the preſent is to be extended largelier then co outward pro- 
ſperity, or an happy iflue ou: of that calamity, even to ſpeaking 
peace to drooping and weather. beaten conſciences - and accor- 
dingly we find this kind of peace to have been eſpecially promi- 


ied by the Prophet 7/2ab to the people at their returne on of the 
| Captivity, 


I 


Tidings of Peace. 


Obſer, 1. 


Obſer, 2. 


Captivity, both in 1/2. 48. from 20. to the end, and 7A. 57. from 
the 14. tothe end, there being many broken hearts that had 
wanted the light of Gods countenance long, having been during 
the Captivity , baniſht from the Ordinances of the Temple, 
hanging up their harps mourning, whoſe chorghts were as if God 
had meant to deſtroy them, as appeares Fer. 29. 11. who after- 
wards were refreſhed with inward peace, at the reſtauration of 
thoſe Ordinances, as well as with outward, as by thoſe places 
doth appeare. Therefore in relation to this kinde of peace onely 
I will at this time handle che words. 


In the words you have-a diſcovery of Gods proceedings | 


in treating of peace, or proclaiming war, with his people and 
ſubjcAas. 

: You ſee that ſometimes God doth not ſpeake peace to his owne 
children, This was their ſtate for che preſent, when this P/alme 
was penned : He will fpeake peace, therefore at preſent he did 
not; yea, it may incline us to thinke that God at preſent ſpake 
the contrary, for the Prophet ſpeakes this by faith, as contrary 
to ſenſe, and preſent experience ; he beleeves God intends to 
come againeTo a treaty of peace, though now he ſeemes to have 
nothing but anger, and blood, and war in his looks, ſpeeches,and 
ations ; and to threaten and proclaime warre, and take up 
Armes againſt chem. And thus God often deales with his owne 


Children, whether a people or a particular man : fo with a na-' 


tlon, Eſa2y 63. 10. They rebelled, and he fought againſt them : ſo 
with a particular man, God frowned upon and rated his Childe 
Ephraim, and ſpake bitter things againſt him, (itis the phraſe nſed, 
fer. (31.20.) though yet Ephraim s my pleaſant Child, fayes he : ) 
David had not a good word from him 2 long time, P/al. 51. 8. 
Make me to heare againe of joy and gladneſſe. And P/al. 50. 7. 
Heare oh my people, and I will ſpeake, but not againſt them they 
might hope, becauſe he ownes them for his people : Heare oh 
Iſrael, and I will teſtifie agatnſt thee : and yet it followes, 7 am the 
Lord thy God, Fob ſayes, he did not ſpeake onely againſt him, but 
alſo wrote birter things, he wrought as it were books againſt him, 
J6b13.26. he writing over in his Conſcience the finnes of his youth 
in letters of blood, and wrath, and terrors for them, 

There muit needs be ſome great reaſon for this, they being þ1s 


people, 


"- 
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people, which is the ſecond thing that is intimated, and may be- 
obſerved out of theſe words, namely,the reaſon or moving cauſe 
provoking'God thus to interrupt the peace of his people; they 
; had fallen into ſome groſle foly or other, ſome finfull inordinate 
| diſpoſitious had beene indulged unto; and nouriſhed in them, 
which is uſually, though not alwayes, the cauſe of this his dea. 
ling : this is evident by this, that the concluſion of their peace, 
when it is made up againe, hath this clauſe, as the onely article 
of reconciliation betweene them, that they retarne no more to folly, 
implying they had formerly runne out into ſome inordinacy, 
which to reduce them from, God had tooke up armes againlt 
them, and thereby taught them wiſdome to take heed of loſing, 
and then buying peace at fo deare a rate againe. And indeed all 
the quarrells, that God hath againſt a Nation, a particular place, 
or perſon, that belongs to him, doe begin there ; They rebeled, 
and He forght againſt them, Elay 63. 8. For the iniquity of his co- 
vetonſneſſe I was wroth, Eſay 57s | 
The reaſon is, for anger is out of love as well as hatred, which Reafes. 
therefore he expreſſeth though with griefe, he ſhould be pur 
co quarrell with thoſe, he hath ſet himſelfe to love. And as 
wicked men, whom hee alwaics hates, may out of his patience 
have a truce ; ſo on the contrary, with his owne, God may take 
up 2 quarrell, yet He loves them, and remembers them, with e- 
verialting kindnefle, 
The V/es of both are theſe, 

I, As peace with God is deare to you, ſo to take heed of tur= U/e x, 
ning unto folly ; Onely take this advertiſement, that they are 
not meere follies or ignorances that doe interrupt, or breake 
the peace : as it is not ſimply the outrage of ſome Pirats that will 
cauſe two States at peace to'enter into a warre,unlefle that State 
conſent to their a&, and maintaine them in their rapine, Sot is 
not ſimply the riſing of luſts that warre 3» our members againſt the 
| law of the minge, that breake the peace betweene God and us, 
| unleſle they be approved of, and conſented unto, nouriſhed and 
maintained with ſome preſumption ; whileſt we majntaine, and 
cake up a conſtant fight againſt Gods enemies in us, and diſavow 
the outragious riſings of our luſts, the peace may hold, and often 
doth ; for whileſt we are not at peace with finne, God may be 
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Uſe 2. 


Uſe 3+ 


Epked, 2, 2, 


Obſer. 1, 


Reaſon 3, 


Reaſon, 2. 


at peace with us and our ſpirits ; but ſo much peace as we give 


them, ſo much war God takes up. 
The ſecond V/eis : Doth God take up quarrells againſt His 


owne 2 then upon any breach made, goe forth to meet Him :. 


Ic is Saint Pars exhortation, not #0 let the Sunne goe downe upon 
thy wrath, but to reconcile thy ſelfe cre night, with thy offended 
brother ; but I turne the exhortation, Lee mot the Swnne goe 
doWne upon Gods wrath itowards thee ; but every day make and 
renew thy peace with God.cre thou ſleepeſt, that as Davis ſayes, 
thou maieſt lie downe avd ſleep in peace, Pſal. 4. 8, 

The third V/e : If the peace of Gods owne people be thus 
often interrupted, who yet are the Sons of peace, Lnke 10, what 
wrath is reſerved for the children of diſobedience, and open Re. 
bells that are children of wrath, becauſe of diſobedience ? There 
75 n0 peace to the wicked, ſayes my God, Eſay 57. God is « preparing 
againft thee, who ever thou art, that goelſt on in fone, if thox turne 


zot, Pfal. 7.13. thouart preſt for hell, and art thicher bound, 


£o encounter with the wrath of the great God, thither where no 
trace is to behad, there #s ns diſcharge in that Warre, 2s Solomon 
fayes, Eccleſe 8. 8. Thinke of this, you that ſn»e, and will ſxxe ; 
whoſe peace is not ſtruck up between God 8& you, who never yer 
ſo much as entered into any treaty of peace with God, who ne- 
ver apprehended God and your ſelves at oddes. 

The third thing to be obſerved out of the Text is this ; That 
when the (hild of God wants peace, he can have no peace till God 


ſpeake it ; God mult ſpeake peace, if ever his people have it : 


therefore ſayes he here, 7 will heare what God Will ſpeake : he 
ſpeakes in oppoſition to the voice of man, and the helpe of ſe- 
cond cauſes, and of all meanes whatever, which in time of di- 
ſtreſſe, of themſelves can doe no good. 

Reaſon firſt : Becauſe Godis the King of al the world, the S9- 


veraighe Lord of all. Now treaties of warre and peace are the” 


prerogative of Kings, and of them alone : they may conſult with 
their ſubjects abont eſtabliſhing good Lawes, as they uſe to doe, 
&c. but the proclaiming Warre and Peace with forraine States, 
they have ever held in their owne hands; and ſo doth God who 

is the King of Kings. 
Secondly, becauſe God is the Judge of all the world, and the 
party 
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party offended, at whoſe ſuite all arreſts and controverſies doe 
come; now when a coudemned man ſtands at the barre, let all 
the (tanders by ſay what they will, bid him be of good comfort, 
and tell him that his cauſe will goe well, yet till he heare the 
Judge himſelfe ſpeake as much, he cannot be at reſt in his minde : 
the Judge onely can acquit him and abſolve him. The King alone 
ſpeaks pardons ; and ſo doth God peace; all aflitions are his 
arreſts ; thou mult therefore make thy peace with him, if thou 
- wilt be at peace, | 
Thirdly, peace, eſpecially of conſcience, is a thing muſt be Reaſes 3: 
created, for our hearts of themſelves are full of nothing buttur- 
moile ; as the raging Sea, which cane reſt. I create _— of 
the lips, peace, 1/aiab 57.19. men may ſpeake it, but I mult create 
it : A word of power, ſuch as went forth when light was created, 
mult goe forth from God, or clſe there is no peace ; for other- 
wiſe _ _ are 3s = = =_ reſts _ cus 5 
Fourthly,the wounds of conſcience which are in s people, p . 
are of that quallity, that none but God can cure them , ny —_—_ 
chiefe thing chat wounds them, is the lofſe of Gods favour, not 
ſimply his wrath : for it is the glory of God, and his favour, 
not ſelfe-love onely that makes them ſeeke him ; therefore no- 
thing gives peace, but the reſtoring of his favour, and the lighe 
of his countenance ; the ſame dart that wounded, muſt heafe 
apaine ; 1/ay 57. 1/mote him, and 1 will heale him; And as one 
that is ſick with love, when love is the diſeaſe, no phyſick, no per 
ſwaſion of friends can cure it, nothing but onely the love of the 
party beloved ; ſo when a ſoule is wounded for the lofſe of Gods 
love, not all the things in the world can cure the heart, but one 
word from him, one good looke, one promiſe from him that we 
are his, ſtills al), and onely can give peace, Like to a poore childe, 
that cries for its mother,let who will dandle it, and play with ir, 
and uſe it never ſo kindly, yet it will not be ſtilled till the mother 
| _— ; ſoit is with a poore ſoule that cryes after God day and 
night, 
— Uſe. In caſe thou art in diſtreſſe, eſpecially of ſpirit, and Uſe. I, 
want of peace of Conſcience, waite upon God, in the uſe of 
meanes for peace; friends may come to thee, and ſay, Why 


ſhouldeſt thou be troubled > thou haſt no ſuch cauſe to be caft 
L 2 down ? 
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Uſe 2. 


O8ſer, 4 


down ; but all theſe are miſerable comforters, (as Fob ſaid) un- 
lefſe God ſpeake peace : David heard by the Prophet Nathan 
that his finne was pardoned, but yet his ſoule was not at*quiet, 
till God would ſ:cond it immediately by his Spirit ; therefore 
faies he when Nuthan had beene with him, P/al. 51. 8. /Aake 
me to heare of joy ani gladneſſe. Art thou baired with helli{h 
blaſphemies caſt into thy ſoule > God muſt ſpeake peace, and 
rebuke Satan for thee, and take him off thee; all thy friends, 
all the men in the world cannot doe it ; they can onely fay as 
the Arch-angel ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee, And he can as eafily 
doe it, as he did rebuke Laban, and forbade him ſpeaking 
roughly to Zacob, the ſame charge he can give in an inſtant to 
Satan - therefore wait upon God, and lovke up to him. 

2. Conſider this againlt the time you come to die ; all your 
deſire is to die in peace, and, 0h let thy ſervant depart in peace ! 
is the ſpeech and deſire of all ; But who is it, that muſt ſpeake 
peace to you then 2 God onely, At death you will ſcnd. for a 
good Miniſter, or a good friend, to give you. ſome comfort, 
(as you call it) but, if God will not ſpeake it, how can they ? 
If you could call all the Angels out of Heaven, and all the 
Saints both in Earth, and Heaven ; and fo could have all that 
whole Colledge of Phyſicians about you, and they ſhould de- 
fire to comfort you with all their cordials ; yet if God will 
not ſpeake it, who is able to doe it ? Fob 34. 29. If he hides his 
face, who can behold him? None can fhey his face, as the oppo- 
{ition ia the next words ſhewes. Falſe daubers may come to 
you, and ſay, Peace, peace, as they in the Prophet ſaid; but liſten 
what God will ſpeake, he onely muſt, and can doe it; and be 
ſure you make ſure of him before you come to die. Would any 
wiſe Prince defer the treaty of peace with his en-my, till he 
come into the field, and when the batcell is begun ? how fooliſh 
then are thoſe, who negle& ſecking after God, till the aflault 
of death comes,and the King of feares with all his terrours,hath 
encompaſſed them round ? 

4. Obſervatias is, that let Gods: people be in never ſo great 
diſtreſſe, yet it z5 an eafie thing for God to give peace to them 3 
marke the expreſſion uſed here, It is but ſpeaking peace, that is, 
it is as eaſe for him to- give peace, as. it is for you to ſpeake ry 

word; 
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word, it is no more to him : Then,our comfort is,that as he only 


muſt doe it ; ſo he ealily can doc it, even with word. 

Reaſon 1. Bzcanſe his ſpeaking is creating - if he ſpeakes, he 
mak?s things to be, even with a word ; as at firſt, he did but fay, 
Let there be light, and there was light ; ſo till, if hee but ſay, 
Let there be peace, there u peace : he made all, and upholds all by 
the word of his power, As therefore when the ſtorme' was at its 


height, and the waves molt raging, yet at one word of Chriſts 


they were all ſti]l: The Sea and the winds obey him: ſo when 
tentations are molt fierce, and the doubts of thine owne 
heart moſt tumnltnous, and raging, a word from him can till 
them. 

Secondly, becauſe the light, which God gives to a mans ſpi- 
rit, when he ſpeaks peace, is a ſure and infallible light, and there- 
fore a ſatisfying light ; ſo as when ir comes it mult needs give 
peace ; and no objeion, no tentation can darken or obſcure it, 
when it ſhines : If he give quietneſſe, whocan trouble ? fayes he 
in 7ob 34. 29, No creature is able to ſeparate from his love, or 
the aſſurance of it, 

1. It is a certaine and infallible light, which God gives, when 
he ſpeakes peace ; The anointing from above, which enlighteneth 
a mans eyes, 25 truth, and ts no lie, 1 John 2, 27. that is in teaching 
a man (of which he there ſpeakes, not onely what he is in him- 
ſelfe, but what he is in teaching us) he doth it ſo, as. a man is not 
deluded by it, and therefore it is added, None elſe need teach 
him ; for did the Spirit (when he did ſpeake peace) ſpeake ſo, 
as that that man to whom it is ſpoken, did not infallibly appre- 
hend it, he ſhould ſpeake in vaine : for ſo the Apoſtle reaſons 
in caſe of #;khyowne tongues, that if a Trumpet give an uncertaine 

ſound; or a man ſpeakes fo as it [hall not be knowne what hee 
ſpeaks, he beats the aire: 1 Cor.14. 9. Now therefore ſurely 
God, when he ſpeaks peace, ſpeakes it ſo infallibly, and diſtin&- 
Iy, that the ſoule knows the meaning of it ; It is not a voice elſe, 
for, ſayes the Apoſtle there, ver. 10. The end of all voices t5 to ſig- 
»ife, and therefore if I know not the meaning of the woice, he ſhall 
be a4 a Barbarian, that ſpeaks to me : ver. 15, eſpecially when the 
ſpeaker undertakes to be a witneſſe, as the Holy Ghoſt in ſpeak- 


ing peace is, 1 John 5, 6, Now to wicneſe is ſuch a teſtimony, 
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Uſe I, 


as is taken for infallible, for the end of it is to put an end to the 
controverſie, and it ends the ſtrife betweene man and man ; now 
the Holy Ghoſt when he ſpeakes, ſpeakes as a Witzeſſe,and there- 
fore punts an end co a mans doubts : he ſpeakes infallibly, 

And therefore in the ſecond place, it is a ſatisfying light alſo ; 
it is ſach a lighe as diſpells darkeneſſe, and anſwers all objeRi- 
ons ; and fo ſpeakes peace home. As in a queſtion, and contro. 


_ vrrſie in Divinity, or Logick, when ſome one bottome truth is 


underſtood, a man hath a light, which goes throngh all the 
ObjeRions, and anſwers them all ; ſuch a light doth the Spirit 
give to a poore diltreſſed ſoule, about the great controverſie of 
his owne ſalvation, when he doth ſpeake peace ; he gives ſuch 
a light, as ſatisfies the minde, as lets him ſee that in Gods free 
grace, and in Chriſts, which doth anſwer to all, he, or all the 
devils can ſay againſt him, from what wants, or objeQions are 
in himſelfe, He openerh, and no man, nor devill, 5 able to put : 
And therefore when he doth ſpeake peace, his teſtimony is taken 
and belceved : If we receive the witnefſe of men, and reſt in it, 
I 7ohn 5.9. the witneſſe of God # greater, that is, of more power, 
and efficacy to perſwade, and fatisfie the ſoule. 

I. Uſe, is an Uſe of comfort to poore ſoules, that are in di- 
ſtreſle, and ſuch a diſtreſle ſometimes, as they thinke, and ay, 
their cauſe is deſperate, and paſt recovery, ſo farre as their ſoules 


ſometimes ſhot into deſpaire, Conſider, how eaſfie it is for you, * 
. to have your condition altered, and changed even in a moment. 


I tell thee, though (it may be) thou haſt beene caſt downe this 
rwenty year: s, and thy ſoule is battered, broken, hardened, ſerled, 
fixed in ſerious thoughts of thy ruine, and reprobation, yet one 
good looke, one good word from God, ſhall in an inſtant di. 
ſpell all, after thy conceit and apprehenſion cleanez; God can 
and doth ofcen more with one word, in one moment, then Sa» 
ran could doe in many yeares, with all the objeRions he could 
muſter up, The truth of this, in experience we often finde and 
obſerve in our ſelves and others, Yea, and ſometimes when he 
doth ſpeake peace, he gives ſuch ſatisfaRtion to a mans ſoule in 
that particular, that he would be content. to be as many yeares 
more, in his ſpirituall conflits, to enjoy but the like light, one 
halfe houre, Thus eafle is it, for God to ſpeake peace, Though 

| thou 


UMI 


Tidings of Peace. 


thou thinkeſt thy ſelfe never ſo farre off from peace, yet he can 
ſpeake peace to them, that are afarre off, a: well as thoſe who axe 
neere, as himſelfe ſayes, 1/azah 57. 19. for, fayes he, it is /thar 
ſpeake it, And when he doth it, then all thy doubts and di- 
ſtreſſes, will be forgotten, as the paines of a woman in travaile 
are when a Man childe is borne. _ 
Secondly, is the Church in any diſtreſſe > (as the Church here 
at this time was) he can redeeme it out of all with a word. 


A word ſpoken to Cyr his heart, did ſet them in their owne 


land againe, ſo you have it expreſſed, E/ay 44. 26, 37, 28. The 
God that ſaith to Feruſalem then ſhalt be inhabited, and to the Cities 
of Fndah, Ye ſhall be built ; you ſee his manner of doing it, it is 
but with a words ſpeaking ; he ſayes to Fernſalem, be built ; and 
though there be never ſo great impediments in the way, hewill 
ſay to the deep, be dry, that his people may paſſe over ; he dryed 
up a whole Nation, a Sea of people, namely the Babylonians, to 
makeWay for this deliverance. And when they are conquered, 
and Cyr, a new King comes to have the ſway of things, God 
ſpeakes to his heart allo ; That ſaith of Cyrus, He # my ſhepheard; 
and cauſeth him to ſay to Jeruſalem, Be thou built, Therefore 

oe to him and trult him in all the diſtrefſes of the Church, as 
the Chucch alſo did, Pſal.44. 4. T hou art my King, command de. 
liverances; A Mandamus from God doth it, and will doe it at 
any time. 

Let God be never ſo angry, and kis peoples diſtrefle never ſo 
great, yet he will ſpeake peace in the enato his people : you heard 
before, that if we have peace, he onely mult give it ; and then, 
that he could, and was able with eaſe to doeit : and now you 
ſhall heare, that he will certainely doe it in the end. 

The Reaſons the Text ſuggeſts are theſe : 

1. If we conſider but who this God is, that is to fpeake peace, 
1 will here what God the Lord will ſpeake, he is the Lord, and 
therefore able to ſpeake what pleaſeth him ; he is peculiarly 
the Ged of peace, and therefore willing to ſpeake peace, Now, 
I. when it is ſaid, he is the God of peace, and the God of comfort, 
rhe meaning is, he is full of it, infinitely fa!l of it, and out of the 
abundance of thy heart, the month ſpeakes : thoughts of peace, and 


love to his dee boile within him, as hatred, or malice doth in a 
OR | malicious 


Uſe 2. 


Reaſon 1. 
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Rea/or; - 


Reaſon 3. 


malicious man towards his enemy ; fo as he cannot containe 
and forbeare expreſſing it towards him ; that as David ſayes, 
tis thoughts did burne within him, and at laſt, brake forth ; ſo in 
God, 1 know the thoughts I thinks towards you (fayes he to them 
of the captivity) Fer, 29. 11. They are thonghts of peace, and not 
ofevill. And 2. beſides that theſe his thoughts of peace are taken 
up of himſelfe, his Sonne alſo hath beſpoken peace for us; and 
therefore God will ſpeake it. Even as Foſeph, though he ſpeake 
roughly a while to his brethren, yet could not in the end con- 
taine, Gey. 45. 1, ſo nor God, 

. Secondly, Let us conſider, who they are to whom he is to 
ſpeake.it, they are hes people, as the Text hath it ; and to them 
there is no-queltion, bur he will fpeake peace, though he ſeemes 
angry for a while, They are his people, chat is the reaſon given, 
1 Sams. 12422, He will-not caft off his people : as alſo Eſa. 63.8, 9. 
When they rebelled, he was wroth, yet be ſaid, Surely, they are my 
people, ſo Was T their Saviour. They ? why they are the /oxnes of 
peace, Luke 13. 6, ordained for peace, and therefore ſhall be 
ſure to have it; and although ſome differences may ariſe be- 
twixt God and them, yet there is a naturall ogy in the Lord 
that moves him to ſpeake peace in the end to them : as the 
dumbe ſonne of Cre/#, when he ſaw his father like to be killed, 
though he had never ſpake before, yet then out of an 1perus of 
ſpirit, the ſtrings of his tongue were unlooſed, and he cricd out 
to the murtherer, KX:/! zot King Creſus ; ſo, when the enemies 
of his Church are ready to devour his people, and Sata is ready 
to ſwallow his childe up in diſpaire, then Gods bowells worke 
within him, and he can hold no longer, but cries, Save my child, 
ſave my (Church. Is Ephraim my pleaſant child, (layes he) fer. 31. 
20? Well ſayes God, though 1 ſpake againſt him, and tooke him 
up and chid him ſoundly, yet I cannot forget my child fayes he, 


nor iy Fatherly affeRion to him, but my bowels are ſtirred, and I 
will ſurely have mercy on him. 


Thirdly, otherwiſe if God did not in the end ſpeake peace 
they would indeed zetzrne to folly, which is the third thing in the 
text. For this end of ſpeaking peace, is that they might not re- 
turne to folly, P/al.125. 3. The red of the wicked ſpall not alwayes 
lie upon the righteous, leſt they put forth their hand to iniquity. 

There- 
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Therefore at the laſt verſe, Peace ſhall be npon 1/7acl, As for this 


cauſe he ſpeaks outward peace, ſo alſo inward, and ſuffers not 
the rod of Satan, and of his owne heavie diſpleaſare to lie upon 
their hearts : for elſe they would returne to the pleaſures of ſin ; 
for every creature muſt have ſome delighe ; their ſpirits would 
faile and be tired out elſe, and wearied in good duties, if God 


| ſhould not inthe end ſpeake peace, Eſay 57». The ſpirit would 


faile before me. When the child ſwounds in the whipping, God 
lets fall the rod, and falls a kiſſing ir, to fetch life into it againe, 
As it's a rule in Phyſicke, (till to maintaine nature : and there- 
fore when that ſhall be in hazard tobe deſtroyed, they leave 
giving purging Phyſicke, and give cordialls : ſo doth God with 
his people ; though with purging Phyſicke, he often brings their 
ſpirits very weake, and low, yet he will uphold and maintaine 
their ſpirits, io as they ſhall not faile, and be -excinguiſhe, bur 
then he will give cordialls to raiſe them up againe. 

Uſe 3. What good heart that beares a child-like affeRion to 
God, would offend ſuch a God, that be thy diſtreſſes what they 
will be, will certainly ſpeake peace : then doe not put himco it, 
ſpend not upon that precious ſtock of his free grace and love. 
Tis true, he 7: married to thee, and therefore though thou haſt gone 
a Whoring after many lovers, Fer. 3. 1, 2. 14. ſtill he ſayes, Re. 
turne, for 1 am married to thee : as therefore when man and wife 
are fallen out, they conſider,we mult live together, and therefore 
they reconcile themſelves againe : ſo conſider, it muſt be between 
God and thee, and make it a meanes and motive to recover thee, 
25 Samwel did to the Iſraclites, 1 Sam.1 2.22. Tor have committed 
this great ſinne, yet turne not aſide from following the Lord , for God 
will not caſt you off, you are his people, Goe home to him agaige,he 
will ſpeak peace. Think thus, the time will come wherein "God 
will be friends againe with me , he and I cannot be ſtrange long ; 
though I would, he will not, Eſay 57. 18, 19. though he went on 
ſtubbornly, yet God healed him, and would not loſe his childe, 


therefore I will returue of my ſelfe. 
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Reaſon 1, 


Psar. $5.ver. 8. 
But let them turne no more to folly. 


F1 HE Sixth Odſervation is, That Peace being ſþo- 
I FS ken to their hearts by Go D they ſbonld returne no 
G Io, IN more to folly. See this, Ezra 9.13, I 4. T hors 

SY [4D 4 having pmniſht us leſſe then we deſerve, aud given 


EE 


_— 


YEN) ſnch a deliverance as this, ſhomld Wee againe 
= brake thy Commandements, wonldeft thow net be 
angry with us till thou hadft conſumed mu ? ; 
x. Reaſon:becauſe it will be a greater aggtavation in /inzing; 
Tt is made the aggravation of Solomons finne, 1 Kings I 1.9. That 
Ged had appeared ts him twice : they were eſpeciall appearances 
andgnanifeſtations of mercy ; and though ſach doe now ceaſe, 


yet we reade of fuch as are analogicall to thery, as obs 14. 27. 


Chriſt promiſeth to manifeſt himſelfe, which. is by ſhedding a-' 


broad his love, and his Fathers love into the heart, which is evi- 
dent dy the former words, he ſhall be lovedof my Father, and I 
will love him ; and after he ſaith, we will come to him, aud make 
our abode with him, ver. 23, and 27. My peace 1 will give unto 
you. Now ſuch appearances will be ſet upon the ſcore of every 
ſrrne, many yeares after, as; they were upon So/owons, And the 
reaſon is, becauſe nothing wounds an ingenuous loving Nature 

more 
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more then matter of unkindneſle : If 5t had beene my enemy, 
ſayes David, I could have borne it, Pal. 55. 12. 14. but it Was 
thau oh man, mine acquaintance, we tooke ſweet counſell together, 
a boſome friend to whom I had committed my ſecrets, opened 
my heart : Thus when Gop hath unboſomed himſelfe as it were 
to a man, and told him what was in his heart towards him, this 
goes nigh him if he lifrs up the heele againſt him. And the rea- 
ſon of that further alſo is, x becauſe of all thingselſe, a man can- 
not endure to have his love abuſcd, you come nigh him when 
ou doe fo, for his love is himfelfe, and commands all in him, 
ſo that abuſe his love, and you ſtrike at his heart ; it is lefſe to a- 
buſe any excellency in a man,to reproach and extenuate his parts, 
{earning, 8c. though theſe are deare to him, bur his love is his 
bowels. And therefore when God hath opened his heart to a 
man, and ſet his love upon him, and revealed it to him, and he 
carries himſelfe unworthily, it paines him at the heart. B-ſides 2 it 
is aSainſt the law of Nature and of Nations to ſceke out for a 
peace, and get it concluded, and then fecretly to prepare for, 
and enter into a war ; nothing more hatefull, or can exaſperate . 
| two Nations one againſt another more then this. It was the ag- 
| gravation of Abſoloms ſinxe, that being newly reconciled with his 
| father, and taken into favour againe, after two yeares diſcoun- 
| tenance, he then began to rebell more cloſely. 
| 2. Reaſon is intimated in the word fo/ly, as if the Lord thould Reaſon, 2, 
have ſaid, Set aſide the unkindnefle and wrong you doe to me, 
yet therein yon befoole your ſelves ; you will have the worſt of 
it, And indeed, when God doth afterwards draw nigh to a 
man againe, upon.that his recovery of his peace, it appeares to 
be folly, even in that mans owne apprehenſion ; when he hath 
taſted how ſweet God is, then come and aske him, Whaz, will 
ye returne to finne againe? he will then fay, Aske me if I will 
woundor cut my fleſh : It is impoſſible, thinkes he; I ſhould 
any more be ſo beſotted ; if there were no more motives, hee 
thinkes it the greateſt folly in the worid. And therefore God on 
purpoſe chooſerh out that expreſſion, and placeth it here in this 
cauſe, becauſe it is indeedhe greateſt folly in Gods ſight ; and 
i; ſo apprehended by our ſelves, looking upon ſirne after peace 


is ſpoken to us. It. is folly to ſin»e againſt God at any time, 
M 2 | but 
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but eſpecially then ; and that will appeare by theſe particulars. 
I» Becauſe, before a man had that peace, he »felrt the bitter- 
neſle of finne, for God never ſpeaks peace.till that be felt : now 
that is an argument even to ſenſe, never to returne to it againe ; 
which a foole will be warned by; A b#rnt Childe dreads the 
fire ; even as a Child will take heede being taught by ſenſe, 


When a man ſhall be in great diftreſſe, and his Conſcience ſhajl 


ſuggeſt to him, as Fer. 4. 18. Thy wayes and thy doings have pro- 
duced theſe things to thee, thus ts thy wickeaneſſe : a ſpeech like that 
when you ſay to your Children, when they have gotten any 
harme, or cold, or ſicknefle,this is your playing and gadding and 
going in the Snow, and your eating of fruit, &c. ſo doth God 
ſpeake there to them when they were in diltreſſe, this #5 your 
wickedneſſe, for it 15 better, it reacheth to the heart, it woundeth the 


| Conſcience, the wounding of which, of all elſe is the greateſt 


miſery. When once a man after this, hath peace reſtored to 
him, and he comes newly out of ſuch a diſtrefle, aske him then 
how he likes curning to ſuch a ſi againe,and he will cell you,it is 
the greateſt folly in the world : Aske David if he will murther 
any more after his bones have been broken, and ſet againe, 

2. Thouwilt cafily acknowledge, it is folly to returne to 
againe; if thou conſidere{t the termes, upon which thou. did(t 
obtaine thy peace. Reckon what paines it coſt thee,to waſh out 
the guilt and ſtaine which ſinne had made, what vowes, and re- 
ſolutions thou madeſt, what bonds thou didſt ſeale unto, what 
promiſes never to returne, what prayers and tears, what raps 
and knocks at Heaven Gates,cre thou couldeſt get an anſwer, or 
God ts ſpeak one word,he making as if he had not been within : 
why is it not folly now to loſe that in an inſtant, thou haſt beene 
a getting ſo long, haply many years, and with fo much paines 
and colt? Youuſe it asan excule to prodigalls.to fay, Things 
lightly come by, are lightly gone ; and yet you count them, and 
call them fooles for it, as nor knowing what it is to carne a pen- 
ny : how much more folly is it, when a man having afore mor- 
gaged his peace, and God reſtored it againe after much ſuit, and 
waiting many a terme, then to come home, and venture to calt 
all away at one throw at dice ? ſuch a foole art thou, when thou 
returnelt to ſinne ; to drinke that at one draught which _—_ haſt 

- beene 
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beene getting many a yeare, what madneſle is it ? when thou haſt 
taken much paines, to waſh thy ſelfe, then to wallow in the mire 
againe, and make thy ſelfe new worke, what folly is it > who but 
children and fools will doe thus 2 That which the Church ſaid in 
another caſe, may well be alladed to in this, {ant 5. 31. Thave 
Waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile them ? 

3. Conſider, what it is thou doſt hazard to loſe by returning 
to folly : thy peace, Daviloſt it, as appeares, P/al.5 1, 1 2. there- 
fore ſayes he, Reſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation; Tn loſing of 
which, thou wilt be ſo much a loſer, that if the j- thou chooſeſt, 
were able togive thee all the world, it could not recompence 
thee ; no not the loſſe of one houres communion with God , 
which in a moment will bring thee in more ſweerneile, then all 
thy fins can doe to eternity, If all the pleaſures of fin were con- 
tracted, and the quinteſſence of them ſtrained into one cup, they 
would not afford ſo much, as one drop of true peace with God 
doth, being let fall into the heart. 7: zs peace which paſſeth under- 
ſtanding. Few pleaſures here doe exceed the ſenſes, nay the ſen- 
ſes are capable of more then the things can give ; but this paſſeth 
underſtanding. Gods loving kindnefſe us better then life, If it were 
propounded to thee, thou muſt loſe thy life next moment, if 
thou ſhouldelt commit ſuch a finne, wouldſt thou venture, if thou 
didſt beleeve it > Now the loving kindneſſe of God # better then life, 
and wilt thou loſe the enjoying of it, though but for a moment 2 

4. It is folly to returne againe, becauſe the pleaſnres of ſinne 
will be much leſſe to thee after thou haſt had peace ſpoken. Take 
them at the beſt, when they are freſheſt, and when thy palzte 
was moſt in reliſh, and taſte with them, when thou were carnall, 
and ere thou kneweſt what ſwcetneſſe was in God,and they then 
were but poor ſorry pleaſures: but now,they will prove far more 
empty then before ; they are empty vaine pleaſures even to him 
that hath them in their flower, and in his ſeaſon of inning ; 
and therefore all wicked men are weary, and doe inwardly com- 
plaine of their condition, onely they cannot finde ſweetneſſe in 
God, and ſoare faine to keepe themſelves. to their husks ; but 
alas, to thee they are farre leſſe worth then to-another man, who 
knows not God, and therefore thou art like to have a worſe 


bargaine of it ; another man can make more money of a finne, 
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and get more pleaſure out of it, then thou art able to doe. 
For firlt, thy conſcience having been ſcorched with ſinne, as 
ſcalt fleſh dears more, and is more ſenſible in comming to the 
fire, then other parts of the body, is become of a quicker ſenſe ; 
whereas wicked mens is ſeared, and ſo they commit all #»cleax- 
nefſe with greedizeſſe ; but thine is tender and galled in the aR, 
which allayes much of the pleaſure of thy ſinne, and mingleth the 
more bitterneſle with it, 
/ And 2. b«fides this galling of Conſcience,which is common to 
thee with many an unregenerate man, thou haſt a principle of 
grace, an inner man, Which is dead to ſuch pleaſures, that taſtes 
chem not, that is like Barzi/laz, who through age, 2 Sam. 19. 35. 
could not taſte either what he ate or dranke, as young men doe, 
no more can that New mas in thee : and therefore it can be bur 
halfe as pleaſant to thee as to another man, If one ſide of a man 
be taken all with a numbe Paifie, what pleaſure is it to that man, 
ro exerciſe his limbs in the aRions of life ? He is but halfe a man, 
and lives but halfe a life ; fo it is with thee, when thou haſt grace 
intky heart, but halfe thy heart can cake pleaſure in inning, 
that new man the other halfe relufates, grieves for it, hates 
what thondoſt; and all this mult necds ſtrike off much of the 
pleaſure. : 

But 3. If we adde to this, that this new man in him having: 
once talted what ſweerne(ſe is in God, and How good the Lord 1s, 
is then like a man that hath eaten ſweet-meats, other things are 
out of taſte with him, and therefore alſo it is folly to returne, 
No man (ſayes Chrilt, Lake 5. ult.) having dranke old Wine, de- 
fireth new, for he ſaith the old « better z a man uſed ro high fare, 
cannot agree ſo well with thin diet : ſo the ſoulc having beene 
uſed to talte of great pleaſures in God, the impreſſion and re- 
membrance of them leaves his ſoule lefſe ſatisfied then another 
mans ; a ſtomach that hath beene enlarged to full diet, looks 
for it, and riſeth more hungry from a flender meale : now com- 
munion with God inlarges the faculties, and widens them, and 
makes them more capable of greater joyes then other men have, 
and cherefore the creature is leſſe able to fill them ; Kill he re- 

members with much griefe, whileſt he is eating his hacks, what 
fare he had-in his Fathers houſe : and oh, Then it was better with 
: me, 


——_— 
The folly of Relapſing. 


T9 


we, then now, Call me not Naomi,but call me 4arah, as (he ſaid, 
for 1 went out full, and am come home empty ; fo doth he fay, 
when he comes from the a of ſinning, he went with his hearc 
Full of peace, and meeting with a bargaine of inning, thought 
to cck out his joy, and make it fuller, bur he comes home 
empty. | 

I. Uſe, is to thoſe who have hid peace ſpyken to them, ler 
them at ſuch times feare themſelves and God molt, for then 
comes in this, as you ſee here, as the moſt ſeafonable admoni. 
tion that can be given, to returne no more to folly, 1. Feare 
God then moſt; for of all times elſe, then ſinnes provoke him 
moſt ; ro come and call him Father, and the guide of your month, 
and yer to fall to (inne, this is 70 doe as evill as you can, you can- 
not doe worſe. fer. 3.4.5. S0 Ezra9. After ſuch an eſcaping, 
ſhould we againe breake thy (ommandements, Woul1eft thor not be 
angry till thou baiſt conſumed us ? In times of afflition it is the 
property of a good child to love God moſt : in times of ſpea- 
king peace, to fear God molt and his goodpeſſe, and to feare to 
offend him for his goodnefſe ſike. Did I onely ſay, that God 
is provoke molt then, if you returne to folly > Nay, I adde fur- 
ther, he i grieved, which is more then to be provoked ; and 
therefore you ſhall marke that expreſſion and admonition not 
ro grieve Gods Spirit, then comes in, when the Spirit hath ſealed 
us up to the day of redemption, Ephef. 4. 30. Then by finning we 
are ſatd. more properly to grieve him then before, when he 
bath fo far ingaged himſelfe to love a man, and expreſſed him- 
{:Ife to him, and ſers his Scale upon him for his. God is angry 


with wicked mens finnes, but he is grieved for yours. To grieve . 


' him is more then to anger him. Meere anger is an affeRion can 
eaſe it ſclfe by revenge, and by comming cven againe with the 
party, and when we can or intend to doe fo, our mindes are 
not ſo much aggrieved, but pleaſe themſelves rather to thinke of 
the revenge which we meane to execute: ſo when wicked men 
finne whom God meanes to meet with, he is ſaid ro be angry 
rather then grieved , and ſayes, 7 Will eaſe my ſelfe of mine adner- 
aries, Elay r. 24.an4 avenge my ſelfe of mine enemies, Bur here, 
as when a mans wife that lyes in his boſome, or his thilde ſhall 
wrong him : fo is it when one ſinnes, whom God 'hath fer him- 
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ſ:|fe to love, and done much for, and made known his everlalt. 
ing kindneffe unto, and ſealed to the day of redemption : this 
0c; £0 his heart, grieves him rather then angers him, and ſuch 


_ are the trueſt and deepeſt griefs. What ſhould he doe with you 
| In this caſe ? if affli you, and by that meanes goe about to turne 


you from your iniquity, therein he ſhall but affliRt himſelfe as ic 
were, for Though they rebelled, yet when they were afflicted, he was 
affiifted, Eſay 63. 9,10, As when a Father that is a Magiſtrate, 
or as one that maintainesa Student in a Coledge, if either pu- 


niſheth a child,or pupill in his purſe,he puniſheth himſelf, ſo mult - 


God afflit himſelfe to afiR you, Put not the Lord into theſe 
ſi aits if you have any love in you. And 2. as thou art therefore 
to feare God moſt then, ſo thy ſelfe moſt, and to be more 
watchſull over thy owne heart ; thou art then apt to returne to 
folly, if thon takeſt not heed ; as when a man hath beene very 
hot, or ſweat much) he is apt to take the greateſt cold. Hezekiah, 
after God ſealed peace to him, and anſwered his prayers, and 
renewed the leaſe of his life, his heart got cold, he did returne 
to folly. The reaſon is, becauſe then the heart is apt to grow 
lefſe watchful, and to thinke it ſelfe fortified enough againlt any 
ter.tation, As Saint Peter having ſeene Chriſt transfignred in 
the Mount, grew confident in his owne ſtrength. And know 
that the Devill watcheth ſuch an opportunity moſt, for he gets 
a great victory if he can foile thee then, afcer he hath been foiled 
himſclfe, and when thong art moſt triumphing over him ; how 
many battles have beene loſt through ſecurity of viory and re- 
coyling of the enemy ? and beſides, our corrupt nature, ſo farre 
as unrenewed, is apt to gather heart to it ſelfe, to flight ſinne, as 
thirking its pardon eaſily gotten. 

Therefore when thou arr tempted, labour often to renew 
thoſe thoughts, which thou hadſt of thy ſinne at that time, when 
thou wert ſuing for peace, before thy peace was gotten ; when 
thou wouldelt have given a world for Gods favour ;_ and alſo 
what thoughts thou hadſt of it, when God ſpake peace, how 
thou didſt abhor ir, yea, thy ſelfe, and looke what fin was moſt 
bitter to thee and an enemy to thy peace ; as if uncleanneſle, 
idleneſle, negled of prayer, ill company, &c. and preſerve in thy 
heart thoſe bitter apprehenſions of it, and fay of it, IS 
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beene a bloudy ſinne to me, as Moſes wite ſaid of her husband : and 
though I have got peace, and my life ſaved, yet it was a bloudy 
finne to Chriſt, his bloud was ſhed to purchaſe this my peace, 
and ſhall I returne to it ? | 

And when tempted to it againe, have recourſe to the kind- 
neſle God ſhewed thee in pardoning, and ſay, How ſhall I doe 
chis, and finne againſt God ? ſay as he ſaid, 1s this thy kindveſſe 
to thy friend ? 2 Sam. 16.16, and what, ſhall I Abſalom-like, 
now I am new reconciled to my Father, fall a plotting treaſon 
againe 2 what ſhall I make more worke for prayer,more worke 
for God, breake my bones againe, and. lic roaring againe ? 
Thinke thus, I was burnt in the hand afore, I ſhall be racked 
ſurely now, $i 10 more leſt a worſe thing befall thee. 

Uſe. 3. The doftrine of affurance (if not abuſed ) and of 
Gods ſpeaking peace to men is no dangerous dorine to make 
men ſecure and preſumptuous in finning:when peace is preached 
in any mans heart,this uſe naturally flows from that doAtrineyre- 
turn 10 more to folly.The very ſcope of the whole Epiltle of Saint 
?ohn is to helpe all beleevers to affurance, as appears by the 
I John 1.4, 5. and the 5. Chap.13. Theſe things I write to yougthat 
ye might have communion with God, and that your joy might be full, 
But this will open a way to all licentiouſnefſe. No fayes S. Fohr: 
Chap.2.1, Theſe things I write unto you that you ſin not ; nothing 
guards the heart more againſt tentations,then the peace of God- 
it is ſaid to guard the heart, Phil. 4.2. Yeaand if you doe fin, 
the aſſurance of Gods love is the ſpeedieſt way to recover you ; 
ſo it followes , 1f any one doth ſinne, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, &c. And he that hath thus hope in him, that is, to live 
with Chriſt, and k»ows what manner of love the Father beares us, 
purifies himſelfe as he ts pare, 1 Fohn 3. 1, 2, 3. If there were no 
more but ſelfe-love in a man, it were then no wonder if he doth 
abuſe it. For ſelfe-love, where the love of God is wanting, is 
unthankfull and ungratefull, willing to take all the love and 
kindneſſ which is afforded, and abuſe it and worke upon it for 
it's 0wn advantage ; and it is true alſo that becauſe we have too 
much of this principle unmortitied in us, therefore God truſteth 
ſo few with ſo much aſſurance,becauſe they would abuſe it. But 


where true love to God is ſeated, and much of it implanted, 
: N there 
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there the love of God and the peace of God doth as kindly and 
naturally enkindle and enflime and ſet it aworke, even as argu- 
ments ſnirable to ſelfe-love doe worke up »n, and ſtirre that prin- 
ciple. For grace is more for God then for our ſelves, it being 
the image of Gods holineſle, whoſe holinefle conlilts in this, to 
2ime at himſelfe in all : and therefore when Gods free grace 
towards a man is revealed, it raiſeth him up to higher ſtrain-s 
of love to God. and hatred of fre, And therefore it is obſer- 
vable, P/al. 51.12. that David when he prayes for the reſtoring of 
the joy of his ſalvation, he prayes not ſimply for it or alone, bur 
withall prayes for a free ſpirit, Eſtabli + me with thy free Spirit : 
that is, a ſpirit of ingenuity, which is kindly, ſweetly, and freely 
wrought upon : therefore when we have a free ſpirit wrought 
in us, then that free love that is in God towards us, will worke 
moſt kindly upon it, and conſtrains us to /ove hims that loved 5 
firſt. The love of Chriſt conſtraines 1, 2 (or ,5 .14, Becauſe we thus 
j#4ge that if Chriſt dyed for a!l, then they which live ſhould not live 
znto themſelves, but unto him that ayed for them : Saint Paul gives 
the reaſon, why this love of Chrilt did chus conſtraine him, be- 
cauſe he did ths judge, that is, this conſideration of Chrilts love, 
he having a principle of love in his heart to Chriſt, he found to 
be a powerfull prevailing reaſon to perſwade him to live to 
Chriſt. Having a new judgement he ſaw force and ſtrength in the 
argument. And ſo ſhall we if we thus judge, and it will have this 
naturall conſequence as naturally to follow upon it in our hearts, 
as any reaſon in any other kinde hath, that is bronght to enforce 
any other concluſion. And therefore as the minde is conſtrained 
(as it were) to aſſent to a truth proved by force of reaſon, that 
if you grant this, then this or that will follow - ſo becauſe we 
judge this reaſonable by an argument drawne out of /oves To- 


picks, that if Chriſt dyed for all, who otherwiſe muſt themſelves have 


dyed ,that then they ſponld live to him, this will conſtraine 25 to love 
him, and live to him : Amore Det eſt extaticus, nec ſe ſinit eſſe ſui 
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's = Text and admonition here gives a juſt occaſion to con- Te 
ſider a little of that ſo often queſtioned caſe of Conſcience relaplim nin 


concerning relapſes of Gods children into the ſame fs and folly ye ſame tinne 
| 2gzine, and whether after peace ſpoken, Gods people may re- after peace _ 

| curne againe to folly, Some have held, that a man after a ſecond [poken, retol- 
| repentance could not fall into the ſame {#-e againe ; others it va 

| he did, it excluded him from mercy for time to coine. For the 

| comfort of ſome poore ſoules, whoſe caſe and tentation this 

may be, I will peake ſomewhat though ſparingly and with cau- 


tion, 
z. The Sc-ipture no where excludeth thoſe from the ſtate of 
grace, or barres mercy from thoſe that have relapſed into the 
ſame ſure, eſpecially ſo long as in regard of the manner of their 
Ko ſraning, 'it be but folly, not wickednefle or wilfull ning ; that 
| is, rather proceeding out of errour of underſtanding, and 
| heat, and impetnouſneſſe of fooliſh affeRions, then obſtina- 
| cy and malice in the will, and with: deſpite of the ſpirit of grace, 
Heb, 10. 27. 

Yea, 2. In Scripture we meet with ſuch paſſages and pro- 

miſcs, as may undoubtedly uphold any ſoule, that hath ſo fallen 


after peace received, into the ſame ſi, and preſerve him from 
2pprehending himſelfe excluded therefore from mercy and the 
[tate of grace : As Hof. 14. 4. 1 Will heale their back: ſliding, 1 
will love them freely ; unleſie they had fallen after repenting and 
former healing, it conid not have beene called backſliding, and 
yet this he promiſes to heale,and withall ſhewes the ground that 
moved him to it, his loving them freely : for if in any thing his 
free love is ſhewn to any of his children, and drawne ont, it is in 
f healing againe ſuch a backſliding ſoule after recovery and peace 
| given. For they falling into the ſame ſ;irne, which hath beene 
repented of and healed, provokes G o D more then a thouſand 
other as of /imnes formerly committed, though of the ſame 
kinde. And therein alſo to ſhew his free love, that he can par- 
don even the abuſe of love it ſelfe, he leaves ſome thus to {; 
after his love ſhed abroade in their hearts. Some he ſhewes his 
free love unto, in keeping them from ſnip, others in pardo- 


ning them,. and giving them repentance : they .are bur ſeverall 
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wayes of drawing it forth ; ſo that if in any thing, herein his 
free love is ſhown, for if it were not free, it would never endore 
it ſelfe to be abuſed, And likewiſe the ſure mercies of Davidare 
then ſhowne, when God multiplies to pardon : ſo Eſay 55. 3. ha» 
ving mentioned the promiſe of the /#re mercies of David, He 
promiſes to multiply to pardon, as it is in the Originall, wer. 7, 
which are thns joyned, both becauſe the ſureneflſe of his Cove. 
nant is therein ſhowne, and becauſe we might haply multiply ro 
fn;and at leaſt it ſuppoſeth the poſſibility of it againe.God like- 
wiſe runs upon ſuch a ſuppoſition in that expreflion of his,co his 
own people, Jer. 3.1, 2, They ſay, if a man pnt away hi wife, aud 
foe becomes another mans, ſhall not the land be greatly polluted ? but 
thou haſt played the harlot with many lovers, yet returc againe to 
me, ſaith the Lord. He ſpeakes to her, as to one had bceene his 
Wife, who though ſhe had not beene put away by him, but had 
put away her ſelfe and runne away, not once but often, and 
that with many lovers, and ſometimes in the midſt of her 
whoredomes, had come in and made challenge of his form:r 
love, and pleaded his former mercy to her, and yet fallen back 
againe, ver. 4,5. (where te addes, W1lt thou not from this time 
cry, My Father, and thou art the guide of my youth ? that is,I know 
fayes God, you will come now and cry as heretofore you have 
done and fay, Oh thou art my father and- my Husband, and 
confidently (till claime an intereſt in me upon my former ki1d- 
neſle, and yet doe as evill as you can, for you cannot doe worſe 
then thus to abuſe my love) yer for all this at the 1 2.71er. returae 
thou backſliding, 1/racl, faith the Lord, for 7 am married to you, 
#,14. That which he doth thus to a nation, he may doe to a par- 
ricalar man who is his childe. 
__ 3. There are not altogether examples wanting for 
ehis, 7 
1. We finde Sampſon a godly man (whom yet we would 
ſcarce have thought ſuch but that we finde his name in the liſts 
of thoſe worthies, Heb, 11.) enſaared with a Philiftine woman, 
zgainſt the counſel] of his parents, 7#dg. 14. 3. who clearly laid 
open his ſme to him, and he was 1n the event reproved for 
his folly, for his wife deceived him, told his riddle to his ene- 
mies, which he in the end perceived, and further to reprove him, 
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in the iſſue ſhe was given away to another, vey. 16, 17,”20. from 
all which paſſages of reproofe, an holy man that had his eyes in 
his head, could not but ſee his errour ; and yet againe a long 
while after this, (twenty years after, Z#dg. 15. 20, (when cer. 
tainly ere that he had repented of this his /»»e, for which his pa- 
rents before, and after, God ſo clearly did rebuke him) he went 
to Gaza, 7udg. 16, ver. 1, and ſaw as harlot and went in unto her, 
and there eſcaped narrowly with his life at mid night. And ver. 4. 
After that alſo it came to paſle he fell in love with another, as 
bad as any of the former, Del:/Jah, who was his ruine. But his 
returning thus to folly coſt him deare ; for in the end he was 
eaken as a capcive to the Philiſtiwzr his enemies, and that through 
her falſchood ; deprived of his ſtrength he had ſpent upon theſe 
women ; had his eyes, thoſe betraying lights put out, that had 
enſnarcd him ; and himſelfe made a foole of, ro make his ene- 
mies ſport. So as no child of God can take any great encous 
rogem2nt thus to returne 20 folly, for the future, by his exam- 
ple, though comfort they may have there from in caſe they have 
returned for the time palt. 

2, Another example may be that of 7ehoſpaphat who com- 
mitted a great ſine, in joynieg with Ah4b that wicked King that 
ſold himſelfe to worke wickedneſſe, 2 Chron. 18, 1, 2, 3, and he was 
fore:old what would be the ſacceſle of that confederacy and 
journey, by Micaiah, before he went with him to battle, and af- 
ter in the battle it ſelfe, where he hardly eſcaped with his life, and 
by an extraordinary providence at his prayer was delivered,ver. 
31, 32. and as if that were not ſufficient, God ſends another 
Prophet to him, Chap.19.2, who with open mouth reproves him 
and diſcovers to him his fe, Shouldeft thox helpe the nngodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord ? therefore is wrath upon thee 
from before the Lhrd : which meſſage to ſo good a man doubt. 
lefſe was not in vaine, but humbled him for that his ſiane, and 
wrought repentance in him to avert that wrath. And yet after 


_ that great and miraculous deliverance ofhim and his people, 


Chap. 20, we finde him relapſing into the ſame finne, wer. 35. 
After thu did Zehoſhaphat joy»: himſelf with AhaziahKing of 1ſracl, 
Who did very wickedly,& he j1ynod himſelf with h'm to make ſhips to 
goe to T arſhiſh; which another — in like manner reproveth, 
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and likewite God himſelfe trebuketh by the like ill ſucceſſe of 
enat league to the former, the ſhips were broken, ver. 37. 

3. Saint Petey, a man, who ſeemed by other of his carriages, 
bold cnough, was yet thrce ſeverall times ſurprized with baſe 
feare : once when he tempted Chriſt not to hazard himſelfe at 
Zeruſalem, where Chrilt had told him that hee was to ſuffer ; 
Aat.16.21,22,23. after (ayes he) ſpare thy ſelfe : upon which 
ſpeech Chriſt calls him Sataz, rebuketh him more ſharply, then 
at any.other time, for which there was a more then ordinary 
cauſe. Saint Peter thought that if his Malter ſhould ſuffer at Fe- 
r4/alem, that himſelfe, and the reſt ſhould not be ſafe : That 
ſpeech therefore proceeded from feare, and therefore ;Chriſt 
doth immediately thereupon call for ſelfe-deniall, and taking 
up the Croſle, ver. 24. And this was immediately after peace 
ſpoken, ver. 16, 17, 16, Chriſt had never more comfortably gi- 
ven teſtimony to Saint Peter, and his faith, then there, Yet a- 
23ine, after this Chriſt had him up into the Mounr, and transfi- 
gured himſclfe, to hearten him againſt chat criall co come, which 
made him ſo confident , yet then he denied him, at his arraigne. 
ment : when againe Chriſt immediately upon that looke backe 
apon him with ſo ſweet a looke, as broke his heart for this 
his folly; and ſo he returned againe,and it coſt him many a teare; 


and Chriſt after the ReſurreAion, owned him againe, more then. 


any of the relt, bade them that firſt mer him, Goe tell Peter, Hee 
mentions him by name, and in ſpecial, goe re// him the firſt news 
of it : and then alſo he asked him, Perer, loveſt thou me ? and 


he ſaid, Lord, thox knoweſt I love thee: as if he had ſaid, Though + 


I have played the wretch, yet 7 /ove thee : upon this, though he 
grew more bold, As 4.13. yet Gal.2.11,12. we finde him falling 
unto the grudging of the fame diſeaſe, which caſt him into ano. 
ther fit, he diſſembled, fearing them of the (ircamciſion : this was 
a ſpice of the former ſinne, though not ſo grofſe, and though 
the outward aRts in theſe ſins were divers in their occaſions, yet 
they were all as and buds of the ſame root of bitterneſle ; and 
may as well be called fins of the ſame kinde, 2s the committing 
"20% tie aRs of uncleannefle, are reckoned falling into the ſame 
INſiC, 

In the fourth place, if the Scriptures had beene utterly filent 
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in examples, yet reaſon conſonant to other principles and 
grounds of Divinity, and of the Scriptures, might prrſwade the 
i2me, 

1, If he may after the moſt ſerious and thorough repentance 
fall againe, into as grievous a ſtane of another kind, and returne: 
why not into the ſame againe ? I confeſſe there is ſome diſpa- 
rity, which migat make him more averſe, and ſet him in ſome 
more remotenefle, from the ſame ſinne he hath parcicularly re- 
pented of, then another ; which fhall be conſidered in its place : 
Yet the difference cannot be ſuppoſed ſuch, as ſhould make the 
one poſſible and nor the other : alltrue repentance working the 
heart to an abominating every /inne, as well as any ; and there- 
fore if it were true, it was for that particular /iane, as ſinne ; and 
then it would worke the like againlt all, and every fnne, accor- 
ding to the meaſure of ſufulneſſe ; and though it may, and 
doth worke a more keen, and ſpeciall hatred againſt thar parti- 
cular ſine, a man hath been molt ſtang with, yer ſtil], this is but 
ſo farce, as this aggravation, (to fall into the ſame ſine againe) 
may cauſe ſuch a relapſe, to be more finfull then another /irne : 
and ſo farre, that upon that grouad he is, and may be more ſer 
and ſtrengthened againſt it, then again{t another Se, But then, 
if the ſuppoſition fall upon another grofſ: /»e, never before 
committed, the ſole and (ingle a& of which, other circumſtances 
make as haynous, even as this reiterated aA of fire formerly 
committed, can be, then the one is equally as poſſible as the 
other. But however, yet [til] the difference is bu: in degrees : 
namely, in that the heart is enlongated a degree, or fo, further 
from that ſinne formerly committed, then any other + which 
will c.ot therefore ſo vary the cafe, (as m.:7/5 & min doe not) 
that it ſhould be made impoſli>le ro fall inco the one, and nor 
into the other. 

2. Reaſon: if he may fall into ſome grofſe ſinne, which at 
firſt converſion, he did above ail other humble himſelfe for : and 
yet, that ſame initial repentance, did not put him into ſuch an im- 
poſſibility of falling into that finne againe : Why then ſhould 2 
renewed a of repentance of the ſame, or for ſome other re- 
iterated ſinne, be ſuppoſed to have ſuch virtuzin it ; as to make 


him ſhot-free for ever, from the ſame fiery dart againe ? 
Againe 


Reaſon 1, 


Reaſon 2a 
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Againe thirdly : Let it be conſidered, from whence it thould 
be that a renewed, or indeed any at of true repentance, though 
never ſo great,and intenſe, ſhould have ſuch a tranſcendent,eter- } 
nall, and invincible vertue in it, and priviledge annexed to it ; 
for how is it, that repentance doth ſtrengthen us .againſt ſinne, 
bur by reſtoring the decayed frame of Grace, to a better conſti- 
tution and greater degree of ſtrength then before ; and iby rai- 
ſing it, above a mans luſts & above that luſt,more then all other? 
as in David, when he prayed, (7eate #n me acleane heart, which, 
through his /i-ze of uncleanneſſe, was in an eſpeciall manner, de- 
filed with a proneneſle to that finne : But' yet withall remem- 
ber, that that new frame of heart, and firength gotten by that 
renewed repentance, and that augmentation, and increaſe of 
hatred againſt, and abominating that finne wroughe by it, is all 
bur a creature ; as grace, and every new degree of grace is: and | 
therefore for preſerving us, hath in it ſclfe but the power, and | 
force of a created habit, which may be prevailed againſt, by the | 
ſinne that is ia us; and can no more, nay much lefle put us into | 
a ſtate of confirmation againſt any particular fſinne , then the | 
grace of the Angels could of it ſelfe confirme them in a ſtate a. 
4inſt all ſinne. And as for the impreſſion of that bitterneſſe, FE 
which in our repentance for that ſinne fallen into, was made up- | 
on our hearts ; that alſo can be ſuppoſed to have but the like 
force upon our ſpirits, that the impreſſion of joy wſpeakable and 
gloriews, hath upon the heart in thoſe heavenly raptnres, which 
beleevers ſometimes enjoy ; yea and the latter of theſe will ea- 
fily be ſuppoſed to be -of the greater efficacy of the two ; and 
both but creatures : Now thoſe raviſhing joyes are not yet ſuch 
immorcall and everlaſtingly quickning cordials, that put ſuch 
ſpirits into a man,as to preſerve him from ſwounds,and faintings 
of ſpirit for ever : and though, whilelt they abide and are pre- 
ſent to the heart, they doe then raiſc it above all things here be- 
low : yet when a man hath bcene a while off from that Mount, 
and hath converſed a while with things here againe below ; then 
that luſtre wears away, as the glory that ſhined in Moſes face 
did : and after a while, the ſenſe and preſent ca(te of thoſe joyes 
wears out ; and when that is gone, the bare remembrance of 
them which is Icfr, hath not in their abſence, ſuch an infallible, 
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though a great efficacy to preſerve his minde in an evetliſting 
diſreliſhing former delights ; but that he may, and ofcen doth 
fall in love againe too too much with them : although indeed 
whileſt the preſcnt ſenſe of them did abide upon the hearr, it ab- 
ſtraQed the minde from all things here below. And hence a man 
| 15aptto fall from his firſt love, Rev.2. and from that high eſtreme 
of ſpirituall things;as the Galatians Gal.4.1 5. Where © the bleſſed: 
»eſſe you ſpake of, ſayes Saint Paul to them ? therefore anſwera- 
bly che-remembrance of the birterneſſe of any ſ7axe, felt in our 
deepelt hamiliations, is much lefle able to preſerve a man, nor is 
the impreſſion and dint made ſo laiting,nor the ſc .rs and wounds 
of conſcience continuing for ever fo freſh, as everlaſtingly to 
preſerve and deter us from falling into the ſame 7a againe, For 
both are but creatures, and at belt but arguments dravne from 
ſenſe, and experience withir. our ſelves, and have but an humane 
created power, which is not alwates efficacious ; eſpecially ſce- 
ing God hath ordained us to /:ve by faith more then by ſenſe, for 
faith is appointed by Gor to be our more conſtant keeper, 
1 Pet, 1.5. We are kept through faith unto ſalvation, and by it 
more ſurely and more conſtantly then by impreſſions of joy, or 
ſorrow, which are made to ſenſe : and yet we are not kept by 
it of it ſelfe, but by the power of God ; ſo then we are kept by the 
poWer of God as the principall ſupporter, and-guardian, through 
faith, as the inſtrementall,and by it rather then by ſenſe or any 0+ 
ther grace of ſorrow or repentance;becaule faith caries the heart 
out of it ſelfe wholly into the hands of God as a faithful (rea- 
tor, (who is the ſtrength of Iſrae!, to keep a man from every evil 
works) as not being able to ſecure it ſelfe againſt any ſin through. 
the power of any mortification, or ſtrength that any other grace 
or degree of grace hath buiit,no not for one moment ; and there- 
fore is as dependant upon-God aiter a fail, and a renewed re- 
pentance out of it; yea 2nd more then before he fell, and his 
owne wofull experience hath reaſon to make him ſo. The like 
inſtance to illuſtrate the truth of this we may draw from the a(- 
ſurance of faith it ſelfe, For even the aflurance of faith it ſeife, 
(which is-an a& properly belonging to that grace called there- 
fore the aſſurance of faith, Heb. 10.20.) which doth ftreagthcn 
us as much againſt donbting when it - joyned with joy unſ] _ 
able 
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able and glorious, as repentance can doe againſt any other ſnne : 


and whileſt it is upon us in the ſtrength of it, a beleever is apt to | 


think himſelfe armed and ſtrer.gthened, and ſo eſtabliſht, as thar 
he ſhall never queſtion Gods love any more, or the pardon of 
his /i-nes : and yet experience {hewes it, that the guilt of ſinne 
prevailes ſometimes againe, after this, and the ſame doubts ariſe, 
and prevaile as much as ever ; neither will the remembrance of 
the former aſſurance be alwayes of force enough to reſiſt them ; 
for he may come to queſtion that aſſurance it ſelfe alſo ; and ſo 
forget that he was purged from hu old ſins, and if the guilt of finne 
prevaile in the Conſcience againe, againſt ſuch a renewed and 
ſetled a of faith, why may not the power of a luſt prevaile in 
the members, afrer a renewed at of repentance ? 

4. If it be ſaid, that a renewed aA of thorow repentance 


doth keepe a man, not by any peculiar vertue in it ſelfe alone, 


but by the power of God concurrent with it : Then I demand to 
ſee the promiſe wherein God hath infallibly obliged and in. 
gaged his power, upon ſuch a renewed at of repentance, to pre- 
ſerve from falling into that finne of all other for ever ; without 
which no man in faith can affirme it ; and without which there 
is an it ay be,and a ſuppoſition of ſuch a poſſibility,as ſometime 


it fallech out,and reduced to exiſtence. Go Þ indeed hath ſaid,” 


that if We fall, be will put under his hand, to break that fall, that it 
ſhall not ruine us ; bur not foto keep us in his hands, as we ſhall 
be out of danger of falling againe, A renewed aR of repentance 
is indeed an ordinance fanRtified to preſerve a man ; yet, but in 
the ſame manner that other ordinances are, as Prayer, and the 
Word preacht, and ad monition, &c. with which G o » doth 
not alwayes ſo infallibly cooperate, as efficaciouſly to worke al- 
wayes that which they ſerve to. | 

5. If there were not ſuch a poſſibility, as might and doth 
ſometimes fall out ; then every regenerate man after ſuch a re- 
newed aR of repentance, might ſecure himſelfe againſt the com- 


| mitting that groſle aQ againe for ever ; but ſo he can never doe 


againſt any particular- a of ſin, but that ſin againſt the holy 
Gholt. Saint Pax/therefore exhorts, when a brother is fallen 
into a finne,to reſtore ſuch an one with the ſpirit of meekneſſe ; upon 
this conſideration, conſ4 ering thy ſelfe, left then alſo be tempted ; 
| | and 
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and he laies the exhortation upon thoſe who are moſt piritzall , 


Ye that are ſpirituall, reſtore ſuch an one, conſidering thy [elfe, leſt 
thou alſo be tempted. G l.6,1. ſo as he ſpeaks of ſuch,as have their 
hearts raiſed up to the beſt frame, through the moſt deep, and 
ſerious repentance : and now we will ſuppoſe one, that hath for- 
merly fallen himſelfe into the ſame fin, which another is fallen 
into, but not yet reſtored, but himſelfe is returned by repentance 
out of it : (for indeed, ſuch a ſpirituall man, is of all other like 
to be the meekeſt boneſetter of a man fallen) and even ſuch doth 
Saint Paul exhort to conſider, that themſelves may for the time 


to come, be alſo or in like manner tempted, that is, fall as this - 


man fell ; and therefore /o be tempred as to fall into the ſame ſin 
againe, that he was fallen into, And if any man could be ſecure 
from the like fall againe, he had been out of the reach of this ex- 
hortation to this duty upon that ground mentioned, as not ca- 
pable of it. But the holy Ghoſt hath elſewhere, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
told us, that there is 10 tentation Which #5 common to man, but is 

incident to befall any man, at any time ; and therefore wer. 1 2. 

exhorts him that ftandeth, to take heed leſt he fall : indeed that 
temptation which z common to Devills with men, the ſin of finall 
deſpaire, and againſt the holy Ghoſt, &c. a regenerate man may. 
through the grace of Chriſt, ſecure himſelfe againſt : bur, all 

| fuch 61s a5 are common to man, from theſe or any of them, no 

man in any (tate,can without an extraordinary revelation,ſecure 

himſelfe from the commiſſion of. 

Onely I adde theſe Cautions concerning this caſe, 

I. There are to ſorts of corruptions. Firlt, moſt groſle cor- 
ruptions, which Saint Petey calls, 74 pidouara 73 x6ojpus, the des 
filements of the World, 2 Pet, 2. 20. they being the common mire, 
or kennel], wherein the uncleane ſwine of this world wallow, 
and which the Apoltle calls ſuch works of the fleſh as are manifeſt, 
Gal. 5. 19, even to the light of Nature ; ſuch as are adultery, 
fornicatior, drunkenneſſe, &c. and by thoſe two expreſſions 
doe they diſtinguiſh them from a ſort of more ſpirituall and re- 
fined luſts. For ſecondly, there are corruptions more ſpirituall, 
as pride, ſecret love of the world. Now, for thoſe grofle cor- 
ruptions, which are contrary,even to common honeſty, and (to 
to uſe Jobs phraſe) are puniſht by the Fuages, Fob 31, 11. which 

O 2 profine 


1. Caution. 


oO2 


The folly of Relapſing. 


profane men waliow in, a godly man hath more ſtrength againſt 
them, ſo as it is not ſo ordinary for him to be entangled againe 
and againe with thele ; for where but mora]l principles are,theſe 
are ab{tained from, as we ſee in the Phariſee, / am no Adalterer, 
exc. therefore, where grace is, much more. And ſom? /inazs 
are more oppoſite to the ſpirit of hs/izeſſe, and leſle compatible 
with grace, as uncleanneſie, of which Saint Pal ſayes, Gol bath: 
not called us unto uncleanneſſe, bat to holineſle, 1 The/.4.7. it is in 
an eſpeciall manner there oppoſed to holineſſe, and ſuch as theſe 
are workes of the fleſh which are manifeſt, even to nature, to ci- 
vill men : and therefore when they are often fallen into, they 
doe manifeſt,that the heart is but flcſh. And although the limits, 
how ſe!dome or how often, cannot be ſet concerning relapſes 
into theſe, or any ſinnes; yet, in an ordinary courſe, it may be 
ſaid, that few pged/y men fall into fuch finnes againe and againe : 
God keepes them from ſuch in any ordinary providence, that 
ſcanda!s ſhould not ariſe - they being finnes which all che world 
takes notice of. But thoſe other finnes of raſh anger, and love 
of the world and ſpiricuall pride, 8c. theſe being lefle manifeſt, 
and fitting more cloſe to our ſpirits, godly men are more ſub« 
jc<& unto. | | 

Yet ſecondly : we wult againe diſtinguiſh : 

I, There are the inward ſultings to thoſe outward as : riow, 
though grace weakneth the very luſtings within , yer, takes 
them not wholly away : The ſpirit that z5 in us, (that is,) in us 
Saints, fayes Saint Zames, /uſteth to envy ; and as to envy, ſo to 
all other /innes. 

And ſecondly, there are the outward groſſe adts of fvch fns ; 
2nd there the weaknefſeof /7z in a regerierate man,and ſtrength 
of grace ſh:wes it ſelfe moſt in preſerving from them : for as zo 
will is preſent with me, ſayes S. Panl, to will what 75 good, yet how 
ro performe it I am-not able, Rom. 7.158, So on the contrary,.to 
luſt the heart may be ready,and lult may foon riſe up ih rebellion, 


but when it ſhould come to the aR, there is a weakneſle diſcove- 


red ; they come to the birth, and want ſtrength often to bring 
forth:the contrary Juſting & prevailing of grace being then ſeen 
& diſcovering it ſelfe:that it fareth with a regenerate man in this 
cauſe often,as with a man that is deadly wounded;who riſeth up 

to 
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to firike his enemy, and thinkes to runne him thorow, but ſinks 
downe 3gaine, medio conatu, When his ſword is at his enemies 
breaſts, through 2 deficic ncie cf ſpirits; or as 2 man in a Palſie, 
or the Gout, who thinks he is able to walke, till he comes to try, 
and then he findes a'weakneſſe which makes him fall back again: 
Thus even when the whole forces of Jufts are muſtered up, yer 
the wezpons fall cut of their hands, Humours in a healthfull 
conſtitution, may ſtirre,and boake in the ſtomacke when yet they 
come nor up, nor prevaile unto vomiting. In that place afore- 
named Gal. 5, the Apolile ſeemes rot to deny but that in the 
moſt repanennde; luſtings may ariſe, for the fleſh (fayes he) lnſterh 
againſt the ſpirit ver.17. but yet as for outward aQts,he tels them, 
ver, 16. Thi if they w alkei in tle ſpirit, that 15, in, the prevalency 

cf che ſpirit, keeping up a holy frame of heart Y#bove the fl.ſh, 
chat then yee ſhall vot fulfill the Iufts of the fleſh : for that frame 
of heart ſo kept up will hinder the outward fulfiiling of the lult : 
which is never done till fiſh and corruption is aftually raiſed 
above the ſpirit, ard gets more voices to carry if, till the ſpiric 
be under hatches and the fit ſh above, and fo ftreres the helme : 
otherwiſe the !niting of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, will hinder 
the outward doing, and fu! llog of a lnit. For the reaſon he 
gives, VOY. 17, So 48 you Cannot oe what yer World, implies, that 
not oncly lultings, which ariſe without conform, may be in ſuch 
a man,but fur ther, much of the will may be vonne to conſent to 
them to like chem, -when yet there ts not ſtrength enongh to car» 
ry it 0n to the ourward aft ; yort cannot doe w þ. at yort woeld. And 
what thoſe workes of the A: are, Which are manifeſt works 
of the fleſh and which Chrilt-ans whi !eft chey walke in the Spi- 
rit fulfill not, hee mentions ar.d reckons up in the following 
words. And this is the more ordinary frame. of a Chriſtians 
heart; for verſe 24. ( layes hee ) they that are Chriſts have 
crucified the aſfefi015 and Iuſts, that 18, ſo farre , as not to fuitill 
them, 

3. Re may msre eaſily fall into a & rofle 2 of another kinde, 
then into the ſame after ſpeciall repentance for it, and peace 
ſpoken in the pardon of it. B-cauſfe true tepentance eſpecially 
fortifies the heart againſt that fe which a man hath moſt re. 
pented him of; and fiacerity lies more in watching over that 
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fin then any other : fo fayes David, P/al.18. I Was upright, and 
kept my ſelfe from mine iniquity, that eſpeciall f» which was emi- 
nentiy his iz. A mans arme that hath been broke,will, if well ſet, 
rather breake in ſome other place then where it was broke ar the 
fiſt. Hence ſometiines it falls out, that that which was a godly 
mans boſome fin before converſton,continues not to be ſo afcer, 
but, another (teps up in the roome of it, by reaſon that he then 
endeavoureth to wafh out that great ſtraine, molt ; and ſpend. 
eth the moſt of the Fullers ſope, to purge himſelfe from it ; and 
ſo becomes.ever after,molt watchfull over it ; and ſets in this his 
weakeſt place,the ſtrongelt garriſon,and a watch, to prevent the 
enemy. And as an aQt of ſome preſumptuous //»»c, though it in- 
clines the heart more to all /ize, then before, yet, eſpecially to 
commit that kind of ſz againe, rather then any other : ſo on the 
contrary, it is in a ſound and ſolemne repentance,for ſome eſpe- 
ciailſin; and in the endeavouring, to mortifie ſome eſpeciall 
member of the body of 7 : (to mortifie wh'ch, not onely in the 
bulke and generall, but alfo particularly and apart in the ſeverall 
members of it, the Holy Ghoſt exhorts Ceol.3.5.) though thereby, 
the whole habit of the body of /» is purged and weakned, yet 
that particular j» which we aime eſpecially to have mortified, 
is through Gods bleſſing more ſubdued then any other. We ſec 
Idolatry was the jj which the people of Iſrael relapſed into, 


ag3ine and againe ; yet when they were once throuzhly hum- 


bled by the Captivity for it, they never returned to it of all /zs 
elſe, not to this day : fo as it may be faid, as was foretold, haply 
in another caſe, Ez:k. 16,43. Thou ſyalt not commit this lewd- 
neſſe of all thy abominations : Foxah, though he would haply never 
runne away from God againe after his Gaole delivery out of 
the zhales belly ; yet, immediately after peace ſpoken to his 
heart,he falls into a ſinne of another kind ; in to a paſſion of ex- 
tream anger & peeviſhneſſe,8& quarrelling againſt God. And the 
reaſon of this eſpeciall tenderneſſe to fall into the ſame ſinne, is, 
becauſe the Conſcience looks upon a relapſe into that ſin, to be 
more hainous, then into any other fin of another kind ; becaufe 
of thac aggravation of it, which thereby would ſtaine and die it: 
and although a fin of another kind ſhewes the variety of corrup- 
tion more; yet, this is more againſt the power and worke of 
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repentance it ſelfe, which was particularly exerciſed about that 
fin : and alfo breaks, and difſolveth ail bands of a mans vowes, 
covenants, prayers, 8&c, made againſt it in particular, and fo is 
made more grievous, And this we may ſee in Zzraes humbling 
himſelfe for that great ſinne of the people in joyning themſelves 
in marriage with the people of the Land, when he did ſet him- 
ſelf to humble himſelfe for them, together with thoſe that feared 
Goa, Chap. 9. 4. What an hideous apprehenſion of the hainouf. 
neſſe of thar fin, if they ſhould againe fall into it, did that dayes 
repentarice raiſe his heart up uato ? as appeares, ver/e 14. Shoul4 
we againe breake thy commandements, and jojne in affinity with 
them, wouldeſt thou not deftroy 14, till thou hadſt conſumed us, and 
till there was no eſcaping ? Into which linne, yer, the people did 
againe fall, after they had repented of it, with a ſolemne confeſ. 
fion,and promiſe of amendment,which is recorded {hap.10.ver, 
11, 13, &c. yet they returned to it againe the ſecond time,as we 
find in alachy, who lived the laſt of the Prophwts, and after 
this prayer of Ezr2. For Chap. 2, 1 1. the Prophet ſayes, 4» abo- 
mination commitied in Jeruſalem, for Judah hath married the 
daughter of a ſtrange Ged : and then followes the aggravation, 
er. 13. T bts ye have done againe, that is, the ſecond time, and in 
that reſpe& arc challenged to deale treacherouſly ; and that alſo 
in reſpe they had repented of it the ficlt time, covering the Al- 
tar with teares, with weeping, and crying out, 3s Azlacky there 
ſpeakes : ſo as God regaradeth not your offerings any more. And 
therefore alſo P/al.78. 40. How oft did they (faith he, as aggra- 
vating their fins) by murmuring provoke the Lord ? and Num 14. 
22, God reckons up, and mentions the times.of their ſinning, 
how ofcen they had thus ſinned, as an aggravation 'of them, They 
bave tempted me theſe ten times, £5. 

4. He may fall into the ſame fine againe and againe,untill he 
hath recovered himſelfe ; and his peace fully, by a through re. 
pentance, but yet ſeJdome after. Lot committed inceſt two 
nights together; but the orifice of his lult was not yer ſtopped by 
repentance ; the wound was not cloſed, and'fo bled againe a- 
freſh ; but when it is healed once, and the heart made perfeR 
with God, and divorcing from that ſinne, and entred into Com- 


man 


munion with God againe, then, though it may fall ont, yer a - 
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man more hardly returnes, A woman that is gone from her 
busband may play the whore a long white with him ſhe ran a. | 
way withall till her husband fetches her againe : but ro runne | 
often away, after receiving againe is intolerable, That is not 
ſo ordinary in Gods childe, 
5. Cert. 5. Though we can hardly ſ:t limits to ſay when, or when 
not, this ſhall fall one by the degrees of mens repentings : as 
that if they have ſuch or ſuch a degree of repentance, that they 
fallno more: yet wee may further conſider a d:Ference of 
their returnings co God, and repentings ; and of Gods ſpeaking 
Peace. 
1. Of their Repentings : ſomeare more imperfect and but as j 
it were thawings of the minde a little, by meanes of a little 
Sunſhine of Gods love : ſome are+mor? thorow and deep; 
that recover a'man, and put him into a ſound and healthfull 
eſtate. As for example,a man in an ague hath well dayes,yet his 
firs returne, and it may be they leave him for a month or ſo; 
and yer they take him againe, as at Spring and Autumn ; which | 
1s becauſe all this while his body is not thorowly recovered to a 
ſtate of health : ſo is it with a mans heart in reſp: of his luſts, 
though he may have many well dayes, wherein he may cate his 
meate, and rcceive ſweetneſſe in the Word, and ordinances : 
yer at this time his diſtempers and aguiſh firs returne, he being 
aguiſh ſtil] ; bur in the end, afrer the peace of God: hath more 
thorowly cltabliſhed his heart, he attaines to ſome ſerled con- 
ſtant victory over it ; and when it doth not prevaile co vitory, 
ſuch aguiſh fits end uſually in conſumptions, in which long agnes 
oftenend : as in Temporaries, in whom, ſinne overcomming 
Gods ſtriving with them, it eates all good beginnings out : but 
if they belong to God, then uſually that agaith diſtemper is in | 
the end, by a more thorow repentance, ſo healed, as that chey 
attaine to more victory, and ſecurity againſt it then any other 
{1nne ; that as in thoſe other kinde of tentations, it often falls 
ou! that, that which a mn doubteth of moſt, he comes. in the 
end to be moſt afſured of, and to doubt nomore ; ſo alſo here, 
a man becomes molt freed from that ſin, he was: long exerciſed 
with, of all other. So alſo 
2: For Gods dealings with his,there is much diff:renee there- 
in 
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in to be found : there arc ſome kinds of ſpeaking peace by God, 
and meltings of the heart of his people, which yet are not of 
that force as to overcome, but wherein God doth but (as it 
were) ſtrive with them ; which ſtrivings doe cver and anon work 
their hearts to a repentance, and that true, and ſerious : which 
yet is not ſo deep, and thorow, nor ſo healing the heart at the 
bottome, as it ſhould, For God ſometimes uſeth more imper- 
fe kind of (trivings, even with his owne children, about ſome 
particular ſin they are to leave, which doe not fo fully, at firſt, 
prevaile, and overcome in them ; which God doth, to let them 
ſee the running iſſue of their natures, how grace would re out 
of it, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) and overcome grace in them , if he 
ſhould let it alone : and fo, lets out upon his child after many 
yeers ſome luſt, which had beene long downe, which puts him to 
it exceedingly, ſo that he is in hazard to be undene, and is put 
into feares of it ; and yet God viſiteth his ſpiric by fits, and per 
intervalla at times ſtrives with him ; and though he falls, yet he 
puts under his hand, and gives him well dayes,and ſome comfor- 
table viſitations ; yet fuch as are not deep enough to work him 
fully off from it. For, as God {trives with wicked men, ſo he 
ſometimes (trives with his owne alſo : which may ſceme to be 
the true meaning of that ſpeech, Ger.6, where having mentioned 
the ſinne of his owne children, verſe 2. That the Sonnes of God 
tooke to them wives of that wicked ſeed of (ain, he ſayes, 31y 
Spirit ſhall not alwaies ftrive with man, for that [he alſo] # but 
£/> : He meanes not this of all mankinde, for he ſayes, [he 
alſo] is but fleſh : now,with what other creatures, doth he joyne 
them in this compariſon, but with others of the fonnes of men ? 
ſo as the meaning is, I ſee my Children, that they alſo are cor- 
rupt, and degenerate as well as the reſt of mankinde, and my 
Spirit hath ſiriven with them. In which ſtriving, God lets th:m 
ſee, how if he did notin the end, ſhew forth his free love to 
the fall, in the reſcuing of them, and jhealing their backſliding, 
they would be undone: fo as, in the end, through his grace 
which is ſufficient, they obtaine the greateſt conqueſt over that 
laſt of any other ; when the heart is once thorowly awakened, 
and ſetled in a thorow peace. And as, thoſe doubts they were 
mokt troubled with once, (which though they had at times ſome 
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light againſt, yet by fits did ſtill ariſe) are yer in the end, ſo o- 
vercome, as they ariſe no more, but they enjoy the greatelt free- 
dome from them : So it is often herein. And theſe ftrivings to 
ot overcommins, 1 reſemble to the thawing of the Ice, in a great 
froſt, as when in the day time, the Sunne ſhines, and in the Sun- 
ſhine it thaweth a little ; bnt yet,fo as at night,or in the ſhide ir 
freezeth, when ſometimes, the weather alſo begins to change for 
a night, and yet falls a freezing againe : ſo hcre,there is nor ſuch 
a thorow ſhedding abroad the love of God in the kearr, as 
ſhould make a thorow generali thaw, to the purpoſe, as we ſ2y ; 
and fo, when the heat of that is withdrawn, it freezeth 22:1: ie < 
but in the end there comes a more thorow and genera!! thaw, 
and change, that carries all away, melts the keart, ar.d fo alters 
the temper and conſtitution of the vieather, (as I may ſo ſpeak) 
as it freezeth no more. And ſuch a thawing of his heart had Da- 
vid, when Nath came to him, and not afore; though it may 
be he had thoſe lefler relentings often before. 

But let thoſe that are in ſuch a caſe, take heed they be not har- 
dened throgh the deceitfulneſſe of fiune : and of all the times 
that pail: over you in your lives, theſe are the moſt c:1mafteriall, 
and criticall, and molt dangerous : For God will zot alwayes 
ſtrive, but if thou be {t his childe, if ſuch thawings will not doe 


- it, he will uſe ſome great affiiftions, in the end to divorce the 


heart, and thy /izze ; his love will one way or other overcome 
thee, and in the end prevaile, As when 7/7ael went on ftubberyly 
in the way of his heart, (fayes God) T have ſeen his Wayes and will 
beale kim and guiac him, E/4.57. and the Lotd may fo heale thee, 
as thoſe luſts of all other ſhall not in chat groſſe manner, break 
forth ary more, And in thoſe tunes, when God deaterh thas 
with him, a man will after fay, that ;n ſuch paſſages of his lif e, 
he had more free love ſpent on him, then in all his life time, bo- 
fore orafter ; and when he 1s freed and healed, he will be more 
thankful!, and fearfull then ever before, or then otherwiſe hee 
would have beene ; and ſo get ground by*his {tumblings. If any 
of you, being now in ſuch a conflit as this, in ſuch a viciffitude 
and chance of war, if yet thon findelt a conſtant fight againſt thy 
ſnnc ; and that thoſe breakings, and meltings of thy heart by 
God, doe win gronnd of it ; and that the comforts, and hopes; 
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which at times are vouchſafed, doe ſtrengthen, and eftabliſs thy 
beart in well doing : a$ 2 Theſ. 2,.nlt, and makes thee more fear- 
full, every time thou riſeſt, then ever ; ſo as to look upon ano- 
ther fit if it ſhonld come, (which knowing the deceitfulneſſe of 
the heart, thou fearelſt) as the fir of ſome great fickneſle, leſt ic 
ſhonld returne againe; eſteeming it as the greateſt croſle that 
can befall thee ; which thou wouldeſt buy oft with thy blood ; 

and bleedeit moſt of all to thinke that th-2n halt ſo unconſtant 
a heart, which as it hath abuſed Gods love formerly, fo thou 
feareft, will doe ſo againe ; if thus thou goe on to fight it our, 
the love of God will in the end avercomein thee : but if thon 

findeſt that thoſe encouragements from God, doe through thy 

corruption, (which turnes Gods grace into wantonneſſe) nou- 
riſh thy luſts, and make thee lefle fearful] againſt the next time ; 

and thy heart harder and fecurer, and to ſlight je more, be- 
cauſe thou halt beene ſo ofc viſited from on high,and pardoned : 
thy caſe is dangerous, and may prove deſperate. 

6. Though he may returne, yet not preſently, Zuke 5. laſt. 
he that hath taſted old wine, doth net ſtraightway drinke, and defire 
-1ew : not Whilelt the love of God, and che taſte, and reliſh of 
it is freih in his mouth : when che impreſſion is worne our in- 
deed, and begins to be forgotten, then haply he may returne. 

To conclude with the uſe of this point ; If it be folly co runne 
into the ſame //-ze, though we repent of it afterwards : then 
what folly is it in them that utterly fall away ; and after they 
have been enlightned, and taſted ont of the good wora of God, then 
fall againeto the plcafures of /:xe, and never repent of them ? 
as many doe, that come, and try a little, what isin religion, and 
the wayes of God, and then retarne againe to their vomits, and 
never returne to piety againe. Fooliſh ſonles, who hath bewitche1 
you? are ye ſo foeliſh, that having begnn in the ſpirit, ye end inthe 
fle. 2 ? as Gal.3.3. Folly indeed : to ſpend the harveſt of your 
cimein ſeeking God, and then to leave him, when you are about 
to take leave of the pleaſures of ine. Alas poore ſoules, whither 
will ye goe ? doe you ever thinke to have ſuch a GO D againe ? 
T hou haſt the words of eternall life, ſaid the Diſciples to Chriſt - 
and as Sar! ſaid to his ſervants, to keep them from falling away 
unto David ; Can the ſonne of Jeſſe give you vineyards, and'make 

P 2 Jon 


Uſe. 


CEE EEL ITS, 


The folly of Relapſing. 


you Captaines of thouſands ? 1 Sam. 22.7. $0, can the world.give 
yon that peace that I can give you, may Chriſt ſay to you ; yea 
and heaven beſides hereafter ? Is the devill, with all the wages 
of /i:xe you poſt after, able ro make you amends ? You thereby 
diſhonour God in returning to ſe, and bring an evill reporc 
upon the good land ; and diſcredit your Maſter in changing 
your ſervice; but withall you befoole your ſelves moſt : you 
retrrne to folly. For even that which you thinke co gaine the 
worlds good word and opinion by, even that you loſe : for, 
thongh they make a ſpoile of you, and triumph in ſuch, and glo- 
ry #athi- fleſh awhile : yer tt.ep-never think well of ſuch an one; 
nor truly love him. A backſliger, is like luke-warme water, ha- 
ving been once heated, which good men ſpue out, and evill men 
regard not; for what uſe can indeed be made of it ? Like /alr 
that hath loft it's ſaveur, it & good for nothing but the dunghill. 
Like one that hath beene married, bur lives divorced ; ſhe is un- 
done for her marriage ever after. Such is the condition of thoſe 
that fall away and repent not : You who have but turned unto 
folly, and are not growneup to a deſpiſing and deſpiting Gods 
wayes, Returne oh Shulamite,returne, And you that have peace, 
and communion with God, take heed you doe not loſe him, 
you will never have ſuch a God againe, 
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